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TRVT  H and  Sincerity  being  the 
chief  Qualities , which  make  a 
Book  of  this  nature  Valuable , 
the  Author  of  this  promifes  him * 
[elf  upon  that  account  a favourable  Recep - 
tion  from  the  Publick  : and  therefore  thinks 
it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  make  a longer 
Preface. 

Monfieur  Cavelier  de  La  Salley.  Native 
of  Roan  in  Normandy , the  chiet  Under- 
taker of  the  Difcoveries  in  the  Northern 
America , which  make  the  Subjeft-Mat- 
ter  of  this  Book,  was  a Man  of  extra- 
ordinary Parts,  and  undaunted  Cou- 
rage. Pie  was  the  firft  that  formed 
the  Defign  of  Travelling  from  the  Lake 
of  Frontenac  in  Canada , to  the  Gulph  of 
B MeMicdf 
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Mexico , through  a vaft  unknown  Coun- 
try, in  order  to  bring  the  Inhabitants 
to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Chriftian  Re- 
ligion, and  Extend  the  Dominions  of 
the  King  of  France.  This  Gentleman 
having  duly  weighed  all  the  Difficulties 
that  were  like  to  crols  fo  Noble  a De- 
fign,  came  to  Court  to  acquaint  his 
Majefty  with  it,  who  was  pleafed  not 
only  to  approve  his  Enterprize,  but  al- 
fo  to  Encourage  it,  by  the  Liberal  AT- 
fiftance,  and  the  Power  he  gave  to 
M.  La  Salle , todifpofe  of  his  New  Difc 
coveries  as  he  Ihould  think  fit. 

I was  then  at  the  Court  of  France  to 
follicit  fome  Employment,  having 
ferved  his  Majefty  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,  and  loft  one  Hand  in  Sicily  by  a 
Granado,  and  as  M.  La  Salle  was  upon 
his  departure,  the  Prince  of  Conti  was 
pleafed  to  recommend  me  to  him,  as  fit 
to  accompany  him  in  his  Undertaking, 
whereupon  I was  eafily  admitted,  • the 
Patronage  of  His  Highnels  having  been 
very  ulelul  to  M.  La  Salle.  Every  thing 
being  ready  for  our  departure,  we  let 
fail  from  Rochel , July  14.  1678.  to  the 
number  of  jo  Men,  amongft  whom 
were  Pilots,  Carpenters,  Smiths  and 
other  uleful  Artifts,  and  arrived  at 
Quebec 
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Quebec  the  1 5th  o '[September  follow- 
ing; we  remained  there  feme  days,  after 
which  having  taken  oiir  Leave  of  Count 
Frontenac  Governor-General  of  Canady 
we  failed  up  the  River  St.  Laurence  to 
Fort  Frontenac , where  we  landed. 

That  Fort  lyes  within  120  Leagues 
from  Quebec , about  the  44th  Degree  of 
Latitude,  on  the  Mouth  of  a Lake  cal- 
led likewifo  Frontenac  or  Ontario , which 
is  near  300  Leagues  about,  and  has  a 
communication  with  four  other  Lakes; 
much  of  the  lame  extent.  All  thole 
Lakes  are  Navigable,  and  plentifully 
ftored  with  Fifh ; The  Mouth,  or  en- 
trance of  this  Lake  is  defended  by  a 
Fort  with  four  large  Baftions,  which 
might  protect  a great  number  of  VetTels 
againft  the  attempts  of  any  Enemy; 
As  M.  La  Salle  had  Ereded  this  Fore; 
the  King  had  given  him  the  Propriety 
thereof,  and  of  all  the  Lakes  there- 
abouts with  their  dependencies;  The 
Country  about  it  is  fo  Charming;  that 
it  is impoffible  todelcribe  its  Beauties r 
The  vaft  Meadows  are  intermixed  With 
Woods  and  Forefts,  full  of  all  forts' of 
Fruit-Trees,  and  watered  With  fin® 
Brooks  and  Rivers. 
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It  was  in  this  place  that  we  prepared 
our  (elves  for  our  great  Voyage,  and 
Glorious  Undertaking,  of  which  no  bo- 
dy, I am  fure,  can  give  a better  ac- 
count than  my  feif,  not  only  becaufel 
accompanied  the  laid  M.  La  Salle , but 
alfo  becaule  the  chief  Care  and  Burthen 
of  that  Perilous,  tho*  Glorious  Enter- 
prize,  fell  upon  me  by  the  untimely 
Death  of  that  Gentleman.  The  Ac- 
count which  I offer  now  to  the  Publick, 
is  extra&ed  out  of  the  Journal  I kept, 
wherein  I fet  down  things  as  they  ap- 
peared to  me  : ’Tis  true,  I am  fbme- 
times  obliged  to  take  things  upon  Trull, 
becaule  I could  not  be  always  with 
M.  La  Salle , but  I am  fo  fully  convin- 
ced of  the  Probity  and  Honefty  of  thole 
upon  whole  Evidence  I have  advanced 
any  thing,  that  I may  anfwer  as  well 
for  their  Obfervations  as  for  my  own. 
The  Reader  mull  not  therefore  expert 
here|Noble  and  Pompous  Delcriptions, 
fitch  as  Authors  ule  to  adorn  their 
Works  with,  but  a natural  fimplicity, 
and  a rigid  fidelity.  If  my  Stile  feems 
harlh  and  unpolite,  I have  no  other 
Apology  lor  it,  but  that  I may  have 
contraded  fome  thing  from  the  Com- 
merce 
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merce  of  the  Savages  of  dmrica,  with 
whom  I have  fo  long  converted. 

Whofbever  confiders  this  Enterprize 
in  it  telf,  the  difficulties  it  was  attend- 
ed with,  and  the  advantages  that  Eu- 
rope may  reap  from  the  diteovery  of 
thote  vaft  Countries,  which  are  above 
eighteen  hundred  Leagues  North  and 
South,  will  I hope  agree,  that  an  cx- 
a<3:  account  thereof  is  worthy  of  the  Cu- 
riolity  of  the  Reader. 

That  large  Country  is  now  called  by  rhe  Fmir 
the  name  oh  Louifiana , lince  the  French  n‘* 
took  poffeffion  thereof  in  the  Name  of 
Lewis  the  Great.  The  Soil  is,  generally 
fpeaking,  lo  fertile,  that  it  produces 
Naturally  without  any  Culture,  diofe 
Fruits  that  Nature  and  Art  together 
have  much  ado  to  bring  forth  in  Europe : 

They  have  two  Crops  every  Year 
without  any  great  fatigue;  the  Vines 
bring  extraordinary  Grapes,  without 
the  Care  of  the  Husbandmen  ; and  the 
Fruit-Trees  need  no  Gardiners  to  look 
after  them;  the  Air  is  every  where 
temperate;  the  Country  is  watered 
with  Navigable  Rivers,  and  delicious 
Brooks  and  Rivulets,  and  diverfified 
with  Forefts  and  Meadows  ; it  is  ftockt 
with  all  forts  of  Beafts,  as  Bulls,  Orig* 
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n&fey  Wolves,  Lines,  Wild  Affes,  Stags? 
Goats,  Sheep,  Foxes,  Hares,  Beavers? 
Otters,  Dogs,  and  all  forts  of  Fowls* 
which  afford  a plentiful  Game  for  the 
Inhabitants.  They  have  difcovered 
Mines  of  Lead  and  Iron,  and  ’tis  not 
doubted  but  there  are  alfo  Mines  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  if  they  would  give 
tliemfeives  the  trouble  to  look  for  them, 
but  the  Inhabitants  of  thole  Countries 
valuing  things  only  as  far  as  they  are 
necefiary  for  Life,  are  yet  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  Fanciful  Value  we  put 
upon  thofe  Metals,  and  have  not  dig’d 
up  the  Earth  to  look  for  them. 
m ito.  * Thole  Inhabitants  have  nothing  of 
per  s of  the  Man  but  the  Shape  and  the  Name; 
jHbabi,  they  live  without  any  Laws,  Religion, 

Superiority,  or  Subordination,  Indepen-  ! 
dency  and  Liberty  being  their  Summum, 
Bomm,  or  the  ultimate  end  they  pro- 
pole  to  themfelves  Their  Life  is  ah  ! 
ways  wandering,  having  no  fetled  Pof-  i 
feffions ; they  take  feveral  Wives,  if  ' 
they  pleale,  whom  they  quit  when  they 
will,  and  leave  them  to  others,  juft  as 
they  do  their  Habitations,  for  alter 
having  for  tome  time  cultivated  a piece 
of  Ground,  they  quit  It  without  any 
occafion  to  Cultivate  another,  and  the 
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firft  comer  takes  pofleffion  thereof,  fo 
that  they  are  perpetually  changing 
their  Habitations,  and  by  this  continual 
motion, every  thing  becomes  in  a manner 
common  amongft  them  : they  know  no 
Superiority,  and  think  the  World  is 
made  only  for  them. 

I laid  they  have  no  Religion,  tho’it 
leems  they  have  an  oblcure  Idea  of  God,' 
becaule  they  live  as  if  they  thought 
there  was  none.  They  believe  in  ge- 
neral that  there  is  a God,  but  who  does 
not  concern  himfelf  in  what  they  do. 
Some  Worfhip  the  Sun,  and  others  fan- 
cy that  the  World  is  full  of  certain  Spi- 
rits, who  prelide  over  their  Actions, 
and  they  are  fo  extravagant  as  to  be- 
lieve, that  every  thing  in  the  World 
has  a Spirit,  and  that  they  are  Good 
or  Hurtful  according  to  the  Caprice  of 
that  Spirit.  ’Tis  upon  this  Principle 
that  are  grounded  all  the  foolilh  Super- 
ftitions  of  their  Jugglers  or  Monitous , 
who  are  their  Priefts  or  Magicians. 

I don’t  believe  that  they  have  car- 
ried their  Reflexions  fo  far,  as  to  think 
on  the  Nature  of  their  Souls;  tho’  ’tis 
true,  they  feem  to  believe  their  Immor- 
tality, and  a kind  of  Metempjychojis , or 
Tranfmigrationof  Souls;  but  they  have 
B 4 To 
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fo  many  extravagant  fancies  upon  this 
Sun',.d,  that  it  is  in  a manner  im- 
polfibie  to  difcover  their  true  Opinion. 

1 may  fay  in  general,  that  they  are  ib 
fh.  pid  in  matters  of  Religion,  that  they 
are  not  convinced  of  their  own  Belief, 
nor  of  what  others  believe,  and  there- 
fore Laugh  at  the  Inftrudions  of  our 
Miflipnaries. 

7heb  Good  However,  notwithftanding  that  brm 
I unities.  ti{]-j  temper,  they  have  as  good  a Senfe 
as  the  rell  of  Mankind,  to  know  their 
true  lntereifs,  and  therefore  are  capable 
of  Negotiations,  Commerce,  and  Coun- 
iel.  They  know  how  to  weigh  and 
confider  the  Conlequences  of  an  Enter- 
prize,  and  take  J tilt  Meafures  to  com- 
pafs  it.  When  they  meet  together  to 
confiilt  about  fome  great  Delign,  they 
fit  in  a private  place,  in  a profound  Si- 
lence, fmoking  Tobacco  , and  every 
one  fpeaks  gravely  in  his  turn.  It  is  to  1 
beobferved  by  the  by,  that  they  never 
make  any  Treaty,  Convention  or  Agree- 
ment with  any  body,  till  they  have  i 
firft  of  all,  mutually  exchanged  Pre-  j 
fents.  They  give  commonly  Collars  as 
the  Symbol  of  Union  ; they  have  a par- 
ticular Kettle  for  Peace,  and  another 
for  War.  They  proclaim  Peace  with 
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the  Calumet,  and  War  by  great  Out- 
cries, or  rather  dreadful  Howlings. 

They  know  likewife  howto  Incamp, lt>eir  sd. 
andFordBe  their  Camps  with  Intrench-  e^r[n 
meats  and  Palliiadoes.  They  obferve 
alio  fome  Order  in  their  Attacks. 

This  Soil  produces  indifferently  all  Their  Tit. 
forts  of  Com  and  Plants,  but  as  they Uge' 
have  obferved,  that  fome  among  them 
are  more  proper  for  their  Nouriibment 
than  others,  they  take  care  to  Sow  and 
Cultivate  them,  and  therefore  they  have 
great  Crops  of  Indian  Corn,  of  which 
they  make  a fort  of  very  delicious  and 
nourifhing  Pap.  They  Cultivate  alfo 
what  they  call  Touquo , of  which  they 
make  their  Cajfave, and  Turneps,  where- 
with they  make  Cajfamte.  Thele  are 
their  own  terms,  which  are  not  to  be 
tranflated.  There  are  in  their  Country  their  thj- 
feveral  forts  of  Trees,  from  which  ann- 
exed lent  Balfam  drops,  the  ufe  where- 
of the  Savages  know  very  well,  as  alfo 
of  feveral  Plants  againft  Wounds,  and 
the  venomous  bitings  or  flinging  of  Ser- 
pents and  other  Creatures. 

Their  Knowledge  is  not  circumfcri-  Theirjjire 
bed  within  thole  narrow  bounds,  they*6?-7* 
carry  it  as  far  as  Heaven,  and  have  ob-  • 
rained  a fufficient  Knowledge  of  the 

Courfe 
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Courfe  of  the  Sun,  Moon  and  Planets, 
and  pretend  thereby  to  foretel  the 
changes  of  the  Weather,  Winds,  Storms, 
and  other  things  of  this  nature. 

Their  Dex-  Befides  thole  qualities  already  men- 
tmtJ’  tioried,  they  have  a wonderful  dexteri- 
ty at  feveral  beautiful  and  ufeful  Works: 
Some  of  them  make  extraordinary  fine 
Mats  for  their  Coverings,  and  adorn- 
ing their  Cabins  others  have  found 
the  way  to  Drels  Leather  to  make 
Waftecoats  and  Shoes ; but  their  great- 
eft  dexterity  appears,  in  my  opinion,  in 
the  ftructure  of  their  Canoos  which  can 
never  fink.  They  make  them  with  the 
Barks  of  Elm,  Walnut-trees  or  Elder- 
trees,  about  i o or  1 2 Foot  long,  the  fide 
being  a little  turned  inward  as  Gondolas. 
Inftead  of  Oars  they  make  ufe  of  two 
pieces  of  Wood,  like  two  Bakers  Peals, 
and  term  Swimming  what  we  call  Row- 
ing. As  their  Canoos  draw  very  little 
Water,  becaufe  of  their  lightnels,  the 
Savages  Swim  with  an  extraordinary 
Iwiftnefs,  even  againft  the  ftream  of 
Rivers,  and  undertake  very  long  Voy- 
ages without  fearing  Rocks  or  Storms. 
Their  Tn-  Tho’  there  are  neither  Road  nor  Path 
veuby  in  that  Country,  they  Travel  through 
thefe  vaft  Forefts  and  Wildernefles, 

with 
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with  the  help  of  certain  Marks  they 
make  upon  the  Rind  of  Trees  from  place 
to  place  ; and  by  thefe  means,  the  Wo- 
men and  Children  are  able  to  find  the 
Men  when  they  go  a Hunting,  or  upon 
any  Expedition.  They  very  feldome 
bring  home  what  they  kill,  and  it  is  the 
joffice  of  their  Wives  to  fetch  it  and 
die  Is  it. 

I think  fit  to  add,  in  this  Place,  a Tbar  c*, 
(fhort  Account  of  their  Cabins,  Houf-  btns‘ 
hold-Goods,  and  the  like.  Many  of 
them  are  wandring  in  Woods,  where 
they  lie  upon  the  Ground  as  Beafts ; but 
1'uch  who  live  together, make  Cabins,  or 
Huts,  with  Branches  of  Trees  driven 
into  the  ground,  interlaced  with  others, 
and  joined  at  the  top  as  clofe  as  pofii- 
ble,  and  covered  with  Reeds,  or  large 
Leaves  of  Trees.  The  infide  looks  forne- 
iwhat  better,  it  is  well-enough  Matted, 
fend  moft  of  them  have  a fort  of  curious 
(Floor, 

Their  Bedfteads  are  made  up  wlthUdr Beds.: 
fome  pieces  of  wood,  upon  which  they 
lay  skins  full  of  Wool  or  Straw  ; but 
for  their  Covering,  they  ufe  the  fineft 
fort  of  Skins,  or  elfe  Mats  finely 
wrought. 
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ntirKit-  They  have  Cellars,  or  rather  Holes, 
ebm  ten-  tQ  preferve  their  Corn,  their  Wood,  and 
other  Frovifions  ; but  all  their  Kuchin 
Utenfils  confifts  in  lbme  few  pieces  of 
Earthen- Ware,  which  they  make  with 
Clay,  and  harden  it  with  the  Dung  of 
Bulls.  They  have  no  forts  of  Mills, 
but  inftead  thereof,  ufe  to  grind  their 
Corn  between  two  Stones,  Math  a great 
deal  of  trouble.  They  make  ufe  of  a 
fort  of  fharp  Stones  inhead  of  Knives ; 
but  this  mull  be  underflood  of  fuch  Sa- 
vages, who  never  had  any  Commerce 
with  Europeans. 

their  Arm.  They  ufe  Bows  and  Arrows  with , 
great  dexterity,  and  the  extremity  of 
their  Arrow  is  arm’d,  inftead  of  Iron, 
with  a fharp  Stone,  or  the  Tooth  of 
feme  Animal.  They  have  belides 
heavy  Clubs,  or  fharp  Sticks,  inftead  of 
Swords  or  Halberds.  They  ufe  alfo 
wooden  Corftets  againft  Arrows,  and 
make  Bucklers  with  feveral  skins  ftitch- 
ed  together.  i 

their  Ap-  Moft  of  them  go  ftark  Naked,  and  , 
pmi.  are  p0  jnurecj  to  Rain,  and  other  Hard- 
fhipsjthat  their  bodies  are  almoft  infen- , 
ftble  ; and  the  foies  of  their  Feet  fo  ] 
hard  , as  to  refill  the  fharpnels  of 
Thorns  and  Stones.  Their  Women, 

have 
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iave  ftill  prelerved  a fhadow  of  Mode- 
ly,  for  they  wear  commonly  about 
heirwaftea  large  Girdle,  from  which 
iang  two  pieces  of  skin,  which  cover 
n lome  manner  their  Nakednels.  I 
peak  of  thofe  Savages  who  Inhabit  a 
t emperate  Climate,  for  thole  who  live 
p the  Northward  of  Quebec,  and*  other 
old  Countries,  covet  themfelves  with 
kins  of  Bears,  Stags,  Ellends,  and  the 
Ike.  I muft  obferve  alio,  that  thole 
yho  Inhabit  toward  Mexico , feem  more 
ivillized  than  others ; for  tho’  their 
Climate  is  pretty  Hot,  they  cover  them- 
blves  with  Mats  finely  wrought. 

The  care  of  the  Family  lies  equally  The  acre  of 
ipon  the  Husband  and  the  Wife : The 
prmer  goes  a Fulling  or  Hunting  for  tween  the 
he  Family  ; and  the  Wife  Tills  the 
round,  and  gets  in  what  fhe  has  low’d.  * 
t is  likewife  her  Duty  to  fetch  Fruit, 

3erbs,  and  other  things  in  the  Woods. 

Vhen  the  Savage  is  come  back  from 
lunting,  he  takes  firft  of  all  his  Pipe, 
nd  as  he  Imoaks,  tells  his  Wife  what 
ie  has  done,  and  what  he  would  have 
ier  to  do,  which  fhe  muft  obey  without 
ny  reluftancy. 

One  may  oblerve  in  Men  a great  chirper 
Gravity  and  Authority,  and  in  Women  tagss^' 

an 
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art  extraordinary  Compliance  for 
their  Husbands,  and  as  they  follow  their 
Natural  Inftinft  in  every  thing  they  do, 
their  Behaviour  is  always  fincere  and 
without  any  affectation  5 and  one  may 
truly  fay,  That  the  conjugal  Union  be- 
tween them,  is  the  effect  of  a Natural 
Inclination,  which  is  common  to  Men 
and  to  Brutes,  and  not  founded  upon  a 
true  Friendfhip. 

The  Savages  being  perpetually  in 
Action,  they  are  free  from  leveral  Dif 
eafes  that  the  Europeans  are  fubjeCt  to, 
and  ’tis  obfervable,  that  thefe  Women 
have  not  that  natural  Incommodity  that 
ours  are  liable  unto,  and  that,  which 
is  ft  ill  more  to  be  wonder’d  at,  they 
bring  forth  without  any  Pain,  or  at 
leaft  without  any  ceremony  as  they  go 
along,  making  no  other  Pfovifton  for  it, 
than  their  own  girdle,  and  fome  Shins 
to  Wrap  up  the  Child  into. 

They  have  a very  extraordinary  way 
to  bring  up  their  Children,  for  though 
they  have  no  Clouts  or  Swath-Bands, 
they  have  found  a way  to  keep  them 
very  clean  without  any  great  Trouble. 
They  provide  themfelves  with  a good 
quantity  of  Dull  of  rotten  Wood,  which 
is  as  f(?ft  as  any  Doun  whatfoever,and  is 
, - very 
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ery  good  to  prelerve  them  againft  Hu- 
lidity.  1 hey  lay  their  Children  upon 
hat  Dull,  and  wrap  them  into  lome 
Dod  Furs,  and  tie  them  pretty  fait,  and 
ave  nothing  10  do  tor  dreffing  them, 
ht  to  change  that  Duft,  by  means 
hereof  they  keep  them  always  clean, 
il  they  are  able  to  walk  about. 

They  Feed  them  with  Pap,  made  Hov»  they 
ith  Indian  Corn,  and  give  them  a feei  tiem* 
bw  as  loon  as  they  can  walk  ; lb  that 
ey  ule  themlelves  to  fhoot,  and  follow 
ieir  Parents  into  the  Woods,  learning 
ereby  betimes  the  ufiial  Places  for 
unting ; and  having  no  manner  of  fi- 
xation, they  are  only  guided  by  their 
fttural  Inclination  and  Senluality,  as 
afts. 

I fhould  never  make  an  End,  fhould 
ndertake  to  give  a particular  Account 
Ml  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Savages  ; but 
hink  that  what  I have  laid  is  lufficient 
convince  the  Reader,  that  their  In- 
'igence  extends  only  to  what  is  Ne- 
fary  for  fupporting  their  Natural 
fe  ; and  that  ii  they  have  any  Law 
ongft  them,  it  is  to  oblerve  none  at 
Born  and  bred  up  in  Forrefts,  Hunt- 
is  their  greateft  Paftime,  to  which 
lay  add  War,  Quarrels,  and  Cruelty, 

which 
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which  is  fuch,  that  they  muft  turn  their 
Arms  againft  harmlels  Beafts,  when 
they  want  Pretences  or  Opportunities, 
to  ule  them  againft  Men. 

Mr.  La  It  was  through  thofe  Wild  Nations- 
Salle  a»-  that  Mr.  La  Salle  undertook  to  Travel,; 
with  ‘lo  and  difcover  a Way  to  the  Gulph  of 
Men  to  Mexico  ; and  wholoevcr  will  impartially 
tlrwgh  con  lid  er  that  Enterprife,  muft  agree, 
thofe  Nt.-  that  this  Ci  urageous  Defign  can  hardly 
tms.  paralleli’d.  But  this  will  appear 

the  better  , if  they  confider  what 
Preparations  he  made  for  that  great 
Journey.  He  had  only  Thirty  Men,  as 
I have  already  faid,  without  any  other 
Pfovilions,  but  Powder  and  Shot,  which 
weretofupply  him  during  his  Voyage, 
We  had  fir  ft  of  all  a Bark,  and  Ibme 
Canoos,  but  we  were  loon  deprived  ol 
that  help,  and  forc’d  to  Travel  by 
Land,  and  carry  our  Equipage,  crofting 
large  Rivers  upon  Rafts , or  Trees, 
having  no  other  Guide  through  thofe 
vaft  unknown  Countries  but  a Compals, 
and  the  Genius  of  our  Commander,  whc 
(according  to  the  variation  of  the 
Needle,  and  the  Knowledge  he  had  it 
Aftronomy)  was  able  to  guels  at  the 
Climate  we  were  in,  and  what  courft 
we  were  to  follow. 
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Thefe  Difficulties,  the  Armies  of  Sa- 
vages, which  we  were  obliged  to  Fight 
to  force  our  way,  Hunger,  Third,  and 
other  Wants  and  Perils,  were  however 
furmounted  by  our  Courage  and  Con- 
ftancy,  fo  that  we  arriv’d  at  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico , and  after  feveral  Misfortunes 
returned  Home.  But  before  I proceed 
any  further,  I think  fit  to  give  an  Ac- 
count of  the  Four  Lakes  I have  already 
mentioned. 

The'  Fir /l  lies  above  the  47  Degree  of  the  upper 
Latitude,  and  is  called  VpperLake , or  of^Dr  or 
Frontenac , and  may  be  80  Leagues  Lake. 
broad,  and  500  in  circuit.  It  has  com- 
munication with  the  Lake  Herie,  or  of 
Conti , by  a Canal  of  above  20  Leagues 
long,  interrupted  by  a Fall  of  600  Foot 
high,  known  under  the  Name  of  Fall  of 
Niagara.  This  Lake  of  Conti  joins  with 
another  called  The  Lake  of  the  Hurons , or 
of  Orleans , by  a Canal  or  ftream  which 
is  very  Rapid,  and  this  laft  Lake  has 
communication  to  the  South  with  a 
Fourth , called,  The  Lake  of  the  IJlinois , 
or  of  the  Dauphin  : It  joins  allb  by  the 
Northfide  with  another  Lake,  larger 
than  any  of  the  reft,  called,  The  Lake  of 
Conde  • but  we  did  not  fee  it. 
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w‘  Silil  Having  Refrefhed  our  felves  about  arjS 
Froatenac,  Fortnight  at  Fort  Frontmxc , we  em- 
barqued  on  the  18 th.  of  November,  ■ 
1678.  on  Board  a Veflel  of  40  Tunns, . 
to  crofs  the  firft  Lake  I have  mentioned, 
and  this  was  the  Firft  Ship  that  ever 
Sail’d  upon  this  Frelh  Water  Sea.  The  - 
Wind  being  very  contrary,  we  fpent  a 
whole  Month  before  we  could  arrive  at 
a ViHage  called  St.  Qnnontou&ne,  where 
Mr.  Lx  Salle  lent  fome  Canoos  to  fetch 
Indian  Corn  for  our  liibfiftance  ; and 
from  thence  we  continued  our  Courfe 
towards  Niagara,  but  the  Stream  being 
too  rapid,  and  the  Wind  contrary,  we 
were  obliged  to  caft  an  Anchor  about 
9 Leagues  from  that  Place,  whither  we 
went  by  Land;  Niagara  is  a Village 
cf  the  Iroquois,  fttuated  upon  the  Lake 
of  Conti , near  the  wonderful  Fall  I 
have  taken  Notice  of. . 

An  Ac  This  Nation,  the  moft  Warlike  and 
oum  of  Cruel  of  all  the  Americms,  is  pofielfed 
<'TO'sIr°"  a Tract  of  Land  from  Montreal,  orv 
rather  from  the  place  where  the  Two 
Rivers,  which  form  that  of  St.  Lau- 
rence, meet,  to  the  further  end  of  the  - 
Lake  of  Cents,  which  is  about  Two 
Hundred  Leagues  to  the  South.  This 
Nation  is  very  Ambitious  to  command 

their 
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their  Neighbours ; and  when  they 
liear  of  any  other  Nation  which  grows 
powerful, either  by  the  Number  of  their 
lighting  Men,  or  by  the  extent  of  their 
PoileflionSj  they  march  to  label ue  them, 
and  they  make  fbmethTies...Bxeuri}ons 
three  or  four  hundred  Leagues.  They 
are  indefatigable,  undaunted  in  the 
greateft  danger  \ and  or  Inch  a fierce 
Courage  and  Copliancy, -as  to  be  proof 
againft  the  moll  exquillte  T.  orments, 

When  taken  by  their  Enemies,  rather 
than  betray  the  Deligns  oi  their  Goun- 
try-men:  They  never  ask,  and  Iclconi 
give  Quarter."  They  drink  the  Blood 
of  their  Enemies,  and  add  to  their  great 
Cruelty , all  die  Stratagems,  Subtilty  and 
precaution*  that  one  migheexpebt  from 
Experienc’d  Soldiers.  1 ■ 

..  This  Nation,  tho’  Fiejce  and  Cruel,  fby  r'. 
as  I have  reprefented  them,  receiv’d  us 
very  kindly.  We  laid  one  Night  in  inr.d. 
their  Village,  and  went  the  next  Day 
to  view  a proper  place,  above  1 hree 
Leagues  higher,  to  Build  a Fort,  and 
having  found  an  advantagious  Situa- 
tion, M.  De  la  Salle  laid  the  Foundati- 
on of  it,  and  ordered  his  Men  to  Work 
upon  it  with  all  imaginable  Diligence  ; 
but  the  Jroquois  taking  lomejealoulie  at 
C 2 it, 
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it  ; It  was  thought  fit  to  defift,  to  avoid  . 
giving  Offence  to  To  dangerous  an  Ene-  , 
ray ; and  therefore  we  contented  our  ( 
fclves  to  fortiie  our  Magazine  with 
fcong  Paliladoes.  ; 

M.  la  Salle  had  given  orders  for  Build-  i 
Ing  a new  Ship  or  great  Bark,  and  our  I 
Men  workt  about  it  with  all  the  dili-  I 
gence  that  the  Sealbn  of  the  Year  could  \ 
permit ; but  die  cold  was  fo  exceflive,  , 
that  not  only  Rivers,  but  even  thole  ' 
vail  Lakes  were  frozen  all  over,  info-  , 
much  that  they  look’d  like  a Plain  pav’d 
with  fine  polifh’d  Marble.  We  traded 
in  the  mean  time  with  the  Natives,  and 
got  a great  number  of  Furrs ; but  fove-  j 
ral  things  being  wanting  to  continue  our  | 
Woyage,  this  couragious  Gentleman  , 
refoiv’d  to  return  by  Land  to  Fort  Fron- 
$etuc7  and  come  back  again  in  the  j 
Spring  with  anew  fupply  of  Ammuni-  , 
don  and  Merchandile,  to  trade  with 
the  Nations  he  intended  to  vifit.  He 
feat  like  wife  fifteen  Men  further  into  the  , 
Country,  with  orders  to  endeavour  to  , 
find  out  the  Illinois , and  left  his  Fort  of  | 
Niagara,  and  fifteen  Men  under  my  com. 
stand.  One  of  the  Recollects  contineud 
with  us. 

The  Winter  beingover, a Bark  arrived 

from 
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from  Fort  Frcnienacy  with  Ammunition 
and  Merchandises,  but  it  was  ftav’d  to 
pieces  againft  the  Coaft,  by  the  fault 
of  the  Pilot,  however  moft  of  the  Ef- 
fects were  fav’d  ; and  loon  after,  M,  Is 
Salle  arrived,  who  immediately  renew- 
ed his  Commerce  with  the  Iroquois,  and 
endeavoured  to  give  them  feme  Idea  of 
the  Power  of  the  King, that  tl^y  might 
have  fome  refpett  for  his  Subjects.  This 
new  Ship  being  near  finifhed,  he  lent 
me  with  five  Men  to  view  the  Coaft, 
and  the  Country  to  the  North  fide  of 
the  Lake,  above  120  Leagues  from  Nia- 
gara. We  Embarked  in  our  Canoes, 
and  having  rowed  two  days,  or  rather 
fwom,to  ufe  the  ftiie  of  the  Savages,  ar- 
rived to  the  ftraight  of  the  Lake  Herie. 

This  ftraight  or  Canal,  by  which  the  take  He- 
Lake  Herie  joins  with  that  of  the  Hu-  r‘e* 
rons7  is  about  Thirty  Leagues  long.  I 
landed  to  the  North  fide,  and  enquired 
for  the  Men  M.  la  $<dle  had  fent  before  ; 
but  hearing  they  were  gone  higher,  I 
advanced  into  the  Country  in  hopes  to 
find  them  ; and  this  gave  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  take  an  exabt  Purvey  of  that 
delicious  Peninfula,  which  has  a l mo  ft 
the  form  of  an  Heart,  by  reafon  of  the 
three  Lakes  already  mentioned. 

C 3 Having 
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Having  made  all  the  Obferva’tions  I 
thought  neceffary  both  as  to  the  Canal 
between  the  two  Lakes,  and  the  nature 
of  the  Soil,  I returned  to  give  an  ac- 
count thereof  to  M.  la  Salle,  who,  before 
my  arrival,  was  gone  back  to  Fort  From- 
ten ac  with  a oonfiderable  quantity  of 
Furrs,  from  whence  he  returned  to  Nia- 
gara, on  the  Seventh  of  Augufi,  1679, 
with  a frefh  fupply  of  Ammunition  and 
Provifions,  and  three  Recollects.  The 
Spring  and  moft  part  of  theSummer  were 
thus  jpent  in  frequent  goings  and  com- 
ings, which  however  are  abfblutely  ne- 
cejfary  in  order  to  make  a good  and  lad- 
ing Settlement. 

Our  Bark  being  finifhed,  and  every 
thing  ready  for  our  departure,  we  fail’d 
towards  the  midcjle  of  Juguji,  and  ha- 
ying happily  croffed  the  Lake  Herte , got 
into  that  of  the  Hurons , which,  as  it 
has  been  already  laid,  is  much  larger 
than  the  other  two.*  We  myt  there  with 
a dreadful  Storm,  as  great  as  any  that  I | 
ever  heard  of  upon  the  Ocean,  or  any  I 
other  Sea,  but  we  had  the  good  For- 
tune to  find  a good  Road  called  Mifjili-  i 
machirtac.  It  is  an  JJthmus,  or  neck  of  i 
Land  about  Twenty  Leagues  broadband  ! 
1 2c  long,  between  the  Lake  of  the  Hu-  \ 

rons 
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rons  afld  that  of  the  Illinois , which  is  one 
of  the  fineft  fituations  in  the  World  : anti 
befides  the  prodigious  fertility  ol  the 
Soil,  and  all  forts  of  Game,  the  Inha- 
bitants have  an  extraordinary  plenty  of 
Filh. 

M.  la  Salle  took  an  exaft  furvey-  of 
that  fine  Country,  and  having  marked  J’ 
out  a Fort  for  our  focurity,  font  me, 
with  fome  others,  towards  the  North- 
Eail,  to  obferve  the  Fall  St.  Mary,  and 
endeavour  to  difoover  feme  of  our  De- 
fetters.  This  Fall  forms  two  Canals, 
and  a pretty  large  I (land,  which  being 
re-united,  make  a very  Rapid  River, 
by  which  the  Lake  of  the  Huron*  has 
communication  with  another  much  lar- 
ger than  all  the  reft.  I went  a-fhore 
upon  the  Northern  Coaft  of  the  Lake 
Huron , and  advanced  through  a •moil: 
delicious  Country,  as  fas  as  the  River 
Onto. , which  coming  out  of  that  great 
Lake,  runs  about  a Hundred  Leagues, 
and  falls  into  the  River  St.  Laurence, 

The  charming  Profpect  of  the  Banks  of 
that  River,  made  the  Fatigues  I fuf- 
fer’d  very  eafie  to  me,  tho  I had  no  ci- 
ther Provisions  than  what  I could  kill 
with  my  Gun.  I (pent  Eight  Days  ia 
my  Journey,  and  from  thence  Went  in- 
fo 4 to 
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to  the  Southern  Canal  I have  fpoken 
of  where  I Landed.  Idifcover’d  there 
a large  Plain  between  the  Lake  of  the 
Hurons  and  that  of  the  Illinois,  and  a 
fine  Settlement  belonging  to  the  Jefuits. 
I found  there  alfo  our  Deferters,  who 
appear’d,  at  firft,  very  ftubborn  and 
difaffefted,  but  were  at  laft  perfwaded 
to  return  with  me  to  Mifjllimachinac , 
where  I undedfood  that  M.  la  Sulle  had 
Sailed  from  thence  towards  the  end  of 
September , for  the  Bay  of  Paans,  where 
he  arriv’d  the  8th  of  October,  as  I have 
been  informed  fjnce. 

of  This  Bay  of  Puans  is  formed  by  an 
overflowing  of  the  Lake  of  the  Illinois, 
occafion’d  by  a great  River,  which  falls 
into  this  Lake.  This  River  call’d  Omf- 
concing  comes  from  another  Lake  about 
ioo  Leagues  diftant ; from  which  comes 
another  River,  which  falls  into  the 
Mijjifjtpi ; and  therefore  this  Lake  may 
be  lookt  upon  as  a Communication  be- 
tweep  Canada  and  the  <3ulph  of  Mexico f 
as  one  may  fee  by  the  Map. 

M.  la  Salle  being  arrived  in  that  Bay, 
took  fome  new  meafures,  and  lent  back 
his  Bark,  laden  with  Furs,  to  Niagara , 
and  embarked  again  in  Canoos  withfe- 
yenteen  Men  and  a Recoiled,  to  go  to 

' the 
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the  further  end  of  the  Lake  of  the  Illi- 
nois, where  he  arrived  the  firft  of  No- 
vember, 1679,  and  landed  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  River  of  the  Miami s. 

This  Country  lies  between  the  3 5 
and  40  degrees  of  Latitude  ; is  bounded  ^yoftbT 
to  the  Eefi  by  Virginia,  and  Florida  ; and  Miamis. 
on  the  other  fide  by  the  Iroquois  and  the 
Illinois.  The  Soil  is  very  fertile,  and 
produces  all  forts  of  Corn  and  Fruit; 
it  abounds  alfo  in  Cattle  and  Fifh.  M. 
la  Salle  vifited  the  Inhabitants,  and  find- 
ing their  Temper  tractable,  endeavou- 
red to  gain  their  Friendfhip  by  Prelents. 

They  exchanged  fbme  Merchandifes, 
and  M.  la  Salle  managed  this  Trade 
with  fo  much  prudence  and  dexterity, 
as  to  convince  them,  it  would  be  a great- 
er advantage  for  them  to  Trade  with 
the  French  than  with  the  Englijb  or  the 
Iroquois. 

However,  as  ‘he  obferved  that  this 
Nation  was  inconftant,  and  eafily  im- 
pofed  upon,  he  thought  fit  to  build  a 
Fort  for  his  Security,  and  to  make  there 
a kind  of  Magazine  for  the  execution  of 
his  further  Ibefigns,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done  with  all  convenient  fpeed, 

M.  la  Salle  having  chofen  an  advantage 
ous  Situation  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Ri- 
ver. The. 
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The  impatience  I had  to  re-join  M> 
la  Salle  with  the  fifteen  Men  I had 
brought  back  to  their  Duty,  obliged  me 
to  make  all  the  haftc  poftible,  but  the 
want  of  Provifions,  and  the  contrary 
Winds  obliged  us  to  land  within  Thirty 
Leagues  of  our  Fort,  where  we  found 
Acorns  and  home  Staggs,  wherewith 
we  refrefhed  our  felves.  My  Men  were 
foharaffed,  that  I could  never  perfwade 
them  to  imbark  again  the  fame  day, 
which  obliged  me  to  imbark  alone  with 
our  Pilots,  promifing  them  to  return 
Speedily.  The  Weather  being  very 
ftormy,  we  fpent  fix  days  before  we 
could  reach  the  Fort  Miamis,  where  I 
gave  an  Account  to  M.  la  Salle  of  my 
Difcoveries.  He  received  me  very  kind- 
ly, but  told  me  withal,  that  he  had  been 
better  pleaded  to  fee  me  arrived  with  all 
his  Men. 

Thefe  laft  words  Feefn’d  to  me  aCom- 
mand,  and  therefore  after  having  re- 
frefhed my  {elf,  I went  again  into  my 
Canoo,  but  I was  hardly  Fifteen 
Leagues  off,  that  I was  met  by  a vio- 
lent Storm,  in  which  our  Canoo  was 
overturned  and  then  let  to  rights  again, 
and  at  laft  driven  upon  the  more,  from 
whence  we  went  over  Land  to  meet 
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our  Men  at  the  place  appointed.  We 
arrived  there  the  next  Moving,  and 
having  fpent  the  reft  of  the  Day  to  get 
them  together,  embarked  again,  and 
came  in  lelfs  than  one  day  to  Fort 
Miami  s. 

M.  la  Salle  was  very  glad  to  lee  his 
Men  together,  looking  upon  this  Re- 
cruit as  a neceflarv  Supply  to  carry  on 
his  Defigns,  and  yet  thefe  very  Men 
diftppointed  them,  and  lome  time  after 
put  an  end  to  his  Difcoveries,  and  to  his 
Life,  lo  that  the  Men  alone,  upon  whom 
he  grounded  his  hopes,  were  the  only 
caule  of  all  the  Misfortunes  that  befell 
him,  and  of  the  Tragical  end  of  his  Life. 

M.  la  Salle  having  in  left  than  two 
Months  put  his  Fort  in  a good  pofture 
of  Defence,  as  well  to  protect  his  Barks, 
and  Canoos,  as  to  defend  him  left'  againft 
the  Natives  on  the  Land  fide,  and  in- 
gaged  the  chief  of  the  Nation  into  his 
Interefts,  refolved  to  advance  as  far  as 
the  Illinois , whole  neareft  Habitation 
was  above  i oo  Leagues  from  our  Fort. 

The  only  way  to  go  to  them,  was  to  . 
Embark  upon  a River,  which  fpringing  £?* 
from  a Hill  within  fix  Leagues  of  the 
Lake  of  the  Illinois , becomes  Navigable 
above  Forty  Leagues  from  our  Fort,  and 

falls 
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falls  into  the  MifTJfipi,  after  a courfe  of 
200  Leagues.  W e left  ouf  Fort  and 
the  Country  of  the  Miamis  in  the  begin- 
ing  of  December , leaving  only  ten  Men 
to  fecure  our  Magazines ; and  having 
earned  our  Canoos  and  Equipage  over 
Land,  arrived  four  days  after  upon  the 
River  of  the  Illinois , where  we  Embark- 
ed to  the  number  of  Forty  four  Perfbns, 
without  reckoning  Three  Recollects. 
We  fell  down  the  faid  River,  by  eafie 
Journeys,  the  better  to  obferve  that 
Countrey,  and  fupply  our  felves  with 
Provifioris.  The  Banks  of  that  River 
are  as  charming  to  the  Eye,  as  ufeful  for 
Life.  The  xMeadows,  Fruit-Trees,  and 
Foreds,  affording  every  thing  that  is 
neceffary  for  Men  and  Beads,  fo  that 
being  amufed  by  that  agreeable  variety, 
we  fpent  fix  days  from  the  Portage  (that 
is  the  place  where  we  Embarked)  to 
the  firft  Village  of  the  Illinois , called 
£mnolpontdalamia,  confiding  of  above  yoo 
Cabins,  where  we  found  no  Inhabitants. 
We  went  afhore,  and  viewed  their  Cab- 
bins  or  Cottages,  which  are  made  with 
great  pieces  of  Timber,  interlac’d  with 
Branches,  and  cover’d  with  Bark.  1 he 
infide  is  more  neat,  the  Walls  or  Tides, 
as  well  as  the  Floor, being  finely  matted. 

Every 
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Every  Cottage  lias  two  Appartments, 
wherein  feveral  Families  might  lodge., 
and  under  every  one  of  them  there  is  a 
Cave  or  Vault,  wherein  they  preferve 
their  Indian- Corn,  of  which  we  took  a 
fufficient  quantity,  becaufe  we  wanted 
Provilions. 

We  continued  our  Voyage,  and  above 
Thirty  Leagues  lower  fell  into  a Lake 
or  Pond  above  {even  Leagues  in  Circuit, 
where  we  caught  excellent  Fifh ; and 
following  the  If  ream,  fell  again  into  the 
Channel  of  the  River,  and  found  our 
felves  between  two  Bodies  of  Savages, 
who  were  Encamped  on  both  fides  tire 
River.  They  had  no  fooner  difcovered 
us,  but  they  run  to  their  Arms,  and  put  7he  3W- 
themfdves  in  order  of  Battel,  after  ha-  £re£ 
ving  lent  their  Wives  and  Children  into  in  order  cf 
the  Woods.  W e put  our  felves  like- 
wife  in  good  poliure,  and  brought  our 
Canoos  upon  a Line,  and  advanced  to- 
wards the  Shore  in  that  order.  The /A 
linois  oblerving  our  Countenance,  and 
being  naturally  inclin’d  to  Peace,  con- 
tented themfelves  to  ask  us,  who  we 
were  ? We  anfwered  by  our  Iaterpre- 
:er,  that  we  were  Subjects  to  the  King  of 
France , and  come  to  make  them  know 
he  Mailer  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  and 

offer 


they  accept 
our  Propo- 
fxls. 


offer  them  die  Protection  of  our  great 
Monarch  ; adding,  that  if  they  would 
put  tftemfelves  under  his  Protection, 
•they  fhould  live  happily,  and  free  front 
the  Infuks  of  their  Enemies.  We  told 
them  befides,  that  though  their  Coun- 
try was  plentiful,  they  wanted  Tndu- 
ftry  to  enjoy  the  Advantages  of  it,  and 
therefore  offer’d  them  our  own,  pro- 
vided they  would  have  Commerce  with 
us.  Th  £ Illinois  having  heard  our  An- 
fwer  and  Propofals,  received  us  not  as 
Savages  trie  to  do,  but  as  Men  well- 
bred  and  oiviliz’di  They  exprefs’d-  as 
much  a-s  they  could,  their  Veneration 
for  our  King;  they'-prefented 
Calumet,  -the  Signal  Or  Badge  of  Peace 
among  all  thofe  Nations,  as  it  has-been 
already  obferved.  They  ufe  the  word 
ofSwgiHgOt  Dancitigithp  Calumet.  When 
they  ling  it,  they  drive  a Pole  into  the 
Ground,  and  every  one  brings  in  thaP 
place  what  he  hath  taken  from  the  Ene- 
my, of  which  they  make  a kind  of  Tro- 
phy, and  fing  about  it  their  Warlike. 
Expeditions  and  glorious  Feats.  1 hey 
call  Dancing  the  Calumet,  when  they 
Dance  about  that  TrOphey  after  the 
Singing  is  over. 
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We  anfwer’d  their  Ceremonies  and 
omplements  by  all  the  demonftrations 
Joy  we  could  think  on,  and  fome 
relents  as  tokens  of  ourFriendfhip.We 
'Id  them,  that  Neceffity  had  forc’d  us 
» take  fome  Indian  Corn  out  of  their  emr~ 
illage,  for  which  we  gave  them  fome  mn  us' 
oys  and  Brandy.  This  Convinc’d 
lem  of  our  Sincerity,  and  fending  for 
leir  Wives  and  Children,  made  prepa- 
tions  to  entertain  us  with  all  the  So- 
mnity  and  Magnificence  they  are  ca- 
ible  of,  with  Beef  and  Stag,  and  all 
i ts  of  Venifon  and  Fowls.  We  were 
:vy  liberal  on  our  fide  of  our  Brandy, 
that  theFeaft  lafted  three  whole  days; 
iring  which,  we  made  feveral  Difohar- 
:s  of  our  Arms,  at  which  they  were 
ighted,  but  our  good  Words  and  kind 
t preflions  confirmed  them  in  the  good 
pinion  they  had  of  us.  The  familiar 
itles  of  Brothers,  Friends,  and  Com- 
des  were  not  forgotten  ; and  even 
me  of  us  were  Adopted  into  the  chief 
unifies  amongft  them ; fo  that  through 
e natural  Inconftancy  of  the  Ameri- 
we  difcover’d  in  the  Illinois , a 
eat  Humanity,  and  a good  difpofiti- 
to  Civil  Society., 

They 
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charade?  They  are  naturally  Care  fling,  Flatte- 
ofths  ini-  rers>  and  Complaifant,  but  on  the  other 
fide  Cunning,  and  dexterous  at  all  Ex- 
ercifes.  They  are  generally  fpeaking 
well  fhaped,  ftrong,  and  of  a browr 
or  tawnyComplexion.  Hunting  istheii 
great  Delight,  which  makes  them  in- 
docible.  They  love  Women  with  ex 
cefs,  and  Boys  above  Women,  fo  thai 
they  become  by  that  horrid  Vice,  verj 
effeminate.  5 f is  obfervabie  however 
that  notwithftanding  that  vitious  Incli- 
nation, they  have  leveral  Laws  to  pu- 
nifh  that  infamous  Vice.  For.  as  foor 
as  a Boy  has  proftituted  himfelf,  he  is; 
degraded  in  a manner  of  his  Sex,  being 
forbidden  to  wear  the  Apparel  or  Name 
of  Man,  and  to  make  any  Office  oi 
Function  fit  for  Men,  even  nor  fo  mucf 
as  to  be  fuffered  to  go  a Hunting.  The] 
are  therefore  look’d  upon  as  Women 
and  confin’d  to  their  Employments,  o 
whom  they  are  even  more  flighted  an< 
hated  than  by  Men;  infomuch  tha 
thefe  Wretches  become,  by  their  Crimej 
the  fcorn  and  contempt  of  both  Sexe^ 
Thus  without  .any- .help, but  natural  Rea 
fon,  they  are  lenfible  of  their  Crime 
and  have  made  thefe  Laws  as  a Bridl 
to  tnafter  tl  u*  brutifh  fenfuality,  tho 
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as  I have  faid  before,  they  hate  all  man- 
ner of  reftraint  \ they  marry  leveral 
Wives,  and  to  preferve  Peace  and  Uni- 
on in  their  Families,  they  marry  com- 
monly Sifters  or  near  Relations.  They 
are  very  Jealous,  and  punilh  the  Infide- 
lity of  their  Wives  with  a great  leveri- 
ty.  Hermaphrodites  are  very  common 
amongft  them,  but  whether  it  be  an  ef- 
fect of  the  Climate  or  no,  I do  not  pre- 
tend to  determine.  Women,  and  the 
proftituted  Boys  I have  fpoken  of,  work 
fine  Mats  for  hanging  their  Cottages, 
while  Men  go  ^Hunting  or  till  the 
Ground  for  lowing  of  Indian  Corn.Their 
Country  is  fituated  along  the  River, 
which  bears  their  Name,  and  are  difc 
perled  in  leveral  Villages.  This  con- 
tains about  1 500  Souls,  amongft  whom 
we  computed  500  fighting  Men. 

M.  La  Salle  being  fenfibie  of  the 
ftreogth  of  this  Nation,  thought  that 
nothing  was  to  be  negle£ted  to  keep 
them  in  amity  with  us ; but  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  was  neceflaryto  provide  our 
felves  againft  their  Inconftancy.  There- 
fore he  ordered  a Fort  to  be  built  upon  a 
riling  ground  ne'ar  the  River,  which 
was  in  a little  time  in  a pofture  of  defence. 
However  he  was  in  great  pain  for  his 
D Bark, 
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Bark  which  he  had  fent  back  from  the 
Bay  of  Puans  to  Niagara, of  which'  he  had 
no  manner  of  News.  This,  together 
with  the  malice  of  fome  of  our  Men, 
made  him  To  melancholy,  that  the  Pale- 
nefs  of  his  Face  betrayed  the  grief  of  his 
Heart ; but  as  he  was  very  Couragious, 
he  concealed  it  as  welt  as  poflibie,  con- 
tenting himfelf  to  manifeft  it  by  the 
Name  of  Crevecaeur  (breaking  Heart) 
which  lie  gave  to  his  Fort. 

We  had  however  hitherto  no  great 
caufe  of  Complaint ; we  had  happily 
carried  on  our  Difcovery  to  500  Leagues 
beyond  Fort  Prontenac,  and  made  leve- 
ral  Forts  for  the  Communication  and 
Security  of  our  Settlements.  Moft  of 
the  Savages  were  entred  into  our  Alli- 
ance, and  the  fierceft  among  them,  had 
not  fo  much  as  offer’d  to  hop  our  Pro- 
grefs,  fo  that  we  found  no  Enemies  but 
our  (elves,  and  our  own  Divifions, 
which  proved  at  iaft  a fatal  fource  of 
great  Misfortunes  and  Miferies. 
jSforaa-  Molt  of  our  Men  being  difeouraged 
rings  tfthe  by  a long  and  tedious  Voyage,  the 
r u end  whereof  they  could  not  fee,  and 
weary  of  a wandring  Life  in  Forefts 
and  Defarts,  where  they  had  no  other 
Company  but  Brutes,  and  Savages,  with- 
S out 
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out  any  Guide,  Carriage,  and  Provifi- 
ons  could  not  forbear  murmuring  a- 
gainft  the  Author  of  fo  tirefome  and 
perillous  an  Enterprife.  M.  La  Salle , 
whole  penetration  was  extraordinary, 
dilcover’d  immediately  their  diffatisfa- 
ftion,  and  try’d  ail  poffible  means  to 
prevent  the  confequences  thereof.  The 
glory  of  the  Enterprile,  the  exemple  of 
the  Spaniards,  the  hopes  of  a great  Boo- 
ty, and  every  thing  elfe  that  may  en- 
gage Men,  we  made  ufe  of  to  incou- 
rage them, and  infpire  them  with  better 
Sentiments ; but  theft  Exhortations,  like 
Oil  poured  upon  Fire,  ferved  only  to 
increafe  their  diffatisfa&ion.  What  fa  id 
they  ? muft  we  always  be  Slaves  to  his 
Caprichios , and  be  continually  bubbl’d 
by  hisVihons,  and  foolilh  Expectati- 
ons ? and  muft  the  Fatigues  we  have 
hitherto  undergone  be  ufed  as  an  Argu- 
ment to  oblige  us  to  go  through  more 
Perils,  to  gratifie  the  Ambition  or  Folly 
of  a mercilels  Man,  who  upon  fair  pre- 
tences has  tranfplanted  us  into  this  new 
World  amongft  Brutes.  We  are  very 
far  from  our  Country,  without  Provi- 
fions  or  any  other  help ; but  our  cafe 
fhall  be  ten  times  worfe,  if  we  follow 
the  wandring  Inclinations  of  a Man, 
D 2 who 
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who  is  refolded  to  go  to  the  further  end 
of  the  World.  He  has  made  himfelf 
Rich  by  our  Perils,  and  to  our  own  lofs; 
what  then  have  we  to  do,  but  to  put  a 
flop,  by  his  Death,  to  our  further  Mi- 
series, and  take  pofleffion  of  what  he 
has  gained  by  our  Fatigues?  1 hefe  were 
the  Arguments  theie  V lilains  ufed  to  in- 
courage themlelves  to  the  horrid  Crime 
they  had  refblved  upon ; but  having, 
upon  Second  thoughts,  confidered  the 
confluences  of  their  violent  Defigns, 
they  thought  it  would  be  more  Safe  to 
incite  the  Illinois  againft  him,  that  he 
might  perifh  by  their  Hands. 

The  AniH-  T°  comPa^*s  that  villainous  Deugn, 
ee$  of  tk  they  made  a Shew  of  an  extraordinary 
Maisoon-  priendfhip  to  the  Savages,  and  let  them 
know,  that  'by  reafon  of  the  good  En- 
tertainment they  had  received  from  i 
them,  they  thought  themfelves  oblig’d 
to  acquaint  them  with  the  dangers  they 
were  threaded  with.  They  told  them 
. that  M.  La  Salle  was  in  a ftrid  Alii- 
ance  with  the  Iroquois  heir  ancient  and 
implacable  Enemies;  that  he  was  ad- 
vanced into  their  Country  to  difeover 
their  Situation  and  Strength ; that  the 
Fort  he  had  built  was  to  bridle  them ; 
and  that  the  Voyage  he  pretended  to 
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make  to  Fort  Fronteit&c,  was  in  order  to 
acquaint  the  Iroquois  with  their  Conditi- 
on, and  conduct  them  into  their  Coun- 
try, to  deflroy  altogether  their  Nation, 
having  agreed  together  to  fhare  tiie 
Booty  amongft  them ; concluding,  that 
having  revealed  to  them  the  wicked  De- 
signs of  their  Commander,  they  left  it 
to  their  own  prudence,  to  take  what 
meafures  they  fhould  think  neceffary  for 
their  Security. 

5Tis  very  eafieto  guefi  what  impreP 
fion  fuch  a Difcovery  wrought  upon  a 
Weak  and  Credulous  People,  who  be- 
lieved without  any  further  Inquiry, 
whatever  our  Villains  had  told  them. 
They  broke  off  immediately  their  Socie- 
ty with  us,  and  lookt  upon  us, but  chiefly 
upon  our  Chief,  as  their  greateft  Ene- 
mies, and  refolved  upon  our  Ruin.  M. 
Ln  Salle  fufpe&ed  the  caufe  of  their 
Miftruft,  and  was  ienfible  of  the  dan- 
ger he  was  expofed  to,  but  did  n<  t 
know  from  whence  it  came.  Plis  great 
Courage  was  not  however  call  down, 
and  trufting  to  his  good  Confluence, 
went  boldly  to  the  Chief  of  the  Sava- 
ges, and  told  them,  That  he  obferved 
fuch  an  alteration  in  their  proceedings 
with  him,  that  he  could  not  but  be  con- 
D 3 cerned 


i Hf 

* " 'I 

' T 

. N: 
ill! 

1 r. 


■ 

■hi". 


38  M.  Ve  La  Salle. 

cerned  at  it  • and  therefore  defir’d  them 
to  tell  him  the  Motives  of  their  Mi- 
ilruft,  and  to  confider  whether  they 
were  well  grounded,  or  only  an  Ar- 
tifice of  their  common  Enemies,  who 
were  jealous  of  the  good  Correfpon- 
dence  that  was  between  them. 

The  Illinois  could  not  refufe  that  rea- 
jrd  how  finable  Demand,  and  therefore  told 

they  t veye  ■ 

dijeovered.  him,  that  his  own  Men  had  difeover’d 
his  Defigns  againft  them,  in  conjuncti- 
on with  the  Iroquois.  M.  La  Salle , tho’ 
furpriz’d  at  the  ferfidioufnefs  and  Trea- 
chery of  his  Men,  made  ule  of  fuch  con- 
vincing Arguments,  to  prove  the  Ma- 
lice of  his  Accufers  and  his  Innocence, 
together  with  the  impoffibility  of  his 
League  with  a Cruel  Nation,  who  is 
bound  by  no  Law  nor  Senle  of  Huma- 
nity ; that  the  Illinois  were  perfwaded 
of  the  fincerity  of  his  Intentions,  and  of 
the  Motive  of  his  Enemies,  and  there- 
fore we  became  Friends  again. 

The  arrival  Calmwas  hardly  letled,but  that  it 

of.  Maufo-was  difturbed  by  a more  dangerous 
!ea.  ftorm  than  the  former,  by  the  arrival 
©f  one  Maufolea , a fecret  Emiflary  of 
the  Iroquois,  of  the  neighbouring  Nati- 
on oft  he  Mafcontans,  a Cunning  Sediti- 
ous and  Eloquent  Man.  This  pretend- 
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ed  EmbafTador  arriv’d  in  the  Camp  of 
the  Illinois  during  the  Night,  and  ha- 
ving gain’d  the  chief  of  them,  the  Coun- 
cil was  called,  where  Maufolea  having 
difplayed  his  Prelents,  acquainted  the 
AlTembly  with  the  motives  of  his  Em- 
bafiie.  He  told  them  that  it  was  not 
the  Intereft  alone  of  his  Nation  and 
theirs,  but  rather  of  all  the  Americans , 
which  had  occafion’d  his  Deputation, 
feeing  jjhat  they  were  informed  that  the 
French  were  come  with  a Defign  to  fub- 
due  the  whole  Country  of  the  North- 
ern America  to  the  Gulph  of  Mexico ; 
that  to  fucceed  therein,  we  pretended 
not  only  to  make  ufe  of  our  own  Forces, 
but  likewile  of  the  Americans  them  (elves; 
that  in  order  thereunto,  we  had  con- 
traded  a ftrid  Alliance  with  the  Iro- 
quois their  common  Enemies : That  the 
Fort  we  had  erected  on  their  River, was 
the  .beginning  of  our  Tyranny,  and  a 
place  of  Refuge  ’till  the  arrival  of  our 
Confederates : That  if  they  expeded  a- 
ny  longer,  and  gave  us  time  to  join  to- 
gether, their  Mderies  fhould  be  paft  re- 
medy, and  therefore  adviled  them  to 
prevent  us, and  deftroy  us  whilft  it  was 
in  their  power. 

D 4 Theft 


M.  De  LaSalle.  -1 

The  crafy  Thefe  Calumnies  of  Maufotea  made  a, 

vam'e'of  g' ea  1 1111  Prcffion  011  the  credulous  Illinois, 
tfeiuinois.  and  fo  much  the  more,  becaufe  his  Ac- 
cufation  agreed  exattly  with  what  our 
own  Men  had  told  them.  But  doubt-  ' 
lei’s  the  Reader  experts  an  Account  of 
the  Reafon  that  put  the'  hoquois  upon 
this  Villainous  trick  ; and  if  we  remem- 
ber what  has  been  already  faid  of  the 
Character  of  that  barbarous  Nation,  ’tis 
ealie  to  difcern,  that  they  wer#  afraid 
that  the  Illinois  would  grow  too  pow- 
erful by  their  Commerce  with  us,  and 
be  enabled  by  the  ufe  of  Fire-arms,  to 
make  head  again!!  them,  and  therefore 
they  made  ule  of  this  Maufolea  to  Ac- 
cede us  as  he  did,  in  order  to  incenle 
the  Illinois  again!!  our  Nation,  and  pre- 
vent thereby  our  Settlement  jn  the 
Country. 

M.  La  Salle , who  relyed  upon  the 
Faith  of  the  late  Reconciliation,  knew 
nothing  of  this  new  Storm  ; and  having 
no  other  Thoughts  than  to  fettle  his  U- 
nion  with  the  Illinois , role  very  ear- 
ly, and  went  direftly  to  the  Camp  of 
the  Illinois  with  his  beft  Friend,  where 
he  was  mightily  furpriz’d  to  fee  a gene- 
ral Uproar,  and  that  no  body  would 
fpeaH  with  him.  The  Conjuncture  was 

very 
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:ry  nice,  and  therefore  M.  la Salle  was 
i a great  perplexity,  and  did  not  know 
'hat  to  do. Some  were  of  Opinion  to  re- 
re  into  the  Fort ’till  this  newTreachery 
as  difcover’d,  burhe  would  not  hear- 
en  to  this  Advice,  left  his  Retreat 
aould  confirm  the  Accufarion  of  his  &• 
emies  ; and  took  a Refolution  more 
worthy  of  himfeff,  tho’  more  dange- 
rs. He  went  up  boldly  to  the  Affem- 
ly  of  the  Chief  of  the  Nation,  and  ex- 
celled himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  in 
heir  own  Language,  and  much  to  this 
ffe£t. 

Friends, 

r Cannot  but  wonder  at  your  InconJtancy',Ur.nsd-  ]'t 
I we  parted  very  good  Friends  lafl  Night , 
nd  this  Morning  I jindyou  almojl  in  Arms  „0is]  1 

gainjt  me ; no  body  /peaks  to  me , and  every 
>ody  threatens  me  : What  new  Crime  have 
’ committed  ? or  rather  by  what  new  Impo- 
tor  have  you  been  incen/ed  again (i  me  ? I 
ur render  my  /elf,  and  therefore  if  ever  I 
have  acted  againfl  the  Intereji  of  your  Na- 
■ ion , you  may  do  what  you  pleafe , I am  at 
i mr  mercy.  The  Savages  confidering 
his  Speech,  and  his  Countenance,  were 
almoft  perfwaded  with  his  Innocence, 
and  told  him  the  Subjeft  of  the  Em- 
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baffie  of  Maufolea , who  was  at  that  time 
prefen t,  whereupon  M.  la  Salle  direct- 
ed his  Speech  to  him  in  this  manner 
Tou  accufe  me  of  an  Alliance  with  a Bar- 
barous and  Treacherous  Nation , but  when 
are  your  Proofs  ? If  you  have  any  ? [peak 
out ; but  if  you  have  none , do  you  think 
the  Illinois  will  believe  your  malicious 
Contrivances. 

Maufolea  had  certainly  no  Proof,  but 
endeavoured  to  make  out  his  Accufation 
by  fbme  Circumftances ; as  his  former 
Commerce  with  the  Iroquois;  the  Fort 
he  had  built  upon  the  kiver  of  the  Il- 
linois • and  his  return  to  Fort  Frontenac, 
concluding  that  though  thefe  were  no 
direCt  Proofs,  yet  they  were  fubftanti- 
al  Indications  of  his  Defign.  It  was 
very  eafie  for  M.  la  Salle  to  anfwer  his 
Arguments,  and  to  fhew  that  the  Iro- 
yuois,  being  jealous  of  their  good  Corre- 
lpondence,  and  fenfible  that  their  Union 
would  enable  them  to  make  head  againft 
them ; had  hir’d  this  Emiffary  to  create 
thefe  Divifions.  He  advifed  them  to 
tonfider  every  thing,  and  how  the  Iro- 
quois hadfubdued,  by  their  Artifices, the 
Miamisy  the  Quiaquons , and  the  Mafcou_ 
tans , who  fent  this  pretended  Advice 
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therefore  exhorted  to  weigh  every 
g,  and  enquire  into  the  Embaflie, 
le  fufpected  Maafolea  was  fent  by  the 
uotSy  and  not  by  his  own  Nation ; 
ring  them,  in  the  mean  time,  that 
eas  come  to  proted  them  againft  the 
•uois  and  their  other  Enemies, 
hefe  Reafbns  being  accompanied  rfer 
i the  allured  nefs  which  a good  f0Jfe, 
ife  infpires,  had  a!!  the  expeffed  ef- 
; infomuch  that  Maufolea  himfeif, 
of  Fear,  or  remorfe  of  Conlcience, 
feis’d,  that  the  Iroquois  had  fpread 
e Reports  among  the  Mafcontms,  on 
pole  to  excite  a general  Infurredion 
inft  us,  and  owned  that  the  fafety  of 
Illinois,  and  of  his  own  Nation,  de- 
ded  on  their  Union  with  us ; where- 
in the  Illinois  made  us  all  the  Pro- 
ations  in  the  World,  that  they  would 
rer  renounce  our  Alliance,  nor  give 
any  more  to  the  Suggeftions  of  our 
nmon  Enemies. 

rhis  Peace  and  good  Correfpondence  M.JaSai- 
ngthus  happily  refiord,  M.  U Salle  \ls 
n’d  all  his  Thoughts  towards  his 
terprife,  and  finding  himfeif  near  the 
:at  River  Miffiffipi , he  refolved  to  di- 
!e  his  Men  to  carry  on  at  once  his 
fcoveries  to  the  North  and  to  the 
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South,  by  means  of  that 'River,  refen 
ing  for  himfelf  to  fall  down  to  the  Se; 
and  to  fend  forne  body  elfe  toward  th 
fouree  of  the  River.  But  as  he  w* 
thus  preparing  himfelf,  his  Treacherot 
Men  plotted  to  put  a flop  both  to  h! 
Journey  and  to  his  Life,  and  to  poifo 
him  and  his  bell  Friends  at  once.  The 
pitched  upon  Chri(lmas-clay  for  a£tin 
this  Villainy,  and  found  means  to  pi 
feme  Foifon  into  the  Pot,  to  cut  off  i 
one  blow,  all  fuch  as  might  have  avei 
ged  the  Death  of  their  Captain,  ah 
likewife  to  remain  the  fble  Matters  ( 
the  Fort,  and  of  all  the  Effefts  th; 
were  therein.  * , 

M.ia  Saiie  The  Dinner  was  hardly  over,  th; 
M.  k Salle  and  his  Friends  found  then 
felves  very  ill.  They  fell  into  Cor 
vuJfions  and  other  Symptoms,  whic 
difeover’d  the  truecaufe  of  them;  when 
upon  they  took  a Dole  of  goc 
Treacle,  and  by  this  quick  remed 
prevented  the  effeft  of  the  Porfbn,  ii 
fornuch  that  all  recover’d. 

This  was  too  plain  to  be  denyed,  ar; 
2^““  Too  horrid  to  be  forgiven,  therefore  tl 
Rogues  ran  away  to  avoid  the  iuft  pi 
> nifhment  they  deferv’d  ; and  tho*  A1 
la  Salle  fent  after  them,  it  was  not  pc1 

fib 
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> to  overtake  them,  the  thick  Forefts 
rdiog  them  a fair  opportunity  to 
ce  their  efcape.  The  defertion  of 
e Villains  weaken’d  our  Band,  but 
were  foon  recruited  by  feveral 
mg  Savages,  who  engag’d  them- 
es into  our  Service,  and  hkewife 
fome  French  Men  who  were  dii- 
s’d  and  wandering  in  the  Woods, 
that  our  number  was  in  a little  time 
tfiderably  increafed. 

Things  being  thus  fettl  d,  M.  USaUe  ^ 

3ly’d  himfelf  to  the  execution  of  his  t^oinui 
iieQ:  and  appointed  Mr.  Due  an  lor  fonbedif 
: Difcovery  of  the  Country  along  the 
fftffipi.  to  the  North-eaft,  with  tour 
eneb  Men,  two  Savages,  and  Father 
uis  a Recollect.  He  gave  ’em  Arms, 
nmunition,  and  fome  Merchandife 
trade  with  the  Nations.  They  ctn* 
rked  on  the  28th  of  February  1680, 
d fell  down  the  River  of  the  lUmm 
to  the  and  from  thence  went 

i that  great  River  for  450  Leagues 
1 get  her  to  the  Norths  and  came  with* 
feven  Leagues  of  its  Source,  landing 
3W  and  then  on  both  Tides  to  view  the 
ountry,  and  by  what  Nation  it  was 
ihabited. 


The 
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rt'fzi  fpi'ings  out  of  a Fou 

mj.  ’ ta‘n  on  the  top  of  a Hill  in  the  Count! 
of  the  Iffdti,  about  the  50  degree  of  Li 
titude  : It  receives  lb  many  Rivolef 
that  it  becomes  Navigable  for  Boa 
within  fix  Leagues  from  its  Source.  T1 
Country  along  its  Banks  is  Inhabite 
by  leveral  Nations,  as  the  Hmetons,  1 
fati’s,  Oua,  Tintonha,  and  Nadoueflim 
who  received  Mr.  Dacan  with  ail  th 
kindnefs  imaginable.  He  traded  wit 
them,  and  increaled  his  number  wit 
leveral  Savages,  who  offered  to  accom- 
pany him.  He  let  up  likewife  the  King; 
Arms  about  two  Leagues  from  th 
lource  of  the  River,  upon  a great  Tre 
in  fight  of  thole  Nations,  as  a Marl 
that  they  became  Subjects  to  his  Ma 
Iter.  He  made  alio  leveral  Settlements 
and  one,  among  the  reft,  among  the  IJ 
J aft’s  where  lome  French  Men  defir’c 
to  remain. 

m.  Dacan  This  Gentleman,  charmed  with  th 
docility  ofthele  Nations,  and  engage! 
that  Com-  by  the  advantagious  Trade  that  he  me’ 
try’  with  there,  advanced  to  the  Lake  o: 
the  Arfenipoits,  which  is  about  Thirty 
Leagues  in  Circuit.  That  Nation  re 
ceived  our  Men  kindly,  notwithftand 
ing  their  natural  fiercenels,  and  the\ 

found 
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nded  there  an  Habitation,  and  ano- 
r among  the  Chongaskaheesy  or  Na- 
is  of  Strong  Men , who  are  Neigh- 
irs  of  the  Arfenipoits. 

Awhile  Mr.  Dacan  was  carrying  on  la  Sai- 
Difcoveries,  M.  la  Salle  took  his 
it  of  the  Illinois , to  return  to  Fort  Illinois. 
ntenacy  in  order  to  get  a new  fupply 
Men  and  Ammunition,  and  likewile 
view  in  what  condition  were  his 
ts,  Magazines  and  Settlements,  and 
ten  the  building  of  a new  Ship, 
ich  he  had  order’d  to  be  made.  He 
out  the  8th  of  November  y 1680,  and 
rec  days  after  arrived  to  the  Village 
the  Illinois,  where  he  refolved  to 
Id  another  Fort  on  a rifing  ground, 

Drder  to  command  the  MiamiSy  Ou- 
imisy  KjkafouSy  Aifnous,  and  Mafcou- 
t ; and  to  ferve  likewile  for  a Place 
Refuge  to  the  French . This  Defign, 

’ prudent  and  advantagious,  was 
vever  attended  with  Tome  fatal  Coh- 
uences,  as  we  fhall  lee  hereafter. 

Having  taken  all  the  oblervations  that 
thought  neceffary  ; he  continued  his  If  mol} 
irney,  and  met,  about  two  Leagues  his  Men, 
m the  Village  of  the  Illinois , two  of 
Men, whom  he  had  lent  two  Months 
ore  to  Mijfilimachimcy  to  endeavour 

to 
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to  get  Intelligence  of  his  new  Shi} 
Thele  Rogues  pretended  to  have  don 
their  uumoft,  without  having  been  abl 
to  Ddcover  what  was  become  of  hej 
tho’  they  had  burnt  it  themlelves,  afte 
having  {old  the  Effects  that  were  o 
board  to  the  Iroquois.  M.  la  Salle  fufpefj 
ed  patently  that  it  was  loft,  but  how 
ever,  appeared  as  unconcern’d  as  before 
and  lent  me  in  a Letter  a Draught  t] 
the  Fort  he  had  marked  out,  orderin' 
me  to  work  thereupon  immediately,  j 
Thefe  Villains,  who  had  already  (oh 
us  to  the  Iroquois , made  a great  haftd 
in  order  to  improve  the  abfence  of  ou 
Commander  to  their  advantage,  and  d4 
liver’d  me  the  Letter  ofM .la  Salle,  whicj 
being  very  prefling,  I went  immediate 
Jy  to  the  jjlace  I was  commanded  t« 
exhorting  my  Men  to  Peace  and  Union 
t and  leaving  the  Fort  under  the  Core 
mand  of  the  moft  Faithful.  The  plao 
M.  la  Salle  had  pitched  upon,  was  | 
Rock  very  high,  the  top  of  which  w| 
even  and  of  a convenient  fpace,  io  thf 
ow  ion xt  commanded  the  River,  and  the  C0114 
Plunder’d*  try  round  about.  I had  already  draw 
fome  Lines,  and  made  other  prcparat 
ons  to  build  it,  wheh  I heard  that  the 
Villains  had  leduc’d  and  perverted  mo 
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)f  our  men,  infomuch  that  they  had 
plundered  our  Fort,  and  carried  away 
w hat  was  moft  valuable  in  it.  I return- 
ed immediately,  and  found  only  feven 
)r  eight  French  Men  in  the  Fort,  who 
tad  been  fo  honeft  as  to  deteft  the  Vil- 
lany  of  their  Comrades,  but  not  able 
:o  prevent  it.  I confefs  my  Heart  .was 
drnoft  broke,  when  I confider’d  the 
Condition  we  were  in,  without  any 
help  amongft  Savages  ; but  haying 
found  a good  quantity  of  Ammunition, 
with  Arms  left  in  the  Fort,  I thought 
the  Caufe  was  not  altogether  Defperate, 
and  encouraged  my  Men,  by  the  hopes 
of  a quick  return  of  M.  La  Salle , and  all 
other  Arguments  that  I could  think  on, 
not  forgetting  the  glory  they  had  gain- 
ed by  their  Fidelity,  and  the  Reward 
they  might  expert,  if  they  fupported 
this  Difgrace  with  Courage.  I took 
an  exa£l  Account  of  the  Datnmage  we 
had  fuftained,  and  fent  it  to  M.  La  Sal- 
le. I redoubled  in  the  mean  time  my 
care  and  application  to  preferve  our 
Correfpondence  with  the  Illinois , and 
by  thefe  means  we  put  our  felves  ve- 
ry near  in  as  good  a pollute  as  before, 
the  number  of  Men  excepted. 

M.  La  Salle  having  received  thefe 
E difmal 
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difmal  Tidings,  made  a great  fearch  af- 
ter thofe  Rogues,  and  purliied  them  fo 
dole  I y,  that  part  of  them  furrendred 
themfelves,  and  the  reft  were  taken. 
He  caufed  the  moft  Seditious  to  be 
Rang’d,  and  pardon’d  the  reft.  He 
lent  the  Meffenger  back  to  me,  with 
a promile  of  a quick  Supply,  and  Or- 
ders to  tarry  for  him  in  the  Fort.  A 
whole  Year  however  elapled  in  this 
expectation,  but  our  number  being  in- 
creafed,  by  the  arrival  of  lome  French 
Men,  and  the  conjunction  of  lome  Sava- 
ges, we  would  have  wanted  nothing 
at  all,  had  not  a lad  and  unforeleen 
Accident  difappointed  our  Meafures. 

Our  lots  was  hardly  repaired,  when 
ni, Iro'  we  fell  into  a greater  danger ; for  in  the 
w°Mucke  Month  of  September  1687,  we  difcove- 
Mi-  red,  within  a quarter  of  a League  of 
aois'  the  Gamp  of  the  Illinois , about  600 
Iroquois  armed  with  Bows,  Swords,  Hal- 
berds, and  a great  many  of  them  with 
Fire-arms.  This  unexpected  Army 
frighted  the  Illinois , and  revived  their 
lufpicion  of  our  Correfpondence  with 
their  Enemies ; and  I muft  confels,  I 
was  in  a great  perplexity,  knowing  not 
'what  to  do  in  fo  nice  a juncture.  How- 
ever having  determin’d  my  felf,  I did 

whatever 
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liatever  I could  to  encourage  the  Illi- 
is,  and  told  them  that  I would  go  to 
e Camp  of  the  Iroquois,  and  endea- 
mr  to  bring  them  to  Terms;  affu- 
ig  them,  that  if  I could  not  lucceed, 
vould  fhare  the  danger  they  were 
l but  that  they  had  no  time  to  lole, 
d therefore  advis’d  them  to  lend  their 
omen  and  Children  away,  and  put 
imlelves  in  good  pofture  of  defence, 
ais  Propolal  convinc’d  them  of  the 
cerity  of  our  Intentions,  and  there- 
e they  gave  me  an  Interpreter,  and 
e of  their  chief  Men  to  accompany 
:,  and  be  Witnels  of  my  Negotia- 
n. 

The  Army  of  the  Iroquois  divided 
o two  Bodies,  and  commanded  by 
?ancourte,  Chief  of  Tfonnontouans, 
d Agoujlot  Chief  of  the  Defouatages, 
o experienc’d  Generals.  That  of  the 
itots  was  not  500  ftrong,  and  we  were 
t upward  of  2 5 French  Men  amongft 
im,  divided  in  their  Battalions, to  m- 
arage  them  by  our  Example,  and 
ep  them  in  the  beft  order  we  could.  I 
tted  from  our  Army  with  my  Inter- 
iter,  an  Illinois , and  two  French  Men, 
[1  advanced  toward  the  Iroquois,  whole 
ft  Wing  moved, at  the  lame  time,  to- 
E 2 ward 
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ward  our  Right,  where  our  Men  ap- 
peared very  relblute,  and  prepar’d  to 
* make  a vigorous  Defence. 

ebfirv’d™-  As  f°°n  as  I came  near  them,  they 
mongji  the  foot  at  us,  but  by  chance  none  was 
Smges.  wounded,  whereupon  I lent  back  the 
Illinois , and  the  two  French- men,  taking 
upon  my  felf  all  the  peril  attending  fuch 
a Deputation.  As  loon  as  I came  at  a 
convenient  diftance,  I fhewed  a Collar, 
it  being  the  Cuftom  amongft  the  Sa- 
vages, to  make  all  their  Propolals  with 
Collars,  the  fame  being  the  Symbol  ol 
Peace,  Union,  and  Alliance.  I advan- 
ced upon  the  publick  Faith  of  the 
Badge,  but  I was  no  fooner  in  the  Camp, 
but  I was  leized  by  thole  Villains,  one 
of  whom  took  my  Collar,  whilft  ano- 
ther defign’d  to  ftab  me  with  a Knife 
but  it  pleafed  God,  that  the  Knife  Hi- 
ded along  one  of  my  Ribs,  which  faved 
my  Life.  The  moft  Rational,  or  rathei 
the  leaft  Brutilhof ’em,  refcued  me  from 
their  Hands,  and  after  having  ftopt  the 
Blood  with  a kind  of  Balfbm,  conduc- 
ed me  to  the  middle  of  their  Camp 
with  my  Interpreter ; where  they  ask- 
ed me  the  SubjeC  of  my  coming. 
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Tho’  my  ftrength  was  confiderably 
Dated  by  the  Ids  of  my  Blood,  my  t/lio„toth§ 
outage  was  not  call  down,  neither  Iroquois, 
^as  I daunted  by  their  Number  and 
'hreats.  I complained  therefore,  firft 
F their  unjuft  Proceedings,  and  viola- 
on  of  their  Publick  Faith ; and  then  of 
leir  coming,  without  any  provocation, 

) attack  a Nation,  which  was  in  Con- 
ideracy,  and  under  the  Protection  of 
ic  King  of  France , my  Matter ; there- 
)re  I intreated  them  to  return  home,  if 
ley  had  any  refpefit  for  that  Prince ; 
nd  that  they  would  look  upon  the  11- 
nois  as  their  Friends,  fince  they  were 
) united  with  us,  that  whatfoever  con- 
aired  their  Deftruction,  confpir’d  our 
wn.  I told  them  befides,  that  they 
ught  to  con  fid  er  the  danger  of  their 
mterprife  ; the  Illinois  being  about  fix 
hundred  men,  and  the  French  above 
:oo  ; and  that  my  Mediation  and  Ex- 
lortation  to  Peace,  were  not  the  effe&s 
if  any  Fear  we  had  for  them;  conch*- 
ling,  that  I intreated  them  to  make 
Peace  with  the  Illinois  in  the  Name  of 
jur  King,  and  of  Count  Frontenack  their 
father  ; and  that  I fhould  not  complain 
)f  the  lofs  of  my  Blood,  if  I was  fo  hap- 
dv  as  to  fucceed  in  my  Negotiation. 

J E ? While 
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While  I was  thusarguing,  the  two 
Armies  were  skirmifhing  ; and  fome 
time  after,  an  Iroquois  came  to  give  Ad- 
vice to  the  General ; that  their  Right 
Wing  began  to  give  ground,  and  that 
they  had  oblerved  fome  French  men  a- 
mong  the  Illinois , who  had  made  a great 
fire  upon  them.  I his  Advice  came  very 
unluckily  for  me  5 lor  the  Savages  were 
lo  incenfed  againft  me,  that  they  pre- 
lendy  talk’d  of  killing  me.  I was  pre- 
paring my  felf  to  fulfer  every  thing,  but 
obferving  a young  ralh  Iroquois  Hand- 
ing behind  me  with  a Razor  in  his 
Hand,  and  knowing  the  Cuftom  of  that 
Cruel  Nation,  which  is  to  cut  off  their 
Enemies  Head,  and  then  take  off  the 
Hair  and  Skin  like  a Cap,  which  is  a- 
mongft  them  the  greateft  Trophy,  I 
did  not  doubt  but  this  young  Warrior 
had  a great  fancy  to  my  Hair,  which 
he  touch’d  now  and  then,  and  left  he 
fhould  do  it  too  foon,  I told  him,  that 
he^  ought,  at  leaft,  to  expert  the  Orders  ! 
of  his  Mailers.  Tagancourte  would  have 
me  put  to  death,  but  Agoujlot  being  a 
particular  Friend  of  M .LaSalle,  oppo- 
ied  the  other  General,  and  by  a kind 
of  Miracle,  Mercy  perhaps,  for  the  firfi 
time,  prevail’d  with  this  Barbarous  Na- 
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on;  and  it  was  refblved  to  fend  me 
ick  to  the  Illinois,  and  tell  them  they 
'ere  difpofed  to  a fincere  Peace  and  17- 
ion,  giving  me  a fine  Collar  of  Porce- 
in,  as  a Token  of  their  fincerity.  They 
rotefted  that  they  would  for  the  future, 
ve  in  Peace  with  the  Illinois , and  look 
pon  them  as  Brethren,  fince  they  were 
ihildren  of  the  Governour  of  Canada, 
'hich  they  did  not  know  before. 

The  confideration  of  the  danger  I 
ad  efcaped,  Cured  me  almoft  of  my 
Pound,  and  gave  mefufficient  ftrength 
) return  to  our  Camp.  I met  about 
alf  the  Way,  Father  Gabriel  de  la  Ri- 
onde,  and  Father  Zjenoble  Memhre , who 
Imoft  difpaired  of  feeing  me  any  more, 
nd  therefore  could  hardly  exprefs  the 
>y  they  had  for  my  happy  return.  We 
/ent  together  to  the  Illinois , to  whon^ 
deliver’d  the  Meffage  of  the  Iroquois', 
ut  advis’d  them  withal  not  to  truft 
30  much  to  their  Words  and  F refen  ts; 
)c  I could  not  perfwade  my  ielf,  that 
> Cruel  and  Ambitious  a Nation 
vould  return  Home  without  any  other 
Advantage,  but  that  of  having  made 
’eace  with  the  Illinois , whom  they 
extended  to  fubdue ; which  was  ra- 
her  a difhonour,  and  therefore  I lookt 
E 4 upoa 
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upon  all  their  Proteftations  as  an  Arti- 
fice to  liirprize  their  Enemies. 

TbeMoiu • The  Illinois  were  fully  perfwaded 
Kg'  ^ith  w^at  1 10^  them,  of  the  Infide- 
upon  my  lity  of  the  Iroquois ; and  yet  they  re* 

mT their  t0  return  the  Prelent  by  an  Em- 

Pefertion.  bailie.  They  called,  in  the  mean  time, 
a Council,  to  take  the  neceflary  mea- 
fures  for  their  Defence ; but  their  young 
Warriors  being  fatisfy’d  with  the  Glo- 
ry they  had  gained  in  the  firft  Attack, 
wherein  they  repulled  their  Enemies, 
would  not  venture  a lecond  Fight,  and 
moft  of  them  deft  their  Camp.  The 
others  being  thus  weakened  by  their 
Delertion,  ran  away  upon  the  approach 
of  the  Iroquois , who  plundered  their. 
Camp. 

Being  thus  forfaken  by  our  new  Con- 
federates, we  retir’d  into  our  Fort,  but 
the  Illinois  being  re-inforced  by  frefh 
Men,  appeared  again  two  days  after, 
upon  a rifing  ground  in  good  Order, 
and  refolved  to  fight ; whereupon  the 
Iroquois  thinking  they  were  more  nu- 
merous than  at  firft,  and  having  tryed 
their  Valour  in  the  former  Attack,  de- 
fir’d  me  to  interpole  my  mediation  for 
a Peace,  which  I accepted ; and  they 
gave  me  one  of  their  Chiefs  as  an  Ho- 1 
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ie  Iroquois ; and  that  1 had  brought  one  wy  msdu- 

• n r t t n r-r'i  tii • 


F their  Chiefs  for  Hoftage.  The  Hit-  tm~ 
ois  were  very  well  plealed  with  my 
foliage,  and  allured  me  that  they  were 
ncerely  difpoled  to  make  Peace  with 
ie  Iroquois ; then  they  gave  me  a full 
ower  to  make  it  upon  what  Terms  I 
iiould  pleafe,  and  promis’d  to  fend 
immediately  an  Hoftage  for  confirming 
/hat  I Ihould  fay.  Both  Parties  being 
> well  difpoled,  I took  lome  refrefh- 
lent,  and  returned  to  the  Iroquois , 
/horn  I told  that  I was  empowered  to 
reat  with  them,  and  defir’d  that  we 
light  immediately  enter  upon  tl 
"reaty. 

They  were  plealed  with  it,  and  tl 
loft  age  of  the  Illinois  being  arrived 
he  fame  time,  confirm’d  every  thir 
hat  I had  faid,  fo  that  the  Treai 
rould  have  been  concluded  in  fe 
fours,  had  not  the  Imprudence  of  tl 
llinois  broken  all  my  meafures.  Tl 
nconfiderate  Fellow  began  to  praife  the 
Valour  of  his  own  Nation,  and  their 


fonerals ; but  owned , that  being 


tardly  400  Men,  they  lookt  upon  their 
’ropolals  of  Peace  as  a favour,  which 


M.  l)e  La  Salle . 

they  would  acknowledge  by  fome  Pre- 
fents  of  Beavers  and  Slaves.  This  foo- 
liflh  Confefiion  undeceived  the  Iroquois , 
who  having  believed  what  I had  told 
them  of  the  number  of  the  Illinois,  were 
glad  to  make  Peace,  and  in  fome  fear 
of  their  Enemies.  They  began  then  to 
fpeak  very  big,  and  complained  in  ve- 
ry hard  words,  I had  deluded  them,, 
and  done  them  a great  injury,  faying 
that  they  would  have  got  a confide- i 
rable  Booty,  if  they  had  not  believed; 
me. 

I mull  confefs  I was  put  to  a plunge,  j 
but  having  recovered  my  felf,  I an- 
fwer’d,  That  what  I had  laid  before, 
and  what  the  Illinois  laid  then  was  true, 
for  the  Illinois  were  above  600  Men  up- 
on their  Arrival,  and  at  the  firlf  fight, 
but  that  a great  number  having  deferr- 
ed fince  that  time,  it  may  be  that  their  | 
Number  was  reduced  to  400,  That 
I had  no  other  intention  but  to  bring 
both  Parties  to  a right  underftanding  : j 
That  they  were  Mailers  of  the  Camp  ; 
of  their  Enemies, and  might  impole  upon 
them  what  Conditions  they  plealed, fince  > 
they  offer’d  themlelves  to  buye  the 
Peace.  They  approved,  or  at  leaf! 
leemed  to  approve  my  Reafoas,  and 
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it  back  the  Illinois,  to  acquaint  the 
niefs  of  his  Nation  ; that  they  de fir’d 
fee  them  the  next  day  in  their  Camp, 
conclude  the  Treaty. 

They  came  accordingly  the  next 
orning,  with  a great  quantity  of  Bea- 
rs Skins,  and  feveral  Slaves,  which 
ey  prefented  to  the  Iroquois,  who  re- 
iv’d them  very  kindly,  and  promis’d 
reftore  them  their  Camp  and  Habi- 
tions,  which  they  confirmed  by  fbme 
•efents  of  three  Collars  of  Porcelain 
id  Furrs.  The  fir  ft  Collar  fignifying 
at  they  begged  Pardon  of  the  Go- 
:rnour  of  Canada,  for  having  attacked 
Nation  who  was  under  his  Protection ; 
ie  fecond  fignifying  the  fame  civility  to 
f.  La  Salle  ; and  by  the  Third,  the  I- 
quois  (wore  an  eternal  Alliance  with 
ie  Illinois.  Thefe  Prefents  being  mu- 
lally  exchanged,  both  Parties  retired. 
Whilft  thefe  two  Nations  were  gi- 
ing  each  other  mutual  Marks  of  a 
ncere  reconciliation,  I difcover’d  that 
ie  Iroquois  were  fecretly  making 
•anoos,  to  follow  the  Illinois  along  the 
-iver,and  exterminate  them ; and  being 
>ked!by  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Illinois, 
'hat  I thought  of  their  Reconciliation  ? 
fold  him  very  frankly,  that  the  Pro- 
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mites  and  words  of  that  treacherousNa- 
tion  were  not  to  be  relyed  upon ; that 
I did  not  doubt  but  that  the  Canoos 
which  they  were  getting  ready  with 
fo  much  lecrecy,  were  defigned  againft 
them  ; that  therefore  I advis’d  them  to 
retire  into  another  Country  with  their 
Families,  and  fortifie  themlelves  in  fomc 
advantagious  Pofl,  ’till  the  Iroquois  were 
gone  away.  The  Illinois  apprc  vcd  oi  iiiy 
Advice,  and  went  back  to  Ms  Nation, 
and  I retired  into  our  Fort. 
me  iro-  The  Iroquois  having  confider’d  how1 
quoiswtfitf  they  had  uled  me,  thought  fit  to  give 
ffcSench! us  fome  fatisfadion,and  therefore  on  the 
10th  of  September,  eight  days  after  their 
arrival,  they  defir’d  me  and  Father  Zj- 
noble  to  come  to  their  Council,  where 
being  fat,  they  brought  fix  Packs  of 
Bever-skins,  and  told  me,  that  their 
Nation  offer’d  us  thofe  Prefents,  and 
•defir’d  us  to  give  the  two  firft  Packs, 
iu  their  Name  to  Count  Frontemc  their 
Father,  and  allure  him  that  they  would 
trouble  no  more  the  Illinois , Knowing 
they  were  his  Children  ; that  they 
gave  me  the  third  to  ferve  me  as  a 
Plaifter  for  my  Wound ; that  the  fourth 
was  Oil  to  rub  our  Legs  during  our  Voy- 
age ; By  the  fifth,  they  exhorted  us  tc 
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iforfhip  the  Sun ; and  by  the  laft,they 
tquired  us  to  march  away  the  next 
ay,  and  retire  to  our  french  Habita- 

ons.  . , 

I returned  them  our  thanks,  in  the  nor  An- 

Jame  of  our  Nation,  for  the  refpeas'™* 
ley  had  expreffed  for  the  Count  de 
'rontenacy  and  Mr.  la  Salle , and  for 
heir  good  Entertainment,  and  like- 
irife  tor  their  Oil  and  Flaifter,  but  I 
hought  fit  to  ask  them  when  they 
hemfelves  defigned  to  mareh  away, 
nd  when  they  would  reftore  that 
^amp  to  the  Illinois,  according  to  their 
h-omife.  This  Queftion  did  not  pleafe 
hem,  and  after  a general  grumbling, 
hey  told  me,  that  fince  I was  to  curi- 
>us,  they  would  fatisfie  me,  and  that 
hey  would  depart,  after  having  de- 
vour’d fome  of  our  Brethren,  or  elfe 
ome  of  the  Illinois.  As  toon  as  I un- 
lerftood  this  Anfwer,  I thrufted  back 
heir  Prefent  with  my  Foot,  and  told 
:hem,  that  feeing  they  had  fuch  a De- 
fign,  I would  accept  none,  adding  with- 
il,  that  I would  march  away  without 
their  Order  or  Leave,  when  I fhould 
think  fit.  The  Chiefs  of  the  Iroquois 
having  heard  my  reply,  flood  up,  and 
told  us  that  we  might  retire.  There 
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was  amongft  them  one  Abemguis , with 
whom  I had  been  acquainted,  who  told 
me,  that  they  were  very  much  angry 
with  me,  and  advis’d  us  to  retire  with 
all  the  hafte  we  could  to  our  Fort; 
which  we  did  accordingly,  and  flood 
all  the  Night  long  upon  our  Guard, 
being  refolved  to  defend  our  felves  to 
the  utmoft  extremity. 

When  we  law  our  {elves  fafe,  Father 
Ze, noble  and  I made  feveral  Reflections, 
on  the  Diffimulation  and  Infidelity  of 
that  Nation,  and  likewile  on' the  dangers 
we  had  been  expofed  to  in  their  Coun- 
cil ; and  I remember  that  that  good 
Father  blam’d  my  proceedings;  and 
{aid,  That  in  thofe  nice  occasions,  we 
ought  to  be  more  pliant,  in  hopes  to 
find  a more  favourable  opportunity.  I 
agreed  with  him  in  general,  but  infill- 
ed, that  this  Principle  admitted  of  fome 
exceptions,  and  that  aflurednefi  and  vi- 
gour were  more  prevailing  upon  bar- 
barous men, than  a more  prudent  way. 
The  French  In  the  mean  time  we  adviied  what  was 
quit  the  fit  to  be  done  in  this  juncture ; and  be- 
ing unable  to  defend  us  againft  {o  ma- 
ny Enemies,  we  refolved  to  quit  the 
Fort  the  next  day.  I Embarked  the  next 
Morning  with  two  Recoil  efts  and  five 

frerub 


M.  De  Ht t Salk. 

rench  men  ; the  others  who  were  in 
le  Fort,  having  chofen  to  go  and  live 
nong  the  Illinois  rather  than  to  return 
)me. 

Having  equally  divided  our  Arms, 
mmunition,  and  Goods,  we  Embark- 
1 the  Eleventh  of  September,  1687,  ve“ 

' early,  and  about  Five  Leagues 
om  the  Fort,  we  went  afliore  to  re- 
fir our  Canoo,  and  dry  fome  Furs, 
hich  the  Water  would  have  fpoiled. 
s we  were  bufie  about  it,  Father 
abriel  told  me  that  he  would  takeFalherG&- 
walk  along  the  Shore;  and  I ad 
fed  him  to  keep  in  our  fight,  be-  the  sma- 
.ule  we  were  furrounded  with  E-^* 
:mies ; but  the  charming  Profped  of 
at  Country  ingaged  him  a little  too 
jr,  fo  that  feeing  he  did  not  return, 
e began  to  miflrufl  that  he  was  fal- 
p into  the  Hands  of  the  Savages.  Fa- 
er  Z^noble  and  I advanced  into  the 
l oods  to  look  for  him,  but  could  not 
fcover  what  was  become  of  him,  not- 
ithflanding  we  fir’d  our  Arms,  and 
ade  all  the  Night  long  a great  Fire 
give  him  notice  of  the  place  where 
e expe&ed  him.  We  underflood 
ace,  that  he  was  met  by  a Band  of 
ivages  called  Qmcafous^  who  murther- 

ed 
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ed  him,  and  fold,  fomc  time  after,  h 
Breviary  to  a Jefuit,  from  whom  v 
learned  thefo  particulars.  Thus  dy< 
this  Holy  Man,  in  the  feventieth  Year 
his  Age,  by  the  Hands  of  thofodvei 
Men  tor  the  fake  of  whom  he  had  le 
his  Native  Country,  and  foffer’d 
many  Fatigues. 

We  waited  for  him  ’till  the  ne: 
day  about  Noon,  but  having  no  hop 
of  his  Return,  we  Embarked  agai 
and  after  one  Months  Navigation,  lan 
ed  within  two  days  Journey  of  tl 
Lake  of  the  Illinois,  into  which  we  ca 
ried  over  Land  our  Equipage.  We  em 
barked  again  on  the  2cth  of  October,  at 
ten  days  after,  were  forced  to  land,  1 
contrary  Winds,  within  20  Leagues 
a great  Village,  called  Potavalami 
where  we  found  no  other  Provifio 
but  Acorns. 

I was  Tick  of  an  Ague,  and  my  le 
were  fo  fwoln,  that  we  could  not  rea< 
the  Village  I have  fpoken  of  ’till  t 
10th  of  November.  Wefound  no  bot 
in  it,  nor  any  Provifions,  but  having,  1 
good  chance,  advanced  into  the  Cou 
try,  we  met  with  a good  quantity 
Indian  Corn,  which  enabled  us  toll 
bark  again.  The  Winds  were  lb  crc 
■ ■ " tl 
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hat  we  were  oblig’d  to  come  a Shore 
tw  days  after,  where  having  found 
)me  frefh  foot-fteps,  we  followed  the 
"rack,  and  came  to  another  Village  of 
he  PontouaUmiSy  which  was  likewile 
bandoned,  but  however  afforded  us 
ime  Provifions,  which  were  fufficient 
d maintain  us  ’till  our  arrival  at  the 
lay  of  Puans , which  was  towards  the 
itter  end  of  November. 

Having  already  delcribed  this  Bay, 
need  not  repeat  it  now,  but  I muff 
dd,  that  there  is  a Creek  in  it  called 
lie  Creek  of  the  Sturgeons,  becaufe  of 
he  prodigious  quantity  of  that  fort  of 
'ifh  that  is  catch’d  in  it.  We  refreih- 
d our  felves  in  that  place  for  feveral 
ays  with'  the  Pontoualamis , who  ent- 
ertained us  with  fcorched  Beef  and 
tagg.  We  diverted  alfo  our  helves  in 
hunting  of  Beavers,  which  afforded 
Is  a great  fatisfa&ion. 

The  Country  about  the  Bay,  being 
vatered  by  an  infinite  number  of  Ri- 
mlets,  lined  with  great  Trees,  and  the 
Voods  being  full  of  Afpen-trees, 
le  Branches  and  Leaves  whereof  are 
he  dainty  food  of  Beavers.  Thofc 
Creatures  are  very  numerous  in  thole 
•arts. 
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The  Beavers  are,  as  every  body 
knows,  Amphibious  Creatures,  whc 
cannot  live  without  Air,  Water,  anc 
Land.  They  are  near  as  big  as  Sheep 
but  not  To  tall,  their  legs  being  very 
Ihort,  but  fo  nimble,  that  they  come 
nothing  fliort  of  Apes  for  dexterity 
They  have  a Muzzle  or  Nofe,  anc 
ftrong  Teeth  ; their  Body  is  coverec 
with  thick  Hair,  and  pretty  fine,  bu 
their  Tail  is  made  up  of  a kind  o 
twifted  Hair,  which  forms  a figure  like 
that  of  a Triangle,  and  ferves  then 
as  a Trowel  to  beat  the  loft  Eartl 
they  make  ufe  of  to  build  their  Ha 
bitations. 

The  Inftina  or  Induftry  of  thofi 
Creatures  is  almoft  incredible,  and  there 
fore  I am  fenfible  that  many  will  que 
ftion  the  Truth  of  what  I have  to  fa] 
about  it,  however,  I may  allure  the 
Reader  that  I do  not  Romance  in  the 
leaft.  When  they  have  a mind  to  make 
a new  Settlement  or  Habitation,  anc 
have  found  a proper  place  for  it,  whief 
is  commonly  in  the  ^Channel  of  a Ri 
ver,  provided  it  be  not  too  deep, 
or  too  broad,  they  look  for  a "I  re< 
on  the  Bank  of  the  faid  River,  lean 
ins  a little  towards  the  Water.  They 

mee 
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i together  in  a Circle,  and  becaufe 

• number  is  always  odd,  it  feems 
they  hold  a Council,  to  know 

t is  fit  to  be  done.  The  firft  thing 
e done,  is  to  cut  down  the  Tree 
have  pitched  upon,  but  not  hori- 
aly,  but  in  fuch  a manner  that  it 
fall  into  the  very  place  they  have  a 
l to,  that  is  crofs  the  River,  to 
or  at  leaft  to  abate  the  Rapidity 
e ftream.  If  the  Branches  hinder  the 
of  the  Tree  to  lye  in  the  Water, 
cut  them  likewife,  and  then  make 
rfed  Dike  or  Bank  with  Mud  and 
el  together,  leaving  now  and  then 
places  open  for  the  Water,  left 
Liver  fhould  overflow  their  Bank, 
e Tree  cannot  reach  the  other 
e,  they  fell  another  Tree  over  a- 
t it  to  join  that,  and  make  a per- 
(Cauley  or  Bridge.  This  Work 

* compleated,  they  build  their  Ha- 
ons  or  Caves  near  that  place,  and 
oy  nothing  but  mud  in  the  fol- 
ig  manner ; they  lay  a Lay  of  it, 
beat  it  very  hard  with  their  Tails, 
:hen  another,  and  fo  on  fucceflive- 
'11  it  is  about  three  Foot  high ; they 

it  and  Polifh  it  very  handfomly, 
livid©  it  into  three  leveral  Apart- 
F a ments, 
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ments,  which  have  communication  ( 
with  the  other ; one  of  them  is  to  lie 
the  fecond  for  their  Provifions,  and 
third  ferves  them  for  a neceffary  Hoi 
They  make  a Canal  or  fubterram 
Aquedu£t  from  the  River  to  one 
their  Apartments,  in  which  they  h: 
a kind  of  Pond,  wherein  they  h 
their  Tail,  for  otherwife  they  co 
not  live.  This  Canal  ferves  alio  fo 
nother  ufe,  for  when  they  hear  ; 
noife,  they  make  their  elcape  throi 
that  place  into  the  River.  Every 
is  obliged  to  work,  but  if  any  one 
His  Tail  excoriated  or  otherwife  h 
he  lays  it  flat  upon  his  back,  to  ft 
that  he  is  unable  to  work. 

Hom  they  When  the  Savages  go  a Hunti 
vasl Bea'  they  follow  the  Rivers,  and  as  f 
as  they  difeover  any  Caufey,  Bri 
or  Bank,  they  may  be  lure  that 
Beavers  are  not  far  off.  They  cc 
as  near  as  they  can,  but  as  fbon  as 
Beavers  fee  or  hear  them,  they 
through  their  Canal  into  the  Riv 
but  as  they  muff  breath  from  time 
time,  the  Savages  fbon  fhoot  them 
it  be  in  Summer  time  ; for  in  Wii 
they  ufe  another  Art  to  catch  th 
They  make  holes  in  the  Ice,  and 
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ig  beat  out  the  Beavers  from  their 
bitations  into  the  R iver,  they  muft 
ne  to  breath  through  thole  Holes, 

1 then  the  Savages  catch  them  a- 
; by  the  Tail. 

having  refrefhed  our  felves  above 
n Days  in  this  place,  and  taken  in 
ivifions,  we  Embarked  again  on  the 
enteenth  of  December  for  Mijfilmti- 
ucy  but  eight  days  after  were  forc- 
back  by  a contrary  Wind.  The 
ages  were  gone  away,  but  had  left 
le  Frovifions,  which  we  wanted  ve- 
much ; for  the  Ice  and  the  malady 
Dur  Men  obliged  us  to  continue  in 
t place,  where  we  fuffer’d  very 
bh.  Finding  our  felves  in  that  ex- 
ility, I advanced  into  the  Woods 
pndeavour  to  find  fome  relief,  and 
lleafed  God  that  I met  with  two 
rages,  of  the  Nation  of  the  Qutno- 
, who  conduced  me  to  a Village 
pnging  to  the  Pontoualamis , where 
met  feveral  French- men  letled  in 
t place,  by  whom  we  were  kindly 
:iv’d,as  alfo  by  the  Savages.  Father 
\oble  underftanding  that  the  Jefuits 
a Settlement  in  the  bottom  of  the 
f,  thought  it  was  more  becoming 
Character,  to  pafs  the  Winter  a- 
F 3 mongft 
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niongft  them,  than  in  company  ofi 
Savages,  and  went  thither  two  di 
after  our  arrival ; but  we  contini 
‘’till  the  next  Spring  in  that  place,  a 
liv’d  very  comfortably. 

We  diverted  our  felves  atHuntingw 
n'm  they  Bulls  in  the  beginning  of  March,  1 
iimnBiu.s,  Grafs  being  already  grown.  Th 
Bulls  are  near  twice  as  big  as  oi 
the  Hair  looks  like  a fine  Fleece,  a 
is  very  long ; their  Horns  are  b 
backwards,  and  extraordinary  lor 
their  Eyes  are  likewile  larger  and  1 
ger  than  thole  of  our  European  Bu 
which  make  them  look  terrible.  Tj 
go  always  by  Droves  of  three  or  f 
Hundred  in  each.  When  the  Sava 
go  a Hunting,  they  encompals  a Dr< 
of  thefe  Bulls,  and  one  of  them  con 
creeping  as  near  as  he  can,  and  tl 
ftands  up,  making  an  Out-cry,  wh 
frightens  away  the  whole  Drove  ; ; 
Savages  being  in  a Circle,  they  cam 
elcape  without  being  Ihot  ; but  as  tl 
become  very  fierce  and  dangerous  wl 
they  are  wounded,  the  Savages  lb 
them  in  the  Thigh  or  the  Shoulder, 
prevent  their  coming  upon  them,  a 
when  they  are  down,  they  break  th 
Heads  with  Clubs.  As  they  are 
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ellcnt  Markfmen,  they  never  mils, 
nd  twenty  Men  will  fbmetimes  kill 
'orty  and  Fifty  Bulls. 

That  which  is  wonderful  in  this,  is 
ie  havock,  which  the  Shot  lent  by  the 
avages  makes;  for  belides  the  ex* 
ftnels  and  Iwiftnefs  of  the  Stroke,  the 
jrce  of  it  is  very  furprizing,  and  lo 
luch  the  rather,  becaule  it  is  nothing 
;le  but  a Stone,  or  a Bone,  or  lome- 
mes  a piece  of  very  hard  Wood, 
ointed  and  faftned  to  the  end  of  an 
rrow  with  fome  Filhes-glue,  that 
tufes  this  terrible  effefr.  When  the 
ivages  go  to  War,  they  poiftfn  the 
oint,  or  extremity  of  their  Dart,  lo 
5 at  if  that  remains  in  the  Body,  Death 
41ows  of  neceffity;  the  only  Re- 
tedy  in  this  cale,  is  to  draw  out 
ie  Arrow  through  the  other  fide  of 
le  Wound ; if  it  goes  quite  thorough, 

• if  not,  to  make  an  aperture  on  the 
dier  fide,  and  lo  to  draw  it  through; 
'ter  which  they  know  by  inftinft,  cer- 
an  Herbs,  the  application  of  which 
Dth  draws  out  the  Venom,  and  Cures 
m. 

I flayed  all  the  Month  of  March  in 
lis  place : Father  X^enoble  came  back 
me  at  Spring,  and  we  re-embark- 
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ing  at  the  Creek  we  had  left,  came 
to  Land  at  MiffUimachinae  in  the 
bcgioing  of  April,  with  a defign  to  ftay 
there  for  M tde  la  Salle.  From  the 
i ith  of  September,  1681,  when  we 
took  our  leaves  of  the  Illinois , to  the 
1 ft  of  April,  Seven  Months  were  dipt 
away;  during  which  time,  M.  de  la 
Salle,  upon  the  Advice  that  I had  gi- 
ven him  by  my  Letter,  was  come 
flown  to  the  Illinois  with  a good  Re- 
cruit, with  intention  to  help  us.  The 
Iroquois  having  Advice  of  his  Defcent, 
and  being  afraid  of  being  hemm’d  in 
between  two  Armies,  were  retired, 
and  the  Illinois  were  again  entred  in- 
to their  Pcfteftions.  However  M.  de 
U Salle  found  but  fbme  few,  the  reft 
being  gone  to  winter  in  the  Woods ; 
he  exhorted  thole  that  remained,  to 


^ Qa.il ' their  Country-men,  a (Turing  them 
! 0jf he  would  build  a Fort  that  £hould 
The! ter  them  from  the  Invafion  of 
their  Enemies ; he  vilited  the  Fort  of 
Crsvecceur,  which  was  (fill  in  the  fame 
condition,  and  placed  therein  a fmall 
Garrifon  of  Fifteen  or  Sixteen  French, 
and  a Commander,  with  Ammunition 
■ and  Arms,  After  this,  he  went  a-, 
gain  up  the  River  tq  the  great  Vib 
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ge,  whither  many  Families  of  the 
'linois  were  returned ; lie  laboured 
ard  upon  the  inclofure  of  hi>  New 
ort,  and  having  underftood  by  fome 
:outs,  that  I bad  taken  my  way  to- 
-ards  Mijfilmacbmac,  he  fet  forward 
^ain  to  join  me,  having  left  fome 
bldiers  and  Pioneers  at  the  intended 
ort,  to  continue  his  Work  and  de- 
:nd  that  Poll. 

He  came  not  to  Mijfilimachwac  ’till 
bout  the  Fifteenth  of  Jugufi , in  the 
ear  1682.  There  we  took  new  mea- 
ires  to  perfect  the  Difcovery  we  had 
egun.  We  muft  needs  think  forth- 
with of  making  fome  new  Provifion 
t>r  fo  long  a Voyage.  It  was  with  this 
)efign,  that  after  Six  Days  reft,  M.  de 
i Salle  let  out  in  a Canoo  for  Fronte- 
]ac , Father  Zombie  and  I going  along 
with  him  having  failed  happily  the 
rft  day,  we  landed  at  a Village  cal- 
;d  Trejagou , belonging  to  the  Iroquois. 
A.  de  la  Salle  Traficked  there  with 
:>me  Skins,  and  having  ordered  me 
d ftay  for  him  there,  with  Father 
\enoble , he  went  on  board  the  Canoo 
Dr  Frontenac.  There  he  found  his 
lark  ready,  and  ftored  her  with  a- 
lundance  of  Ammunitipn  and  provifi- 

ons  ; 
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ons;  he  lifted  there  fome  newSouldiers, 
and  eight  days  after,  lent  me  his  Bark 
laden  with  frelh  Men,  good  Mer- 
chandife,  and  fuch  things  as  were 
moft  necefiary.  The  Father  and  I 
went  on  board,  and  landed  the  firft 
Day  at  Niagara, , below  the  Fall  of 
the  River  : There  we  were  forced 
to  put  our  Baggage  and  Merchandife 
upon  Sledges,  and  fo  conduct  them  to 
the  Lake  Herie , where  we  re- embark’d 
in  a Canoo  to  the  number  of  Twen- 
ty Perfons,  as  well  Souldiers  as  Mari- 
ners, together  with  our  beft  Merchan- 
dile.  After  Three  days  Sail,  we  land- 
ed at  the  fide  of  the  River  of  the 
Miamis,  where  having  lodg’d  our 
felves  in  Huts,  I had  time  to  reaflem- 
ble  there  fome  French  and  fbme  Sa- 
vages, Abenaguis,  Loups,  Quicapous, 
and  others.  There  I augmented  our 
Provifions  by  Hunting,  and  I bar- 
ter’d fbme  of  our  Commodities  for  In- 
dian Corn. 

There  it  was  that  M.  de  la  Salle  came 
to  rejoin  us  towards  the  end  of  No - 
vember,  the  day  of  his  Arrival  we 
fell  down  the  River  of  the  Miamis  in 
a Canoo,  to  the  Mouth  of  another 
River  named  Qhicacou  ; and  we  went 

UP 
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up  it  again  to  a fmall  Harbour,  which 
is  but  a League  from  the  great  Ri- 
ver of  the  Illinois.  Having  put  on 
Shore  in  this  place,  we  pa  (Ted  the 
Night  with  a very  great  Fire ; for 
the  Cold  was  fo  fliarp,  that  the  next 
day  the  Rivers  were  froze  and  un- 
navigable.  We  were  obliged  then  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  Sledge,  to  car- 
ry our  Baggage  to  the  Village  of  the 
Illinois , where  we  found  things  in  the 
fame  ftate  that  M.  de  la  Salle  had  left 
them  ; only  the  Village  was  better 
Peopled;  which  gave  us  opportunity 
to  defer  our  Intrigues  a little,  and  to 
renew  our  Provifions. 

The  Rivers  being  ftill  block’d  up 
with  Ice,  we  found  our  felves  oblig’d 
to  begin  again  our  Journey  by  Land ; 
the  Third  day  of  January,  1683.  we 
had  pufht  on  our  way  to  Thirty 
Leagues  below.  There  the  Weather 
grew  mild,  and  the  Ice  melted,  fb 
that  Navigation  appearing  commodi- 
ous, we  went  on  Board  a Canoo, 
the  Twenty  Fourth  of  January,  and 
fell  down  the  River  of  the  Illinois, 
to  the  River  Miffiffipi,  where  we  arri- 
ved the  fecond  of  February. 

The 
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5%^'nr  The  River  of  the  Illinois , reckon- 
noLe  ' ing  from  its  firft  Carriage  to  its  dif- 
emboguing  into  the  River,  is  at  leaft 
160  Leagues  Navigable.  The  adja- 
cent parts  are  as  pleafant  as  fruitful; 
one  fees  there  Animals  of  all  forts, 
Stags, Hinds,  Linces,  Wild  Bulls,  Goats, 
Sheep,  Hares,  and  infinite  more,  but 
few  Beavers.  As  to  the  Trees,  they  are 
nothing  but  Forefts  of  High  Trees, 
with  great  Walks,  which  feem  drawn 
by  a Line ; befides  Elms,  Beech,  Plane- 
trees,  Cedars,  Walnut  and  Chefnut- 
trees ; one  fees  there  whole  Plains 
cover’d  over  with  Pomgranate-trees, 
Orange-trees,  and  Lemmon-trees  ; and 
in  one  word,  with  all  kind  of  Fruit- 
trees. 

In  many  places  there  are  to  be  feen 
large  Vines,  whole  tendrels  being 
twilled  about  the  Branches  of  huge 
Trees,  bear  Bunches  of  Grapes  of  an 
extraordinary  bignefs. 

Being  Embarked  upon  the  Miffiflifi, 
we  followed  the  Courfe  of  this  great 
River ; fix  Leagues  from  the  Mouth 
of  the  River  Illinois , we  met  with 
of  the  Oza-that  of  the  Ozages,  the  Banks  of  which, 
ges-  and  places  thereabouts,  are  no  lefs  a- 
greeable  and  Fertile ; ’tis  true,  its 
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Water  carries  fo  great  a quantity  of 
Mud  along  with  it,  as  to  change  that 
of  Mtffiflifi,  and  make  it  all  Muddy 
for  more  than  Twenty  Leagues.  Its 
Brinks  are  bordered  with  great  Wal- 
nut-trees ; one  fees  there  an  infinite 
number  of  Foot-fteps  made  by  the  Bea- 
vers \ and  the  Hunting  for  them  there 
is  very  great  and  common.  Going 
up  towards  its  Source,  its  Banks  are 
inhabited  by  Savages,  who  trade  much 
in  Skins ; we  patted  one  Night  at  . 
the  Mouth  of  this  River. 

The  next  day,  after  we  had  {ailed 
Ten  Leagues,  we  came  to  the  Vil- 
lage of  the  Tamaoas,  where  we  met 
with  no  body  at  all,  the  Savages  being 
retired  into  the  Woods  to  Winter ; we 
made  there  however  fome  Marks  to 
let  ’em  know  that  we  had  pafs’d  by. 

After  that,  continuing  our  Voyage, 
we  arrived,  after  a Courfe  of  j Days, 
at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  of  the  Ou-  m 
abachiy  that  comes  from  the  and^v^oua- 
throws  it  felf  into  the  Mijfiffipi , High-  baciii. 
ty  Leagues  from  that  of  the  Illinois : 

It  is  by  this  River  that  the  Iroquois 
come  to  make  War  upon  the  Nati- 
ons of  the  South.  In  this  place  we 
lay  in  Huts  one  Night,  and  after  a 

Courfe 
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Courfe  of  Sixty  Leagues,  following  ftill 
our  great  River,  we  came  to  land  at 
a Bank  Inhabited  by  Savages,  who 
are  called  Chtcacha.  Here  it  was  that 
we  loft  a French-  man  of  our  Compa- 
ny, named  Preudhomme.  The  fearch 
we  made  for  him  during  Nine  days, 
gave  us  an  opportunity  of  difcovering 
leveral  Nations,  and  of  Building  a 
Fort  in  this  place,  to  lerve  as  a Reft 
and  Habitation  for  the  French  in  that 
fine  Country. 

Humeri  During  this  Interval,  Two  of  our 
Zlvfj'of  Hunters  met  with  two  of  the  Sava- 
tbe  sava-  ges  Cbicacha, , who  offer’d  to  conduit 
gesinChi-  ’em  into  their  Village.  Our  Men,  led 
cacha*  by  a Spirit  of  Curiofity,  follow’d  them ; 
they  were  very  well  received,  and  af- 
ter laden  with  Prelents,  and  were  in- 
treated  by  the  Principal  among  them, 
to  procure  that  our  Commander  will 
honour  them  with  a Vifit.  Our  People 
being  very  well  fatisfied  with  their 
reception,  made  their  report  of  it  to 
M .de  la  Salle,  who  the  next  day  went 
himlelf  with  Ten  of  his  Company ; 
he  received  there  all  the  good  treat- 
ment that  could  be  expected  from 
People  the  moft  civiliz’d;  and  had 
no  trouble  to  infpire  ’em  with  Senti- 
ment® 
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snts  of  fubmiflion  and  Obedience  to 
e King.  Thefe  Savages  alfo  confented 
;ely  to  the  finifhing  of  our  Fort. 

This  Nation  is  very  numerous,  and 
able  to  furnifh  out  Two  Thoufand 
en ; they  have  all  Faces  flat  like  cicha.  * 
ates,  which  is  reckoned  among  them 
r a ftroke  of  Beauty  ; it  is  lor  this 
safon  they  take  care  to  make  the 
ifage  of  their  Children  flat  with  ta- 
ets  of  Wood,  which  they  apply  to 
eir  Foreheads,  and  gird  very  hard 
ith  Bands:  All  thefe  Nations  to  the 
a Shore  give  themfelves  this  Figure, 
m- y thing  is  very  plentiful  with 
em;  Corn,  Fruits,  Grapes,  Olives, 
me  Hens,  Indian  Hens,  Buftards,  &c. 

1.  de  la  Salle  having  received  fucli 
pod  Refrefhment  there,  and  having 
lade  ’em,  by  way  of  acknowledg- 
ing a Prelent  of  fome  Knives  and 
iatchets,  he  returned  to  his  own 
pople.  At  laft,  after  Nine  days  ex- 
piation, Preudhomme , who  had  loft 
mlelf  in  the  Woods,  where  he  had 
ved  upon  nothing  but  Wild  Fowl,  Preudhom 
und  us  again;  M.  de  la  Salle  entruft-  me  toft  in 
1 him  with  the  care  of  finifhing  the  ,be  m°ds, 
ort,  which  he  called  after  his  Name,  French. * 
id  gave  him  the  Command  of  it ; 

after 
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after  which  he  took  his  Courfe  upoi 
the  fame  River  towards  the  end  o 
the  Month  of  February. 

We  were  three  Days  without  dil 
An  Ai*m  embarking : The  fourth  after  havinj 
iff**  made  Fifty  Leagues,  we  came  to 
Village  of  the  Cappa  : We  had  fcarc 
fet  foot  on  Land,  but  we  heard  a Drur 
beat ; forthwith  fancying  we  faw  the  E 
nemy  at  our  Heels,  we  threw  ou 
felves  into  our  Canoos,  and  went  c 
ver  to  the  other  fide ; and  fo  w 
immediately  made  a Redoubt  to  ft 
cure  our  felves  from  any  furprize. 

The  Savages  came  to  view  us  i 
The  ood  a Canoo ; we  lent  fbme  of  our  Me 
treatment  to  ’em,  to  prefent  them  with  the  G 
which  the  lumet ; they  accepted  it  freely,  and  a 
%g*  the  fame  time  offered  themfelves  t 
gave  the  conduct  us  to  their  Habitations,  an 
French,  promifed  us  ail  manner  of  afiiftanci 
M.  de  la  Salle  was  very  ready  to  g 
thither ; in  the  mean  time  one  of  th 
two  Savages  went  before,  to  give  nt 
tice  of  our  arrival  to  thofe  of  his  ow 
Nation.  Their  Prince,  accompanie 
with  fbme  of  the  chief  of  ’em,  cam 
forward  to  receive  us.  As  foon  as  1 
faw  M.  de  U Salle , he  faluted  him  i 
a very  grave  and  refpe&fui  manner 
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Fer’d  him  any  thing  that  depended 
ion  him  or  his  Nation,  and  taking 
,m  by  the  Hand,  led  him  towards 
■S'  Cottage,  M.  de  la  Salle  walking  a- 
ng  with  him,  teftified  to  him  how 
infible  he  was  of  his  Civilities,  and 
t him  underftand  his  Defign  and  Ib- 
intions,  which  tended  to  nothing  elle 
at  the  glory  of  the  true  God,  and 
make  known  to  him  the  Power  of 
ie  French  King.  Being  arrived  at 
le  Village,  we  faw  a very  great  mul- 
tude  of  People,  in  the  mid  ft  of  whom 
ere  Come  Archers  drawn  up  in  a 
ine.  The  Prince  making  a little  halt, 
glared  to  all  the  Affembly,  that  we 
tere  Pent  by  the  King  of  France , to 
•ilcover  North  America , and  to  re- 
five  its  People  under  his  Protection, 
dien  there  follow’d  a.  general  Accla- 
lation,  by  which  the  People  feem’d 
i teftifie  their  Joy:  As  foon  as  the 
rince  had  affur’d  M.  de  la  Salle , of  the 
erfeCt  fubmiffion  of  all  his  People  to 
tie  Orders  of  the  King,  he  conduft- 
d him  into  his  Cottage,  and  gave 
im,  and  thole  of  his  Company,  all 
he  good  treatment  poffible.  Befides 
his,  he  made  him  very  confiderable 
’relents,  namely,  abundance  of  Indian 
G Corn, 
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Corn,  and  other  neceflary  Provifion 
with  which  M.  de  U Salle  was  ver 
well  fatisfied,  as  well  as  with  all  h 
other  Civilities.  This  Nation  w: 
The  Mm-  fcarce  any  thing  of  Savage  ; they  git 
Judgment  according  to  their  Laws  an 
the  Cappa. Culf oms  j every  one  there  enjoys  h 
own  Goods  in  particular. 
lk  mim  Eight  Leagues  from  hence  are  tl 
of  the  A-  Akanceas,  whofe  land  is  above  uxt 
kanceas.  Leagues  over:  They  are  divided  ii 
to  feveral  Villages,  almoft  at  equ; 
diftances.  The  Cappa  gave  us  tv* 
Guides  to  carry  us  to  the  Firft,  whic 
they  call  Togengan ; it  Hands  upc 
the  Bank  of  a River,  and  there  w 
were  very  well  received.  1 wo  Leagu* 
from  this  Town,  we  fell  down  in 
Canoo  to  that  of  Torimmt ; and  fi 
Leagues  from  this  la  ft,  to  anothe 
called  Ozotoni.  We  were  equally  we 
received  in  every  place ; and  as  oi 
arrival  had  already  made  a noile  i 
all  the  Country,  we  found  a very  m 
merous  Aifembly  of  People  in  th 
place,  which  caufed  M.  de  la  Salle  t 
„ „ fet  up  the  Arms  of  the  King,  with 

./^Shot  of  our  Artillery.  The  Noife  an 
fet  up  at  Fire  of  our  Arms  impreis  d luch  a r( 
upon  all  the  Multitude,  and  threi 
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Vm  into  fuch  a Confternation,  that  4 
the  Prince,  on  the  part  of  his  Nation,  TheC^ 
|twore  to  us  an  inviolable  Alliance.  mate:  oftki t 
This  Climate  and  that  of  the  Cappa  Country. 
is  the  fame;  it  is  about  the  34th 
degree  of  Latitude.  The  Country 
;hroughout  does  generally  abound  in 
prain,  Fruits, and  Wild  Fowl  of  all  forts. 

The  temperature  of  the  Air  is  won- 
lerful,  there  is  never  any  Snow  to  be 
feen,  and  but  very  little  Ice:  Their 
Cottages  are  built  of  Cedar,  all  mat-  Tk  p,.. 
led  within : They  have  no  deter-  on  of  its 
nin’d  Worfhip ; they  Adore  all  forts  inhabitants 
if 'Animals,  or  rather  they  Worfhip 
»ut  one  Divinity,  which  difoovers  its 
blf  in  a certain  Animal,  fuch  as  it 
hall  pleafe  their  Jongleur,  or  Pried:,  to 
pitch  upon;  fo  that  it  will  be  fome- 
imes  an  Ox,  fometimes  a Dog,  or 
pme  other.  When  this  vifible  God 
b dead,  there  is  an  univerlal  Mourn- 
ng;  but  which  is  prefently  changed 
nto  a great  Joy,  by  the  choice  they 
nake  of  a new  Mortal  Deity,  which 
S always  taken  from  amongft  the 
Srutes. 

About  Sixty  Leagues  below  this  Na-  Taercas* 
ion,  are  the  Taencas,  a People  that 
[ive  place  to  none  in  America.,  either 
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& for  Force  or  Beauty  of  Climate.  The 
Akanceas  gave  us  Guides  to  conduct 
us  thither,  and  going  on  Board  a 
Canoo,  we  ftill  follow’d  the  Courfe 
Crocodiles 0£  the  great  River.  After  our  firft 
nSerl  days  Voyage,  we  began  to  fee  fome 
Crocodiles  along  the  brink  ; They  are 
in  a very  great  number  upon  thefe 
Banks,  and  of  a prodigious  bignefs, 
fbme  being  Twenty  or  Thirty  Foot 
long.  To  fee  fb  monftrous  an  Ani- 
mal, who  would  believe  that  it  comes 
into  the  World  but  like  a Chicken, 
being  hatched  of  an  Egg ! only  it  is 
obferved,  that  it  grows  as  long  as  it 
lives.  We  took  notice  that  they  , fled 
when  we  purfu’d  ’em,  and  that  when 
we  fled  they  purlued  us;  we  difper- 
fed  them  with  our  Fufees,  and  killed 
fbme  of  ’em.  The  day  following  be- 
ing arriv’d  over  againft  the  firft  Vil- 
lage of  the  Taencas , M.  de  la  Salle  lent 
me  to  the  Prince,  to  give  him  notice 
of  his  Arrival,  and  gave  me  two  Guides 
of  the  Akanceas , and  two  Abe  nag  As 
to  be  my  Interpreters. 

As  this  Village  ftands  on  the  other 
fide  of  a Lake,  which  is  Eight  Leagues 
in  Circumference,  and  haft  a League 
over,  we  were  forced  to  take  a Ca- 
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moo  to  crofs  it,  which  we  perform’d 
in  two  Hours.  As  foon  as  we  land- 
ed, I was  furpriz’d  to  fee  the  Gran- 
^ure  of  the  Village,  and  the  Order  of 
:he  Cottages ; they  are  plac’d  in  di- 
rers  rows,  and  in  a ftreight  Line, 

•ound  about  a large  fpace,  being  all 
made  of  Earth,  and  covered  over  with 
Vlats  of  Cane;  We  prefently  took  r/^rdX" 
lotice  of  two  fairer  than  the  reft,  one  older  If  the 
.vas  the  Princes  Palace,  the  other  fine  village 
he  Temple  ; each  of  them  was  a-  fa  Sa' 
30ut  forty  Foot  fquare,  the  Walls  ten 
H'oot  high,  and  two  Foot  thick;  the 
iloof,  in  the  form  of  a Cupilo,  was 
:over’d  with  a Mat  of  divers  Colours: 

3efore  the  Prince’s  Palace  flood  a Do- 
:en  Men  Armed  with  Half*  pikes.  As 
foon  as  we  came  up,  an  Old  Man  ad- 
IreiTed  himfelf  to  me,  and  taking  me 
oy  the  Hand,  led  me  into  a great 
quare  Hall,  the  Floor  and  {ides  of 
fvhich  were  covered  with  a very  fine 
Mat ; at  the  further  end  of  the  Hall, 

>ver  againft  the  Entrance,  was  a very 
landfome  Bed,  with  Curtains  of  a fine 
ituff,  made  and  woven  of  the  Bark  of 
Mulberry-trees.  We  faw  the  Prince  The  Prince 
>f  this  People  upon  this  Bed,  as  upon  °f t,:e  Ta* 
lis  Throne,  in  the  middle  of  four encas' 
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hand  feme'  Women,  and  encompaffed 
with  above  Sixty  Old  Men,  Armed 
with  Bows  and  Arrows  ; they  were  all 
Cloath’d  with  very  fine  White  Gar- 
ments ; that  of  the  Prince  was  adorn- 
ed with  certain  Tufts  of  Wool  of  dif- 
ferent Colours ; the  reft  were  all  plain. 
timfflhe  The  Prince  had  upon  his  Head  a 
Women  of  Diadem  of  woven  Rufhes,  very  curi- 
thefe  Sava- oufiy  wr0Ught,  and  enriched  with 
large  Pearls,  and  rais’d  with  a Plume 
of  various  Feathers;  all  that  were  a- 
bout  him  were  bare-headed  : 1 he 

Women  w’ere  drels’d  in  Cloaths  of 
the  fame  Stuff ; they  had  upon  their 
Heads  little  Rufh  Hats,  adorned  with 
feveral  Feathers,  and  had  all  Neck- 
laces of  Pearl,  and  fine  Ear-Pendants 
of  the  fame  ; they  had  Bracelets  of 
woven  Hair,  and  feveral  other  Jew- 
els which  fet  off  their  Attire  : They 
were  not  quite  Black,  but  Brown, 
their  Vifages  fomething  flat,  their  Eyes 
Black,  Iparkling,  and  pretty  large;  their 
Shape  fine  and  free;  and  they  ail  ap- 
pear’d to  me  of  a fmiiing  and  very 
pleafant  Air. 
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Being  furpriz’d,  or  rather  charm’d, 

,vith  the  Beauties  of'  this  Savage  Court, 

■ addrefs’d  my  Speech  to  the  vene- 
•able  Prince,  and  fpoke  to  him  in 
lie  Name  of  M.  de  U Salle.  TlmZfs'/u 
laving  the  Honour  to  be  fent  by  the the  Prince 
King  of  Frame , the  molt  potent  of  all  s*‘ 
ihe  Kings  upon  Earth,  to  make  aDiL 
:overy  of  all  the  Nations  of  America , 
ind  to  invite  them  to  live  under  the 
government  of  fo  great  a Prince ; we 
tame  to  offer  them  our  Friendfhip 
nd  Protection  ; to  which  the  upper 
Countries  had  all  freely  fubmitted : 
rhat  if  we  did  pretend  to  fettle  our 
blves  in  the  Country,  it  was  not  fb 
nucl^  to  bring  them  under  a rigorous 
jfoke,  as  to  maintain  for  them,  by  the 
rower  of  our  Arms,  what  was  alrea- 
dy in  their  Pofleffion;  and  to  impart 
o them  our  rare  ft  Arts  and  our 
fVealth : Not  fo  much  to  fpoil  them  of 
iheir  Treafures,  as  to  teach  them  a 
nore  advantagious  way  of  ufing  them.- 
Cot  to  Ufurp  their  Territories,  but 
mt  them  in  a way  to  Cultivate  and 
mprove  them,  and  to  inftruCt  them 
n our  Commerce.  In  fhort,  net  to 
necorne  their  Lords  and  Matters,  but 
G 4 to 
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to  Eftablifh  a Brotherly  Friendfhip  with 
them. 

The  Prince  all  this  while  hearken’d 
with  great  Attention,  ( and  one  of  our 
Abemgais  having  given  him  to  under- 
ftand  what  I Paid)  embraced  me,  and 
with  a finding  Countenance,  told  me, 
That  after  the  Account  I had  given 
him  of  our  great  Monarch,  he  could 
not  but  conceive  the  greateft  Refpect 
and  Veneration  for  him;  that  he 
fhould  the  next  day  fee  M.  de  la  Salle , 
and  that  fie  would  give  him  more  par- 
ticular aflurances  of  it.  Whereupon 
I prefented  him  in  M.  de  la  Salle's  Name, 
with  a Sword  inlaid  with  Gold  and 
Silver,  forne  Cafes  of  Razors,  Cizars, 
and  Knives,  and  fome  Bottles  of  A- 
cjua  vita.  I cannot  exprefs  the  Joy 
and  fatisfaftion  he  receiv’d  thefe  finall 
Prefents  with.  But  I took  notice  at 
the  fame  time,  that  one  of  his  Wives, 
who  had  a pair  of  the  Cizars  in  her 
Hand,  admir’d  very  much  the  neat- 
nefs  of  the  Work,  and  would  now 
and  then  give  me  a Smile,  which  I 
fancied  might  be  a modeft  way  of 
asking  me  for  a pair  too-.  I took  an 
opportunity  to  draw  near  to  her,  and 
pulling  out  of  my  Pocket  a finall  fteel 
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tie  of  Filligreen-work,  wherein  was 
pair  of  Cizars,  and  a little  Tor- 
ie-fhell  Knife,  and  pretending  to  ad- 
ire  the  whitenefs  and  finenels  of 
r Garment,  I flipt  the  Cafe  into 
jr  Hand,  and  fhe  received  it,  iqueez- 
5 my  Hand  pretty  hard.  Which  gave 
5 reaion  to  think,  that  thefe  Women 
;ve  not  Hearts  altogether  fo  Savage, 

;t  that  they  might  eafily  be  tamed 
f us,  and  taught  the  Politer  Arts  of 
anverfation.  Another  of  the  Com- 
;ny,  who  was  not  lefs  pretty,  and 
atly  accoutred,  drawing  nearer  to 
l gave  me  to  underftand  by  the 
horns  fhe  fhewed  me,  which  fhe 
^de  ufe  of  to  fallen  her  Train,  that 
me  Pins  would  be  very  acceptable 
her.  I gave  her  a paper  of  ’em, 
gether  with  a Cafe  of  Needles  and 
Silver  Thimble.  Thefe  little  Trin- 
its  file  received  with  a wonderful 
y;  and  then  I gave  as  much  to  the 
/o  others.  She  who  was  the  fined 
id  the  mod  agreeable  of  ’em,  hav- 
g taken  notice  that  I admir’d  a 
ollar  of  large  Pearl  that  fhe  had  a- 
>ut  her  Neck,  took  it  off,  and  made 
t Offer  of  it  to  me,  with  abundance 
civility.  I refus’d  it  a good  while, 

but 
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but  reflefting  upon  the  plenty  of  Peai 
that  is  among  them,  and  that  t' 
filhing  for  ’em  was  in  the  Seas  ther 
abouts,  I made  no  further  difficult 
and  after  a few  more  offers,  I accep 
ed  of  it.  But,  in  return,  I gave  h 
ten  Yards  of  Blew  Ribbon,  which  II 
valued  at  leaft,  at  as  high  a rate. 

The  Night  now  drawing  on,  I w 
going  to  take  my  leave  of  the  Princ 
but  he  very  earneilly  defired  me  i 
ftay  ’till  the  next  day,  and  gave  tl 
charge  of  me  to  an  Officer,  to  1 
me  want  for  nothing.  I did  not  wai 
much  Courtfhip,  and  the  defire  I ha 
to  lee  a little  of  their  Manners  an 
Behaviour,  made  me  readily  enoug 
accept  of  the  kind  offer.  I was  coi 
du£ted  into  an  Apartment  furnifhe 
much  after  the  rate  of  that  the  Princ 
in.  There  they  brought  me 
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Collation  of  Wild-fowl,  and  Fruit,  ar 
fome  Liquors,  of  which  I tailed.  A 
that  while  there  was  an  Old  Gentli 
man  with  me,  who  was  very  goc 
Company,  and  efpecially  becaufe  l 
refolved  me  all  the  Queilions  i put  t 
him.  As  for  what  concerns  their  Politick 
he  inform’d  me,  that  they  were  ii 
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rely  govern’d  by  their  Prince’s  Ab- 
ate Will.  That  they  obey’d  him 
their  .Soveraign ; that  they  own’d 
Children  his  lawful  Succeffors ; 
t when  he  died,  they  facrificed  his 
c or  Chief  Wife,  the  firft  Steward 
1 twenty  Men  of  his  Nation,  to  be 
Retinue  and  wait  upon  him  in 
other  World.  That  during  his 
e,  no  Man  drunk  in  his  Cup,  nor 
out  of  his  Dilli,  or  walk’d  as 
was  palling  by  ; that  care  was  al- 
ly s taken,  not  only  to  clean  the 
ay  for  him,  but  alfo  to  ftrew  it 
:h  fweet  Herbs  and  Flowers.  I 
erv’d  in  that  little  time  I was  in 
Prefence,  that  when  he  (poke  to 
t body,  they  made  a loud  kind  of 
Riming  before  they  anfwer’d  him  ; 
1 I begg’d  this  Old  Gentleman  to 
f me  the  Reafon  of  it : He  told 
that  this  was  lookt  upon  as  a 
;en  of  admiration  and  refpeft.  As 
their  Religion,  he  told  me  that 
?y  Worfhip  the  Sun  ; that  they  had 
ir  Temples,  their  Altars,  and  their 
efts.  That  in  that  Temple,  there 
is  a Fire  which  burnt  perpetually, 
the  proper  Emblem  of  the  Sun. 

That 
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That  at  the  Decreafe  of  the  Moc 
they  carried  a great  Difh  of  th< 
greateft  Dainties  to  the  Door  of  t 
Temple,  as  an  Oblatory  Sacrifio 
which  the  Priefts  offer’d  to  their  Gc 
and  then  they  carried  it  home,  ai 
feafted  themfeives  with  it. 

As  to  their  Cuftoms,  every  Sprii 
they  go  in  a Body  to  fome  retir 
place,  and  there  turn  up  a large  fpa 
of  Land,  which  they  do  with  t 
Drums  beating  all  the  while.  Aft 
this,  they  take  care  to  call  it  the  £ 
fart,  or  the  Field  of  the  Spirit.  At 
thither  they  go  in  good  earned:,  wh< 
they  are  in  their  Enthufiaftick  Fit 
and  there  wait  for  Inlpiration  fro 
their  pretended  Deity.  In  the  mej 
while,  as  they  do  this  every  Yea 
it  proves  of  no  fmall  advantage  t 
them,  for  by  this  means  they  tui 
up  all  their  Land  infenfibly,  and 
becomes  abundantly  more  fruitful.  1 
Autumn  they  gather  their  Indian  Con 
and  they  keep  it  in  great  Baskets  ’ti 
the  New  Moon  in  the  next  Mont 
of  June : Then  the  Families  get  t< 
gether,  and  every  one  invites  his  Frienc 

an 
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1 Neighbours,  to  come  and  eat 
kes,  and  fome  Meat  they  get  Iike- 
<3 ; and  thus  they  fpend  the  Day 
reading. 

this  is  all  I could  learn  that  Day 
their  Religion,  their  Government 
i Cuftoms.  The  next  Day  I had 
Curioiity  of  feeing  their  Temple, 
. the  Old  Gentleman  had  me  thi- 
r.  The  Structure  of  it  was  exa<9> 
the  lame  with  that  of  the  Prince’s 
life.  As  to  the  out*fide,  it  is.  en- 
lpalfed  with  a great  high  Wall, 
fpace  betwixt  that  and  the  Tern- 
forming  a kmd  of  Court,  where 
jple  may  walk.  On  the  top  of  the 
.11  are  leveral  Pikes  to  be  feen,  up- 
jwhich  are  duck  the  Heads  of  their 
1 mod:  notorious  Criminals,  or  of 
|r  Enemies.  On  the  top  of  the 
Intifpiece,  there  is  a great  Knob  rail- 
all  covered  round  with  Hair,  and 
ye  that,  an  heap  of  Scalps  in  form 
jt  Trophy. 

The  inlide  of  the  Temple  is  only  a 
yet  painted  on  all  lides,  at  top  with  all 
S of  Figures ; in  the  midft  of  it  is  an 
irth  inftead  of  an  Altar,  upon 

which 
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which  there  is  continually  three  gra 
Billets  burning,  Handing  up  on  en 
and  two  Priefts  dreft  in  White  Ve 
ments,  are  ever  looking  after  it, 
make  up  the  Fire  and  liipply 
It  is  round  this  that  all  the  Peo{ 
come  to  fay  their  Prayers,  with  ftran 
kind  of  Hummings.  The  Prayers  a 
three  times  a Day ; at  Sun  rife, 
Noon,  and  at  Sun  fet.  They  ma 
me  take  notice  of  a fort  of  Cloi 
cut  out  of  the  Wall,  the  infide 
which  was  very  fine : I could  1 
only  the  Roof  of  it,  on  the  top 
which  there  hung  a couple  of  fprej 
Eagles,  which  look’d  towards  t 
Sun.  I wanted  to  go  into  it;  b 
they  told  me  that  it  was  the  1 
bernacle  of  their  God,  and  that 
was  permitted  to  none  but  their  Hij 
Prieft  to  go  into  it.  And  I was  to 
that  this  was  the  Repofitory  of  th< 
Wealth  and  Tteafures ; as  Pear 
Gold  and  Silver,  precious  Stones,  ai 
fbme  Goods  that  came  out  of  Euroi 
which  they  had  from  their  Neighbour 

After  I had  feen  all  thefe  Curio 
ties,  I took  my  leave  of  all  the 
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lat  were  with  me,  and  went  back 
nth  my  two  Interpreters,  to  M.  de 
Salle-,  to  whom  I gave  a faithful 
bcount  of  the  good  Entertainment  I 
id  received  from  the  Prince  of  the 
icucas ; of  his  Magnificence,'  and  efc 
:cially  of  his  good  Inclinations  to 
knowledge  the  King’s  Authority, 
‘me  time  after  we  law  him  coming 
wards  us,  in  a very  magnificent 
rge,  with  Drums  beating,  and  the 
romen  that  attended  him  playing 
i feveral  Inftruments : Some  of 
em  were  in  his  own  Barge,  feme  in 
hers  that  went  along  by  the  fide 
it.  M.  de  la  Salle  received  him  in 
relpe&ful  manner,  and  yet  with 
it  gravity  as  beft  became  him,  con- 
iering  the  Character  he  bore.  He 
anked  him  for  the  honour  he  did 
pa,  and  told  him  he  did  not  receive 
but  in  the  Name  of  the  Prince 
; Mafter  ; and  that  as  he  did  not 
ubt  but  he  was  willing  to  acknow- 
ige  his  Power,  lb  he  might  iafely 
'ure  him  of  his  Royal  Friendfhip 
d Protection.  The  Prince  of  the 
euca\  made  Anfwer,  That  what 
had  heard  of  the  Grandure  of  the 
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King,  and  of  the  Valour  of  his  Sub- 
jects, would  not  permic  him  to  hefi 
tate,  in  paying  him  in  Perfbn  thi 
Hommage  which  he  was  perfwadet 
was  due  to  him  whom  he  • reprefent 
ed ; and  that  tho’  he  was  a Soveraign 
he  chearfully  fubmitted  to  our  grea 
King’s  Power  ; and  that  he  (hould  b 
glad  to  merit  our  Alliance  and  Pro 
teCtion  by  his  Services.  After  the! 
mutual  Proteitations  of  Friendfhij! 
they  made  each  other  their  Prefent: 
M.  de  la  Salle  prelented  him  with  tw 
pieces  of  Ribbon,  and  fome  Trinkel 
for  his  Wives.  The  PrinGe  gave  hie 
fix  of  his  richeft  Robes,  a Collar  < 
Pearl,  a P'troque  or  Barge  filled  wit 
Ammunition  and  Provifion;  after  whicl 
there  was  brought  a Dozen  of  Bottle 
of  Aqua  vita,  prepar’d  with  Sugar  an 
Almonds,  and  Apricock  Kernels.  The 
the  King’s  Health  was  drunk,  with 
difeharge  of  all  our  Guns,  after  that  < 
the  Prince  of  the  Tacuca’s  in  like  mai 
ner;  after  which  he  went  again  it 
to  his  Piroque , and  went  away  vet 
well  fatisfied.  J 

We  continued  all  that"  Day  on  th 
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sore,  where  we  took  the  Altitude, 
id  found  our  felves  at  the  25th 
legree  of  Latitude,  the  next  day 
hng  the  22d  of  March  1695,  we 
ent  and  lay  ten  Leagues  off. 
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M.  de  la  Salle  perceiving  a Pi- 
que, that  made  up  towards  us,  to 
what  we  were,  gave  me  or- 
prs  to  chafe  it  ; which  I did  ; but 
I was  juft  going  to  lay  hold  of  her, 
tove  aHundredMen  llraight  appear- 
on  the  Shore,  with  their  Bows 
ady  to  fhoot  us.  M.  de  la  Salle , 
ith  loud  calling  after  me,  made 
p ftop;  and  being  come  back  to 
's  Company  again,  we  went  all 
id  ftood  over  againft  them  with 
ir  Muskets  ready  prefented.  This 
ifture  of  ours  frighted  them,  and 
lade  them  lay  down  their  Arms  ; 
id  I was  immediately  ordered  to  . 
l>  and  carry  them  the  Calumet,  Be- 
g come  up  to  them,  I offer’d  them 
le  Collar  of  Peace ; they  accepted 
very  civilly  ; they  embraced  me, 
id  gave  me  to  underftand,  that 
ey  woul4  be  Friends  with  us. 
L de  la  Salle  teeing  in  what  an  ob- 
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liging  manner  they 
me,  came  to  join  u 
Shore  ; and  as  foot 


had  receive! 
us  on  the  (am 
as  foon  as  thofe  Sa 
vages  perceived  hi 
Chief,  they  paid  hi 
Honours  and  Refpeft.  He  told  thei 
that  he  did  not  require  any  thin 
from  them,  but  a chearful  Acknovi 
ledgment  and  Submiflion  to  ot 
great  King’s  Orders  ; to  which  h 
added,  for  their  encouragement,  th 
Example  of  the  other  greater  Ns 
tions,  and  made  ufe  of  the  ,Argi 
ments  he  before  ufed  on  like  oca 
lions.  They  anfwer’d  him,  the 
they  had  their  Prince,  and  thi 
they  could  determine  nothing  witl 
out  his  Orders,  and  offer’d  eith< 
to  bring  him  to  us,  or  to  condui 
us  to  his  D welling.  M.  de  la  Sail 
who  was  always  glad  of  an  Oj 
portunity  of  feeing  the  Situatioi 
Manners,  and  Faculty  of  thofe  Ni 
tions,  chofe  the  latter.  Their  Vi 
lage  was  four  great  Leagues  off  froi 
the  Shore.  We  were  no  foom 
come  into  it,  but  the  Prince  can: 
to  receive  us ; he  had  us  into  h 
Cottage,  where  he  treated  us  ver 
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ndfomly,  it  was  the  Prince  of 
; Nation  of  the  Nacbes.  This 
pple  is,  divided  into  two  Provin- 
; this  was  the  lead  of  the  two. 
seir  Territories  are  feldom.  above 
jventy  Leagues  compafs,  and  their 
iateft  Revenues  is  the  Pearl  Fi- 
,ry  which  they  have  in  the  Sea 
)ut  them. 

There  is  a great  many  Divers 
that  Nation,  who  dive  to  the 
:tom  of  the  Water,  and  fetch  up 
(e  precious  Shells  from  the  lower- 
ft  part  of  the  Rocks.  On  a fair  day 
1 may  fee  the  Shells  on  the  Rocks 
l.n  themlelves  to  receive  the  Dew 
Heaven.  Which  Dew  breeds 
fir  ft  Seeds  of  the  Pearl  within 
Shells,  which  appear  like  little 
iite  Grain  that  flicks  faft  to  the 
ill.  Thefe  fmall  foft  Grains  do 
time  become  hard  and  white, 

We  fee  they  are.  It  is  oblerved 
t the  Pearls  which  are  fetch’d 
:n  the  bottom  of  the  Sea,  are 
ler  than  thofe  which  are  found 
the  Rocks,  becaufe  the  Sun 
H 2 » tarnifhes 
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tarnilhes  thefo,  and  the  Thund 
is  deftrucfive  to  their  Seeds, 

This  little  Prince  prefented  j 
de  k Satie  with  feme  Dozens 
’em,  of  a confiderable  bignefs ; a 
ia  return,  we  gave  him  a Hatch 
a Kettle,  and  iome  Knives,  T1 
gave  us  befides  thefe,  fome  Pro 
lions;  and  having  {laid  there  1 
whole  Day,  we  went  away  ( 
next  very  well  fetisfied  with  ea 
other.  They  gave  us  a couple 
Guides,  co  ftiew  us  the  way  i i 
the  other  Nation  of  the  fame  Nan 
which  is  Ten  Leagues  farther 
the  Country.  In  the  mean  til 
M.  de  la  Salle  fent  two  of  our  M 
to  carry  fome  frefh  Provifions 
diofe  that  waked  for  us  by  t 
Water  fide,  together  with  Ordf 
to  fail  Ten  Leagues  lower  do\ 
the  River,  and  to  ftay  for  h 
there. 

Tims  we  went  under  the  Cc 
&u'8t  of  our  Guides,  and  came  tb 
Night  to  the  great  Village  of  A 
ekes.  This  Nation  is  able  to  l 
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^ Three  Thoufand  Men  in  any 
he  of  War.  Their  Land  is  very 
;11  Cultivated,  and  bears  Indian 
irn,  all  forts  of  Fruit-Trees,  O- 
e-trees,  and  Vines.  There  are 
ft  Meadows  to  be  feen  there ; 
ft  Forefts  and  all  forts  of  Cattle; 
ihing  and  Hunting  being  all  their 
nployment  and  their  Wealth, 

The  Prince  received  us  with  a 
;at  deal  of  joy  ; made  us  a great 
iny  Prefents  both  of  Pearl  and 
ovifions,  and  treated  us  very  ge- 
“oufly.  The  next  day  we  plant- 
there  the  King’s  Arms,  giving 
Volley  of  Shot ; after  which  we 
>k  our  leaves  of  the  Prince,  who 
pred  us  of  his  inrire  Submiffion; 
:d  we  went  to  meet  cur  Men 
jth  new  Proviftons. 

Being  got  aboard  our  Canoos, 
t went  forward,  and  about  Eight 
agues  off,  we  came  to  the  Village 
roas , where  the  Prince  receiv’d 
as  the  reft  had  done,  and  paid 
)mage. 

H 3 The 
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The  next  day  being  the  27th  e 
March , 1685.  w e planted  our  Hut 
at;  the  Mouth  of  a great  River 
which  comes  from  the  Weft , and  i 
called  La  Sablonniere ; Ten  League 
from  hence,  as  we  continued  ou 
Courle,  we  found  the  River  di 
vide  it  felf  into  three  Channels ; j 
took  the  Right-hand-ftream,  M.  d 
U Foreft  took  the  left,  and  M.  d 
la  Salle  the  middle  way  ; we  fol 
low’d  each  our  Courle  for  aboui 
Ten  Leagues,  and  in  a little  time 
after,  we  found  our  felves  re-join’d 
by  the  uniting  of  the  Three  Stream! 
again  into  one.  We  were  hardly 
got  together  again,  and  gone  fbr-i 
ward  Five  or  Six  Leagues,  but  we 
efpied  fbme  Fifher  men  by  the  Wa- 
ter-fide,  who  were  Qmmpijfd's.  As 
loon  as  they  faw  us  come  near  , 
they  a Harmed  all  the  reft  of  their 
Men,  and  ftraight  the  Drum  fell  a 
beating,  and  the  Shore  was  in  an 
inftant  lined  with  Savages,  all 
armed  with  Bows  and  Arrows ; 
we  were  willing  to  fend  Four  French 
Men  to  treat  with  ’em,  but  they 

were 
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vcre  feverely  lent  back  by  a fhole 
f Arows;  after  which,  four  of  our 
•avages  offer’d  to  go  to  fee  what 
hey^could  do,  but  they  were  ufed 
a like  manner ; in  fo  much  that 
A.  de  la  Salle , not  willing  to  run  2- 
iy  further  rilque  here,  he  bid  us 
save  them  in  quiet,  and  trouble 
>ur  {elves  no  further  with  them. 

Twelve  Leagues  from  the  Qui- 
tpijfd’sj  we  fell  to  the  Right,  on 
he  Village  call’d  Tangibao ; we 
ound  it  pillag’d,  fack’d,  and  a 
^eat  Heap  of  dead  Bodies  one  up- 
>n  another,  ff  his  fight  {truck  a 
nighty  horrour  in  us,  and  conclude 
ng  that  it  was  not  good  flaying 
here,  we  went  on  \ and  about 
lien  Leagues  further,  we  be- 
mn  to  find  the  V/ater  brack \ Hi , 
[he  Shore  feemed  fomewhat  more 
ixtended,  and  all  ft/ewed  with 
shells  of  different -{bape  and  figure, 
’ome  like  drinking  Cups,  fome  like 
snails  ending  in  a Ipiral  point, 
md  all  of  a molt  agreeable  varie- 
ty of  Colours.  We  kept  on  ftill, 
md  after  an  Hours  failing,  we  put 
H 4 our 
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our  fllves*  into  a Canoo,  and  kep 
along  ti  e Coaft,  the  better  totak 
our  Obfervation  of  the  Shore,  am 
fb  came  back  to  land  at  the  River’ 
Mouth. 

This  was  on  the  Seventh  of  A 
fril , 1683.  The  firft  thing  wi 

then  took  care  to  do,  was  to  re 
turn  our  humble  thanks  to  Almigh 
ty  God,  for  our  good  Succefs,  anc 
for  that  he  had  carried  us  in  fafe^ 
ty  to  the  end  of  our  Voyage,  aftei 
more  than  Eight  Hundred  Leagues, 
failing  and  rowing  with  fb  ffnall  a 
handful  of  Men,  and  fb  little  Am- 
munition ; and  that  through  fb  ma- 
ny barbarous  Nations,  which  we 
had  not  only  difcover’d,  but  in  fonie 
meafure  made  fubjebt  to  us.  We 
Sung  the  Te  Deum ; after  which, 
taking  our  Canoos,  and  our  Equi- 
page upon  Sledges,  we  went  and 
planted  our  Huts  -a  little  above  the 
Shore,  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
Sea,  which  wholly  overflows  it,  af- 
ter fix  Hours  Eob,  during  which 
it’s  left  quite  dry. 

Having 
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Having  pitched  here  our  New 
amp,  we  faftned  a Crofs  to  the 
>p  of  a large  Tree,  and  fet  up 
ie  Arms  of  France : Afcer  which 
e railed  three  or  four  Huts  more, 

-id  Entrenched  our  lelves  there, 
hen  M.  de  la  Salle  took  the  Abi- 
de, to  know  where  the  Mouth  of 
ie  MiJJiJJipi  was.  The  Spaniards , 
ho  had  attempted  to  find  it  out, 
o’  in  vain,  had  already  given  it 
ie  Name  of  Del  Rio  j4 Jeon  dido.  Ac- 
t'd ing  to  M.  de  la  Salle’s  Calcu- 
tion,  it  is  between  the  Twenty 
ond  and  Twenty  dfhird  Degree 
Latitude;  'that  it  throws  it  felf 
to  the  Gulph  of  Mexico , with  a 
ge  Channel  which  is  Twenty; 
tagues  wide,  and  very  deep  and 
avigable. 

. si 

M.  de  la  Salle  would  be  a little 
quainted  with  its  Shores,  before 
would  leave  them,  it  is  cer- 
in  that  they  are  not  fit  to  bein- 
bited,  by  realon  of  the  irequent 
undations  by  the  Spring-Tides,  ’ 

and 
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and  theBarrennels  of  the  Shore ; the 
is  nothing  but  Canes  and  Reeds,  ai 
Woods  overthrown.  But  about 
League  and  a half  within  ti 
Country,  it  is  the  molt  pleafant 
the  World,  fine  large  Meadow 
fair  Woods  full  of  Mulberry-tree 
Nut-trees,  and  Chefnut-trees.  TJ 
Fields  are  covered  with  all  forts 
Fruit-Trees,  as  Orange,  Lemmo 
Pomegranate,  and  the  fides  of  tl 
Hills  with  Vines,  and  the  Fief 
bear  Indian  Corn  twice  a Yea 
We  law  in  all  their  Ponds  and  R 
vers  vaft  quantities  of  Water-Fow 
Geele,  Ducks,  and  Teal,  Moor-hen 
&c.  and  in  the  Woods  and  Field 
Partridges,  Phealants,  Quails,  an 
other  kind  of  Fowl ; of  four  Foo 
ed  Creatures  all  forts,  efpeciall 
one  large  fort  of  Oxen,  which  the 
call  Cibola's  ; thefe  are  much  laq 
er  than  any  hath  been  mention’ 
and  are  railed  like  a Cammel  froi 
the  Chine  to  the  middle  of  tl 
Back  they  feed  among  the  Cane 
and  go  together  fometimes  no  le 
in  number  than  Fifteen  Hun  dree 

The 
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'hey  Hunt  them  them  aft<tr  a par- 
Icular  manner.  When  they  are  in 
ie  midft  of  thefe  Canes,  where 
»ere  is  no  coming  at  them,  the 
ivagesget  round  about  them,  and 
!t  fire  to  ’em  in  feveral  places,  e£ 
ecially  when  the  Wind  is  fome- 
fing  high,  which  makes  at  firft 
mighty  fmoke,  which  turns  ail 
' a fudden  into  a Flame,  and  this 
Irikes  lo  great  a terrour  into  the 
lerd,  that  they  all  dilperle  them- 
slves,  and  the  Savages,  who  lie  in 
ait  upon  Trees,  fihoot  lome  with 
irrows,  fome  with  Bullets,  and 
lake  an  incredible  Slaughter  among 
lem.  By  good  Fortune,  the.  Sa- 
lges  Tangibao , Qfrimpiffasy  and  Na- 
jes,  had  been  a Hunting  when  we 
rere  there  (for  they  always  join 
[hen  they  Hunt  them)  and  they 
ft  us  three  fine  large  ones,  which 
re  feiz’d,  and  having  dreft  them, 
ley  feafted  us  all  for  three  Days, 
ad  we  had  lome  left  the  day  we 
fent  away  from  thence. 

M. 


go  and  give  an  Account  of  hii 
Dijcoveries  to  Count  Frontenac , and 
to  confirm  the  Nations  he  had  gone 
through  in  the  good  efteem  of  us, 
refblved  to  go  up  the  fame  Rivei 
hack  again  to  the  Illinois,  and 
thence  for  the  Lakes,  in  order  tc 
get  to  Quebeck , and  from  thence 
fet  Sail  for  France , and  give  the 
Court  a true  account  of  his  Suc- 
cefs. 

The  Eleventh  of  April  of  the 
fame  Year  1685,  we  got  in  a Ca? 
noo  on  the  feid  River ; we  were 
about  Sixty  of  us.  As  this  River 
divides  it  felf  into  three  Channels, 
about  Fifty  Leagues  from  the  Sea, 
we  came  the  firft  day  to  the  place 
where  they  met  together,  and  in 
$ix  days  after  that,  to  the  Point 
where  it  divides  it  felf:  There 
our  Victuals  failing,  it  was  highly 
neceffary  to  look  about  us.  The 
firft  Relief  we  met  with,  were 
feme  Crocodils ; we  kill’d  two  of  ’em 
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in  a little  while,  that  were  pretty 
large : The  fleih  of  them  is  good, 
white,  firm,  and  very  well  tafted. 
[t  is  as  firm  as  Tunny,  and  near 
in  tafte  to  Salmon,  and  we  feafted 
on  it  for  fome  days.  The  Stream 
of  our  River  began  now  to  grow 
ftronger  againft  us,  fo  that  we 
were  forced  to  get  on  Shore,  and 
ufe  our  Sledges,  as  far  as  Quwi- 
pijfjs.  As  this  People  had  given 
us  a fourvey  welcome  as  we  came 
down,  we  were  forced  to  confult 
how  we  fhould  do  to  make  them 
a little  more  tractable,  wherefore 
we  font  two  Abenaguis , and  two 
Loups  towards  them.  They  met 
with  four  Women  only,  which  they 
brought  to  us  that  Night.  This 
Prize  pleafod  us  very  well,  hoping 
that  by  their  means,  we  fhould 
belt  compafs  our  Defigns.  We  ufod 
thofe  Women  with  all  the  Civility 
and  Prudence  imaginable ; and 
being  come  near  to  their  Village, 
the  next  morning  we  font  one  of 
them  home  with  fome  final!  Pre- 
fonts, to  fhew  that  we  did  not 

come 
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come  in  an  Hoftile  manner,  only 
wanted  their  Friendfhip,  and  what 
was  chiefly  neceffary,  fome  Recruits 
of  our  Provifions.  She  fhewed  them 
all  the  little  Gewgaws  we  had  given 
her,  and  related  to  them  what  good 
Entertainment  lhe  had  received 
from  us,  and  what  Defigns  we 
came  upon.  Immediately  they  fent 
four  of  the  Chief  of  their  Nation  to 
us,  who  brought  along  with  them 
fome  Provifions,  and  invited  us  to 
come  and  be  merry  with  them. 
We  then  reftored  the  Three  Wo- 
men into  their  Hands,  and  we  came 
nearer  to  them,  but  Hill  Handing1 
upon  our  Guard.  When  we  were 
come  into  their  Village,  they  pre- 
fonted  us  fome  of  their  Fruits,  and 
fome  Water- Fowl  pretty  well  drcft. 
After  this  Refrefhment,  we  retired 
about  a Hundred  Paces  from  them, 
and  lodged  in  our  Huts  thatNight, be- 
tween the  Village  and  the  River.  By 
break  ofDay  thefetreacherousRogUes 
furrounded,  and  attacked  us:  But 
they  mill:  of  their  aim ; for 
we  had  fet  Sentinels  all  that  Night, 
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td  with  their  firft  Approach,  we 
ere  prepared  to  receive  them.  We 
lied  five  or  fix  the  very  firft 
pw,  upon  which  the  reft  fled ; 
id  we  purfued  them  a little  way, 
id  having  killed  three  or  four 
ore,  we  thought  that  was  enough, 
id  we  took  their  Scalps  with  us 
ferve  for  a Trophy. 


From  thence  we  went  forward  to 
e N aches ; we  had  hid  fbme  hi- 
nt Corn  there,  as  we  went  down, 
id  we  found  it  again  in  very 
>od  condition.  The  Prince  came 
aightway  to  receive  us ; M.  de  U 
- He , after  the  firft  Compliments 
ifs’d,  prefented  him  with  the 
:alps  of  the  guimpiffa's  we  had 
ought  with  us,  who  were  his 
-eateft  Enemies.  Which  made  it 
le  more  grateful,  and  ferved  to 
lew  him  that  we  were  not  Men 
* be  fool’d  with. 


firft  thing  he  did,  was  to 
ive  order  for  fomething  to  be 
tch’d  to  refrefh  us;  which  we 

freely 


Ill 


M.  De  La  Salle. 

freely  accepted  of.  All  this  whil 
we  oblerved  that  we  faw  no  W( 
men  in  the  Village,  which  mad 
us  fufped  feme  Roguery.  Noi 
withftanding  we  kept  eating  an 
drinking,  and  never  (eem’d  to  tak 
any  notice  of  any  thing,  but  w 
kept  our  Arms  all  the  while,  j 
little  while  after  we  fpied  a grea 
number  of  Men  in  Arms  drawinj 
towards  us,  and  we  in  an  inftan 
put  our  (elves  in  a pofture  of  de 
fence.  But  the  Prince  bid  us  fea 
nothing,  and  allured  us  that  w 
never  needed  to  entertain  any  fu( 
picion  of  them ; he  went  up  to  ’en 
and  commanded  them  to  halt.  Af 
ter  which,  he  told  us,  that  it  wa 
a Party  of  his  Men  who  had  beei 
againft  the  Iroquois , but  that  thei 
for  their  own  part  were  re(blve< 
e'er  to  maintain  a firm  Friendfhi] 
with  us.  His  words  he  confirmee 
by  fome  Prelents  that  followed,  a 
alio  (bme  Provifions,  which  wi 
heartily  and  thankfully  received 
leaving  them,  by  way  of  return 
(bme  of  our  Canoos,  which  indeec 

were 
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Ivere  but  cumberiome  to  us ; and 
bat  we  came  off  fate  and  found, 

•ut  we  attributed  our  fafety  to 
>ur  care  and  watchfulnefs. 

After  this,  we  continued  our 
'ourfe  toward  the  Tacuca’s,  and  the 
Ikancea' s,  who  received  us  very 
tandfomly  at  our  Landing. 

Thus,  pafling  through  fb  many 
ifferent  Nations,  we  made  try- 
jl  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  fome,  and 
le  treachery  of  others ; and  by  a 
ue  mixture  of  mildnefs  and  feve- 
ity,  and  a conftant  care,  we  did 
ot  only  fruftrate  their  Defigns, 
nd  avoid  their  Ambufh,  but  we 
rought  them  to  Terms,  and  made 
tern  fubmit  to  us. 

On  the"  Twelfth  of  May,  i68j, 
re  left  the  Akancea's,  and  pufhed 
)rvvard  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Ri- 
er  of  the  Illinois ; after  which  we 
^ent  on  along  the  Shore,  quite  up 
> the  Fort  Preudbomme , where 
A.  de  U Salle  fell  dangeroufly  ill. 
ather  Gabriel  ftaid  with  him,  with 
good  many  of  his  Men ; and  I 
?as  commanded  to  go  with  Twen- 
i of  his  Men  to  Mijjilamachinac, 

I to 
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to  look  after  his  Affairs.  I left 
him  there  the  Fifteenth  of  May. 

I went  the  firft  Day  to  lie  at 
Ouabaches ; where  I was  made  very 
welcome. 

Twenty  Leagues  further,  I met 
with  home  Iroquois.  Thefe  Sava- 
ges, who  are  the  moft  barbarous 
of  all  others,  are  fneakingly  fub- 
miflive  when  their  Party  is  the 
weakeft,  but  moft  unmerciful  wher 
they  have  an  advantage.  There 
was  but  Five  of  them  that  met 
us  ; and  they  told  us  we  fhould 
not  go  far  e’re  we  fhould  meet  a 
Company  of  above  Four  Hundred 
Men  well  Armed.  This  Advid 
made  us  take  care  to  ftand  upor 
our  Guard,  for  truly  it  is  not  very 
fafe  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  thefe 
Barbarous  People  when  they  marcf 
in  a Body.  Vfc  had  not  gone  i 
quarter  of  a League,  but  we  fpied 
a little  Army,  which  we  took  at 
firft  to  be  Iroquois , but  they  were 
Tavaroa' s who  had  joined  themfelve: 
with  feme  Illinois.  They  feeing  out 
Fire-Arms,  took  us  tor  Iroquois, 
and  were  going  to  furround  us, 
with  a Defign  to  burn  us,  for  that 
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the  ufual  way  of  dealing  with 
iofe  barbarous  Fellows,  whenfoe- 
ver  they  get  any  of  them;  fo 
treat  is  the  abhorrence  which  all 
Nations  have  againft  them.  But 
ie  Illinois  having  difcover’d  w’ho 
/e  were,  they  unbent  their  Bows, 
nd  gave  us  part  of  their  Provifi- 
ns.  We  purfued  our  Road  to  the 
Liver  Chicacou , and  after  Twenty 
bays  Journey,  we  at  length  am- 
ed  at  Miffilimachinac , in  the  begin- 
ng  of  July ; where  we  ftaid  for 
A.  de  la  Salle , who  came  and  join- 
d us  in  September  the  fame  Year; 
fe  flayed  there  but  three  Days,  to 
;ive  feme  neceflary  Orders.  He 
;ave  me  the  command  of  Fort 
it.  Louis , with  orders  to  fee  it  fi~ 
lifhed,  and  a full  power  to  dif- 
)ofe  of  the  Lands  adjacent,  and  left 
11  his  Men  under  me,  except  fix 
French  Men  he  took  with  him  to 
Ouebeck.  We  went  away  the  lame 
bay,  he  for  Canada , I for  the  II- 
inois. 

I went  dire&ly  to  Miami*,  at  the 
lead  of  Forty  Men,  French  and 
iavanes.  I came  to  it  on  the  6th 
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of  January,  1684,  and  vifited  the 
Fort,  which  was  in  a very  good 
condition.  There  I left  Ten  of 
my  Men  well  Armed,  and  purfu- 
ing  my  Journey,  I got,  by  the  end' 
of  the  Month,  to  Fort  St.  Louis. 
I fet  Men  at  work  about  it  imme- 
diately, and  in  lefs  than  two  Months 
time  I compleated  it.  Prefently  af- 
ter this,  I invited  all  the  Neigh- 
bouring Nations  to  come  to  it. 

There  needed  no  great  pains  or 
Art  to  get  them  thither.  The 
beauty  of  the  Country,  the  fruit- 
fulnefs  of  the  Land,  the  convenien- 
cy  of  a fine  Navigable  River;  the 
nearnefs  of  about  a Hundred  diffe- 
rent Nations,  and  of  thofe  little 
Lakes,  or  rather  little  Seas,  which 
make  it  a fit  Seat  of  Commerce 
for  all  North  America ; and  reach 
from  the  River  St.  Laurent  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  fhort,  the  ad- 
vantagious  Scituation  of  this  Fort, 
which  was  defign’d  as  a Bulwark  for 
all  the  Nations  that  fhould  come 
to  fettle  there,  againft  all  irrupti- 
ons of  the  barbarous  Nations,  was 
a fofficient  Invitation  and  Induce- 
ment 
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lent  to  them  to  come  and  dwell 
here.  So  that  in  a little  time, 
here  was  above  Five  Hundred 
tuts  made  up,  and  in  lels  than 
*vo  Months,  there  was  a wonder- 
d great  concourle  of  People  of  all 
stations.  By  this  it  is  eafie  to  be 
en,  with  how  little  difficulty  the 
avages  might  be  tamed  and  po- 
fhed,  by  planting  here  and  there 
>me  Colonies  of  Europeans.  For 
ow  few  Ibe.ver  they  be,  they  are, 
f it  were  a ciment  of  Concord  and 
vil  Society  amongft  the  molt  bar- 
^rous  Nations. 

In  the  mean  while  M.  de  la  Salle 
:ing  arriv’d  at  Quebec,  had  the  dffi 
tistaftion  not  to  meet  with  M. 

Comte  de  Frontenac ; for  he  had 
ken  re-manded  to  France  by  an 
rder  from  Court,  and  was  gone 
jither.  After  his  Arrival,  he  did 
)t  fail  to  acquaint  all  the  City 
ith  the  Dilcoveries  he  had  made, 
id  with  the  News  of  fo  many 
ations  yielding  themlelves  fubjeft 
the  King’s  Power.  The  Te  De- 
» was  fung,  as  an  acknowledg- 
ed of  this  happy  Addition  of 
I 5 glory 
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glory  and  Honour  to  the  Crown 
The  earneft  defire  which  M.  de  l 
Salle  had,  to  go  to  give  the  Kinj 
and  his  Minifters  an  Account  o 
the  fuccefs  of  his  Travels,  madi 
him  haften  his  Departure.  He  wen 
from  Canada  in  the  beginning  o 
October,  1684.  But  before  he  le 
Sail,  he  lent  the  Chevalier  de  Bogi , 
to  me,  as  a Perfon  that  had  beer 
highly  recommended  to  him.  Hi 
came  to  me  to  St.  Louis's  Fort.  ] 
received  him  as  well  as  I could 
and  gave  him  the  beft  Entertain 
ment  that  my  Condition  would  pfer 
mit  me.  i i 

On  the  Twentieth  of  March,  ir 
the  lame  Year  •,  having  received  Ad) 
vice,  that  the  Iroquois , being  jea< 
lous  of  our  new  Eftablifhment 
were  coming  againft  us  with  con- 
fiderable  Forces  ; I fent  an  Exprefi 
to  M.  de  la  Durontai , Qovernour  oi 
the  Fort  Miffilimachitiac , for  lomt 
affiftance.  ' In  the  mean  while  1 
raifed  new  Fortifications,  and  bj 
means  of  good  Ditches,  Rampires, 
and  other  Works,  I put  the  Vil- 
lage into  a good  pofture  of  De- 
fence. 
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bnce.  They  came  on  the  28th 
jf  March,  and  lay  before  us,  to  the 
[umber  of  Five  Hundred ; we  beat 
hem  back  bravely  in  their  very 
irft  Attacks ; at  laft , alter  Six 
[Weeks,  we  railed  the  Siege,  and 
breed  them  to  retire  with  the  loft 
f Fourfcore  of  theirs,  and  not  ol 
me  of  ours.  They  took  a few 
Haves  in  the  Neighbourhood,  that 
hey  might  have  fomething  to  Brag 
>f,  and  might  not  be  thought  to 
:ome  back  empty  ; but  as  they 
vere  juft  a going  to  flea  their 
Scalps,  the  poor  Wretches  were 
iappily  fo  cunning  as  to  get  away, 
md  came  to  us  in  our  Fort. 

About  the  15th  of  April,  M.  de 
'a  Durontai , and  Father  de  Lay  a 
[efuit,  with  Sixty  French  came  to 
iflift  me,  but  it  was  needlefs  then, 
n the  mean  while  M.  de  la  Barre 
yas  come  to  Queheck , to  fucceed 
he  Count  de  Frontenac.  This 
Change  was  a dreadful  blow  to 
STew  France  in  general,  which 
look’d  upon  Count  de  Frontenac  as 
:heir  Patron.  But  it  proved  nolefs 
fevere,  in  refped  to  my  own  par- 
I 4 ticular. 
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ticular.  For  no  fooner  was  this 
new  Governour  come  over,  whc 
was  a Friend  and  Relation  of  the 
Chevalier  de  Bogia , but  he  gave 
him  the  command  of  St.  Louis'1' 
Fort;  the  rile  and  perfection  o! 
which  were  all  owing  to  me.  He 
direded  his  Orders  to  M.  de  la  Du* 
rontai , to  deliver  to  me ; who  in- 
formed me  with  the  new  Gover- 
no’ur’s  Orders,  to  give  up  mv 
Command  of  the  place,  and  to  in- 
veft  the  Chevalier  therewith.  I 
could  do  no  other  but  obey  the 
Orders  I left  fome  confiderable  Ef- 
fects in  the  Fort,  whereof  I made  an 
Inventory, which  the  Chevalier  was  lo 
kind  as  to  let  his  Hand  to;  and  I left 
the  place  the  fame  day,  taking  with 
me  what  was  of  moft  moment  and 
ufe.  I firft  took  the  Road  of 
Montreal , and  thence  went  to  Quebeck , 
where  I arriv’d  in  the  beginning  of 
Jidy.  I could  do  no  lefs  than  go  and 
wait  on  the  Governour,  and  give  him 
a faithful  Account  of  the  Condition 
and  Importance  of  the  place,  which 
I had  left  by  his  Order,  and  of  the 
hate  of  the  Country  in  general.  He 

heard 
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heard  me  very  courteoufly,  and 
iry  civilly  offer’d  me  any  other  Poft 
nould  delire  in  America.  I thank- 
him  for  his  kind  Offers,  and  told 
m,  I was  not  willing  to  take  any 
nployment  until  M.  de  la  Salle 
me  back ; and  fo  we  parted. 

As  loon  as  I arriv’d,  I did  not  fail 
write  to M.  de  la  Salle , and  give  him 
i Account  how  I was  ferved,  and 
>w  I thought  my  felt  wronged,  by 
ing  thus  put  out  of  the  Command 
had  given  me.  Adding,  that  I 
illy  thought  there  might  be  fome 
anger  of  the  Peoples  fitting  uneafie 
der  a new  Governour,  and  forla- 
lg  their  new  Habitations,  or  com- 
tting  fome  Diforder.  I writ  befides 
M.  de  la  Fore ft,  a Friend  of  mine, 
fupport  my  Intereft s with  our  com- 
an  Proteftor.  Thefe  Letters  had  all 
b good  effect  I could  wifh  or  hope 
\ I teceived  an  Anfwer  to  my  Bu- 
lefs  by  M.  de  la  Forejl  himfelf,  who 
me  back  to  Quebeck  in  the  latter  end 
July  1684.  [ had  the  fatisfacfion 

iearn  from  him  what  a gracious 
option  M.  de  la  Salle  had  met  with 
Court,  and  what  confiderable  For- 
ces 
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ces  the  King  had  granted  him  to  ft 
tie  the  Colonies  in  the  New-foum 
lands ; and  withal  that  he  was  ic 
bark’d  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ; bi 
what  compleated  my  joy  was,  th 
I triumphed  over  mine  Enemies,  i 
my  reftitution  to  St.  Louts* s Fort, 
the  Quality  of  Governour,  and  Ca 
tain;  for  which  this  Gentleim 
brought  me  the  Letters  which  M.< 
la  Salle  had  obtain’d  from  the  Kir 
in  my  favour. 

I equipp’d  my  felf  ftraightwa 
with  Arms  and  all  Materials  neceffi 
ry,  as  well  for  the  Fortification  < 
the  place,  as  for  the  raifmg  of  m 
Company.  And  after  we  had  fpei 
fome  days  together  at  Quebeck  M. , 
la  Foreft  and  I,  went  away  tog 
ther  the  Fir  ft  of  Novebmer,  he  f< 
Frontenac,  of  which  place  he  was  g 
ing  Governour,  and  I for  the  Wind 

The  Ice  putting  a flop  to  our  Vo; 
age  on  the  River  of  St.  Laurence,  v 
were  forced  to  ftay  and  Winter  j 
Montreal , until  the  next  Spring,  i 
1685. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  we  g< 
up  the  River  again  as  far  as  the  F01 

Froi 
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'ontenucy  where  I took  my  leave  of 
t.  la  For  eft.  I went  in  a Canoo  on 
[e  firft  Lake  to  Magara,  where  af- 
•r  I had  fhot  the  fall  of  the  River,  I 
)t  to  MiJfilintachinac,  and  then  to 
Uamis,znd  being  come  to  the  Mouth 
the  River  of  the  Illinois,  I went  to 
ort  St.  Louis,  about  June  1 5 in  the 
me  Year. 

The  Chevalier  de  Bogia,  immedi- 
tely  entertain’d  me  with  all  pot- 
tle marks  of  Joy,  Friendfhip,  and 
,efpe£t  ; and  I endeavour’d  to  make 
fuitable  return  to  his  Kindnefs; 
ut  at  laft,  after  having  inform’d  him 
F M.  de  la  Salle's  Embarking,  and  of 
|1  other  News  then  ftirring  ; I found 
ly  {elf  oblig’d  to  fhew  him  the  Let- 
:rs  Patents,  to  be  Commander  in 
thief,  and  Governour  of  Fort  St.  Lou - 
l with  which  the  King  thought  fit 
5 honour  me.  He  receiv’d  this  Or- 
er  with  a great  deal  of  fubmiffion, 
ad  put  me  again  in  pofleflion  of  the 
lace,  with  all  the  Effe&s  with  which 
had  entrufted  him,  alluring  me, 
t the  fame  time,  that  neverthelefs 
e {hould  ft  ill  be  ready  to  do  me  fer- 
ice  upon  all  occafions,  and  always 
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to  perform  the  Office  of  a faithf 
Friend.  Wefpent  the  reft  of  the  dz 
together  in  amicable  Converlatio 
and  the  next  Morning  he  departed 
third  time  for  the  Town  of  Quebec 
In  the  mean  while  the  Miamis  an 
the  Illinois, neighbouring  Nations  an 
our  A Hies, being  at  variance  about  ce 
tain  trivial  pretenfions ; I endeavour1 
to  reconcile  them ; having  receiv’ 
from  both  Parties  Hoftages  an 
Pledges  of  their  Fidelity.  In  the  be 
ginning  of  Auguft , being  much  d 
fturb’d  that  I had  heard  no  News  c 
M.  de  lx  Salle,  I pafs’d  over  to  Mijjili 
machmac , to  make  fome  Enquiry  afte 
him.  There  I was  inform’d  that  th< 
nonvilie*  Marquefs  d'Enonville  fucceeded  M.  d 
nominated  Ia  Barre , in  quality  of  Governour  o 

If  m dell  ^ew  Fraf)ee  ’ and  I alio  the  HO' 
Barre.  nour  to  receive  a Letter  from  him 
in  which  he  was  pleas’d  to  expref 
his  delire  ofentring  into  a Conference 
with  me,  about  the  Defign  he  had  tc 
make  War  with  the  Iroquois  ; at  the 
fame  time  he  gave  me  to  underhand, 
that  M.  de  la.  Salle , having  been  for  a 
long  time  at  Sea,  had,  without  doubt, 
already  enter’d  the  Gulf  with  four 

tight 
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ht  Ships,  given  him  by  tiie  King, 

9 that  apparently  he  muft  needs 
re  arriv’d  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Ri- 
' or  in  fome  other  Port. 

Phis  Letter  forv’d  only  to  increale 
Earneft  defire  I had  to  meet  him, 
Dmuch  that  I immediately  took 
e to  provide  what  Supplies  I could 
him;  fitted  out  Twenty  Canadi- 
, and  returning  to  the  Illinois , with 
new  Recruits  ; I arriv’d  within 
donth,  at  St.  Louis's  Fort : Where, 
er  having  given  neceflary  Orders, 
eft  the  Command  of  the  Place  to 
‘,'Sieur  de  Belief ont nine  ; and  let  for- 
rd  with  Forty  Men  for  the  Gulf 
Mexico.  Thus  we  pafs’d  down  our 
ver  into  the  great  one  of  Mifjilfij>i, 
low’d  its  Courfo  to  the  Sea,  and 
tnt  about  two  Months  in  perform- 
l this  Voyage. 

Upon  our  Arrival  on  the  Sea  fhore, 
t meeting  with  what  I fought  lor, 
r any  Perfon  who  could  give  me 
y Information  about  the  matter, 
lent  out  two  Boats,  viz.  one  to  the 
and  the  other  to  the  Soutb-mjl , 
endeavour  to  make  fome  Difoove- 
: They  row’d  up  and  down  about 

Twen- 
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Twenty  Leagues  from  one  fide  to 
nother,  along  the  Coaft,  and  havic 
defcry’d  nothing,  were  oblig’d  j 
ftand  in  for  fome  Port  for  want  i 
Frefh  Water,  and  return’d  to  jo 
our  Fleet, after  a Courfe  of  two  day< 
without  being  able  to  get  any  noti< 
of  what  I expected.  All  that  I receh 
ed  from  them  by  way  of  Confolatio 
was  only  a Porpoife,  and  fome  vei 
fine  Shells  of  Mother  of  Pearl,  whic 
they  took  on  a Rock. 

Therefore  perceiving  that  it  wou] 
be  to  no  purpole  to  wait  there  ar 
longer, I advis’d  with  the  moft  prudei 
Men  of  our  Company,  about  tl 
Courle  we  ought  to  fteer  at  our  r 
turn.  I was  inclin’d  to  follow  tj 
Coaft  as  far  as  Menada, hoping  by  thi 
means,  continually  to  difcover  fon 
new  Country,  or  to  take  fome  got 
Prize : But  the  moft  part  were  of  tj 
contrary  Opinion;  affirming  itwj 
lafer  to  keep  a known  Road,  rath 
than  to  take  one  that  was  not  fo,  ai 
which  otherwife  could  not  but  be  4 
very  difficult  paffage ; as  well  by  re 
Ion  of  theHighLands  along  the  Coafl 
as  for  the  great  number  of  Rivers  thi 

iinlos 
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load  themfelves  into  the  Sea ; fo 
it  we  were  oblig’d  to  take  a Refb- 
ion  to  return  the  fame  way  that 

t came.  . , 

Before  our  Departure,  having  ob- 
v’d,  that  the  Tree  on  which  M. 

U Salle  had  caus’d  a Crofs,  with  the 
ngs  Arms  to  be  fet  up,  was  ready 
be  thrown  down  by  the  boiftroui- 
rs  of  the  Winds  and  Waves,  we  got 
a little  higher,  where  having  E- 
±ed  a large  Pillar,  we  Ext  a Crofs 
on  it,  and  underneath  the  Arms  of 
ance.  We  lodg’d  that  Night  in  the 
ne  place,  but  the  next  Morning 
ing  Eafrer  Monday,  J.  D.  16 85, 
e fet  forward  on  our  Journey,  tra- 
iling by  Land  along  the  Banks  of 
e River  Miffilfifi- 

!On  the  Sixth  day  being  arriv’d  in 
e Country  of  the  QwtpiJJas^  tnen  re„ 
bmmander  in  Chief  came  to  meet  cpnaied 
, and  having  offer’d  us  the  Calumet , 
igg’d  pardon  lor  their  ill  uiage  of 
, during  our  laft  Voyage  ; entreat- 
g us  that  we  would  vouchfafe  to 
imit  ’em  into  the  number  of  our  Al- 
*s.  However  we  anfwer’d  their 
bmiflive  Addreffes  very  magifferial- 
, and  having  refrefh’d  our  (elves  a 

little 
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little  among  ’em,  we  pnrfu’d  o 
Journey.  Four  Leagues  above,  \ 
* difcoyer*d  in  the  Country  a certa 
Pupfe.  Nation,  that  had  elcap’d  from 
at  our  firft  Defcent,  I mean  that 
the  Ouma\  who  are  the  moft  valia 
of  all  the  Savages ; altho’  it  be  tr 
indeed,  that  as  loon  as  they  law 
and  our  Arms,  they  were  ftruck  wi 
a kind  of  Aftonifhment,  accompan 
ed  with  a panick  Fear,  that  qui 
curb’d  their  fiercenels,  and  oblig1 
them  to  promile  an  entire  Obedien< 
to  our  Injun&ions : They  offer 
us  lome  new  Refrefhments,  an 
to  ferve  us  to  the  utmoft  of  the 
Power*  thole  Territories  we  ot 
ea  " lerv’d  an  extraordinary  rare  Anima 
that  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a Wo 
and  a Lion  ; as  having  the  Head  an 
fize  of  a large  Wolf,  but  the  Tail  an 
Claws  of  a Lion : He  devours  a! 
lorts  of  Bealls,  yet  never  lets  upo 
Men : He  lometimes  carries  his  Pre 
on  his  Back,  eats  part  of  it,  and  kide 
the  reft  under  the  Leaves  of  Trees 
but  the  other  Animals  have  lo  grea 
an  Antipathy  again!!  this  Beaft,whicl 
is  call’d  Michibichi , that  they 
touch  what  he  leaves. 
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After  the  Oumas  we  met  with  the 
AHceas.  Indeed  all  thefe  Countries  - 
•lopleafant,  and  fo  extremely  en- 
h’d  with  the  Productions  of  Nature, 
it  we  could  not  fufficiently  admire 
i : The  Trees  in  the  Woods,  which 
: of  an  extraordinary  heigth,  teem’d 
be  artificially  planted  in  Rows : The 
il  brings  forth  good  Grain,  with 
?at  variety  of  Fruit-Trees,  and  the 
:lds  are  every  where  ftor’d  with  all 
ts  of  Game,  both  for  Hawk  and 
mnd;  but  there  is  alfb  abundance  of 
ge  wild  Cats,  which  devour  every 
ng  that  they  can  find.  Our  French 
en  charm’d  with  the  Beauty  of  this 
imate,  defir’d  leave  of  me  to  fettle 
:re ; and  foraftnuch  as  our  Intention 
«s  to  civilize  the  Savages,  and  to 
»der  ’em  (ociable  by  our  Convertaci- 
, I readily  contented  to  their  Re- 
eft.  Whereupon  I made  theDraught 
a Houle  for  my  felf  among  the  Akan- 
s,  and  left  1 en  French  Men  of  my 
:tinue  with  Four  Savages,  to  carry 
the  Building  of  it;  granting  ’em  a 
cenfe  to  lodge  there  themlelves,  and 
cultivate  as  much  Land  as  they  could 
ab  up,  and  clear  of  Trees:  Inlomuch, 
it  this  fmall  Colony  was  in  Procels 
K of 
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of  Time  fb  extremely  increase  ai 
improv’d,  that  it  ferves  as  a Place 
Rendez-vous  to  the  French,  who  tra\ 
into  thole  Parts. 

From  thence  I continu’d  my  Couj 
along  the  River  of  the  Ijlinois,  and 
ter  Three  Days  Journey  arriv’d 
St.  Lewis's  Fort,  on  the  Feftival  of 
John,  being  lefs  tir’d  with  the  Fatigi 
of  my  Travels,  than  perplexed  abq 
the  Uncertainty  of  M.  De  La  Salle's  I 
ftiny.  Forafmuch  as  I had  not  as  y 
paid  my  Refpefts  to  our  new  Govl 
nour ; after  having  pals’d  Ibme  Da 
in  refrelhing  my  (elf,  Heft  the  IJli»i 
in  the  end  of  the  Month  of  Jane,  at 
arriv’d  at  Montreal,  July  15.  Then 
went  forthwith  to  lalutc  the  Govt 
w*\dde’  nour,  and  receiv’d  Orders  from  him 
gainj}  The  the  War  againft  the  Iroquois 
Iroquois,  be  declar’d  amongft  our  Allies,  and 
fummon  ’em  to  appear  at  St.  Lewi 
Fort,  to  carry  on  fuch  an  Expedition 
Having  receiv’d  this  Commiffion,j 
loon  took  leave  of  Monlieur  D'  Eni n 
ville,  and  arriv’d  in  the  Country  of  t| 
Ijlinois,  Septemb.^.  from  whence  I fpe< 
dily  difpatch’d  divers  Couriers  from  a 
Parts,  to  give  notice  to  the  Neighbor 
ing  Nations  of  our  Defign,  and  to  el 
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rt  ’em  to  appear  betimes  at  the  place 
Rendez  vous.  Whereupon  ail  the 
ople  met  together  in  the  end  of  the 
onth  of  March , A.  D.  1 686.  as  well 
nois,  as  Chianous  and  Niam s.  The 
lole  Multitude  confided  of  about 

0 Men ; to  whom  I joyn’d  60  French 
en  of  my  Company,  leaving  40  in 
; Fort  under  the  Command  of  M. 

Bellefontaim.  This  Imall  Army 
tamp’d  within  a quarter  of  a League 
the  Village  ; where  having  caufed 
whole  Body  to  Hand  to  their  Arms, 
eclar’d  to  ’em  the  Kings  Pleafure, 

1 the  Governour’s  Orders  ; exhort- 
’em  to  fignalize  their  Valour,  and 

exert  their  utmoft  Force,  to  rep  refs 
Infolence  of  the  Iroquois,  our  com* 
n Enemies. 

Phis  Speech  was  follow’d  with  the 
era!  Acclamations  of  all  the  People  ; 
ereupon  I immediately  put  my  feif 
jbe  Head  of ’em,  and  began  to  march 
he  Cana!  that  joyns  the  two  Lakes 
the  Suvrons  and  the  (Jlinois.  In 
• Place  (lands  a Fort  that  bears  the 
me  of  St.  Jofeph , and  which  lerves 
fefend  thofe  fmall  Seas.  Monfttur 
la  Dar onlay  was  the  Commander 
to  whom  I Tent  one  o(  guz  French- 
K 2,  Men 
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Men  to  give  him  notice  of  our  Ar 
val.  Upon  which  Information  he  ii 
mediately  commanded  his  Lieutem 
to  meet  me  with  3c Men,  and  then* 
day  he  himfelf  led  up  the  like  nu 
her.  Then  we  encamped  on  the  Bat 
of  that  Streight,  and  Provifions  w* 
brought  to  us  thither  from  all  Pai 
Two  Days  after  M.  de  la  Foret,  Govi 
nourof  the  Fort  of  Frontenac,  and  M 
Lude , Commander  of  that  of  the  M 
mis,  each  at  the  Head  of  his  Compa 
march’d  to  joyn  our  Army.  All  1 
Forces  being  thus  alfembled,  we  h 
a Council  of  War,  to  confult  wl 
Meafiires  ought  to  be  taken,  and 
was  determin’d,  to  divide  the  Army 
to  two  Bodies,  one  of  which  fhould 
commanded  by  the  Sieurs  de  la  Dar 
toy,  and  de  Lude , to  fecure  the  Avem 
of  MiffHimachifuc , and  to  defend  1 
Coafts  of  the  Lake  Eerie , as  far  as  A 
gar  a ; where  we  defign’d  to  erefl 
Fort,  which  was  already  begun  to 
built,  to  curb  the  Iroquois , who  alws 
made  fome  Oppofition  on  that  fit 
And  that  M.  de  la  Foret  and  my  1 
fhould  be  Commanders  of  the  otl 
Body,  to  invade  the  Enemies  Count 
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IThe  management  of  Affairs  being 
LIS  difpos’d  of,  Af.  de  la  Durontay 
arch’d  along  the  Coafts  of  Mijfili- 
ichinac,  and  met  with  a considerable 
irty  of  the  Enemies,  compos’d  of  a- 
ve  5C0  Men,  as  well  Englijh  as  Iro- 
ns, (here  it  may  be  obferv’d  by  the 
ly,  that  thole  two  Nations  main- 
n a ftri£t  mutual  Amity,  when  en=  The  En- 
Ig’d  together  againft  the  French  ) 
d attack’d  ’em  fo  vigorously,  that 
Dve  half  of  ’em  were  kill’d  on  the  **d  to 
)t ; fbme  Prifoners  were  taken ; and 
t reft  were  put  to  flight.  Freneh. 

On  our  fide,  at  the  diftance  of  20 
agues  from  Niagara,  we  found  Means 
meet  with  a numerous  Party  of 
•glijb,  Iroquois,  and  Ouahaches , who 
der  the  Condufl:  of  Major  Gregory , 
sre  conveying  a great  quantity  of 
iandy,  Proviftons,  Ammunition,  and 
ierchandizes,  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
b Iroquois.  We  fell  upon  ’em;  and 
:er  having  kill’d  the  greateft  part  of 
b Iroquois , and  of  the  other  Savages, 

? Seiz'd  on  their  Baggages  and  Mer- 
andizes,  took  a great  number  of 
tves,  and  carry’d  away  above  2$ 
glijh  Men  Prifoners.  After  this 
tall  Viftory  we  continued  our  March 
K 3 to 
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to  Niagara^  where  we  compleated  th 
Building  of  the  Fort  in  fight  of  th 
Iroquois , and  even  at  the  very  Foote 
their  Habitations, 

The  profperous  Succefs  of  our  Arm 
in  the  beginning  oblig’d  us  to  fend 
Mefienger  to  the  Governour,  to  giv 
him  ah  Account  of  every  thing  that  hai 
pafs  d,  and  M.  de  U For er,w ho  was  vef 
defirous  to  accept  of  this  Comm  HE 
on,  fet  forward  with  all  poffible  fpeed 
M.  D'  Enonvilk  receiv’d  the  Informati 
on  with  a great  deal  of  Satisfaction 
caus’d  it  to  be  communicated  to  th 
whole  Continent  of  Canada , and  fen 
us  frefh  Supplies  of  Hurons , Plononteau 
and  Quatoua's ; who  came  to  meet  u 
at  the  Rife  of  the  Cataract,  with  I 
Bark  very  well  mann’d. 

Thus  being  re-enforc’d  with  the/i 
new  Recruits,  I march’d  further  int< 
the  Territories  of  the  Enemies  5 but  w< 
entertain’d  in  our  Camp  a certain  Iro> 
amis,  who  feigning  to  be  difgufted  a>! 
the  Proceedings  of  his  own  Nation 
feem’d  to  be  extremely  well  affe&ed  tc 
ours ; neverthelels  this  treacherous  Re< 
negado  took  an  Opportunity  to  abandon 
Usto  return  to  the  Enemies  Army, and  gave 
em  notice  of  our  March,  as  alfo  of  the 

Marks 
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irks  of  our  Savages,  fo  as  they  might 
certainly  difcover’d.  Thus  as  we 
fre  continually  advancing  forward, 
arriv’d  on  the  other  fide  of  a Mo- 
l's, at  the  diftance  of  Three  Leagues 
m the  Camp  of  the  Iroquois  } where 
ne  of  ’em  lay  in  Ambufh,  expeft- 
5 our  Approach,  and  kill’d  Seven  of 
r Men,  among  whom  was  my 
fo-Lieutenant  : However  we  foon 
tly’d,  repuls’d  ’em  vigoroufly,  and 
er  having  cut  off  above  Thirty  of 
sir  Party,  purfu’d  ’em  to  the  Woods; 
it  not  being  able  to  come  up  with 
n,  and  not  judging  it  fafe  to  ad» 
nee  any  further,  left  we  fliould  fall 
to  another  Ambulcade,  we  contented 
ir  felves  to  plunder  their  Villages, 
here  we  put  to  the  Edgeof  the  Sword 
ery  one  whom  we  met  in  our 
ay. 

We  encamped  for  fbme  Days  in  that 
lace,  and  the  Army  under  the  Com- 
iand  of  M.  de  Lude  and  M.  de  la  Du- 
ntay  came  to  joyn  ours.  The  next 
iy  after  their  Arrival  we  did  not  ftay 
moment,  e’re  we  took  a Refolution 
i force  the  Enemies  Camp}  who 
jing  inform'd  of  our  Defign,  by  their 
oies,  did  not  think  fit  to  wait  for  our 
K 4 Ap- 
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Approach,  but  decamp’d  with  grea 
Precipitation.  We  found  in  thei 
Camp  fbme  Remainders  of  Indian  Cori 
and  other  Provifions,  which  we  mad 
ufe  of  to  our  Advantage,  and  we  fper 
the  Night  in  their  Tents,  or  rathe 
Huts;  the Seafbn  being  already  very  fa 
advanc’d.  The  next  Morning  we  fer 
back  all  our  Allies  to  their  feveralTei 
ritories,  with  Orders  to  meet  togethe 
again  upon  the  firft  Summons  ; whil 
the  Sieurs  de  la  Lude  and  de  la  DuronU 
repair’d  to  their  Refpe&ive  Stations. 

As  I was  marching  to  mine,  I me 
with  certain  Hurons , who  gave  me  t 
underftand,  that  I was  ready  to  be  fur 
rounded  with  the  whole  Army  of  th 
Iroquois.  There  was  no  longer  an] 
Means  to  have  recourfe  to  M.  de  Ludt 
and  de  la  Durontayy  who  were  alread] 
embark’d  in  Canoos  on  the  Lakes 
tnfomuch,  that  I was  oblig’d  to  cauli 
my  fmall  Band  of  Men  to  halt,  ant 
inftantly  to  difpatch  a Courier  to  Nk 
gar  a to  demand  fpeedy  Succours  of  thi 
Commander  of  the  new  Fort.  It  hap 
pen’d  accidentally,  that  M.  de  la  Val 
romey  the  Gcvernour  of  it,  fuppofing 
us  to  be  engag’d  with  the  Iroquois , wa: 
leading  up  Fifty  Fufileers  to  our  Relief, 
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id  in  the  mean  while  the  Meffenger 
horn  I Tent,  having  met  with  him, 
form’d  him  of  our  prefent  Biftrefs, 
hich  caus’d  him  to  haften  his  March : 
is  Arrival  infpir’d  us  with  new  Ccu- 
ge,  fo  that  the  Enemies  appearing, 

■e  fet  our  (mail  Army  in  Battel-array; 
it  when  we  had  advanced  towards 
m within  Musket-fhot,  they  had 
3t  the  Courage  to  ftay  for  our  com- 
ig  up,  but  fuddenly  turn’d  their  Backs 
pon  us:  Whereupon  we  purfued  ’em 
)r  fome  time,  till  about  ioo  of  them 
erifli'd  on  the  fpot,  and  the  reft  found 
4eans  to  elcape  into  the  Woods.  Then 
immediately  caus’d  a Retreat  to  be 
aunded ; and  having  convoy’d  M.  de 
rxlrom"e  on  part  of  his  way,  I judg'd 
: expedient  to  take  up  our  Winter- 
quarters  at  MiffiUmachimiC)  and  to  re- 
ide  there  till  the  next  Campaign,  in 
afe  the  War  Ihould  continue. 

The  Scene  of  Affairs  began  now  to  be  J.;r0a 
:hang’d  ; for  the  Iroquois  refign’d  to  us  fin'd  u 
iheir  Habitations  that  were  near  Niaga-fKbmie' 
a ; made  a Prefent  of  their  beft  Skins 
:o  the  Governour;  and  engag’d  that  for 
:he  future  they  ihould  not  difturb  the 
Iranquillity  of  the  Nations  that  were 
inder  our  Protection,  and  who  were 


M.  De  La  Salle . 

our  Allies.  A Treaty  of  Peace  being 
thus  concluded,  I fet  forward  in  my 
Journey  to  the  Country  of  the  JJlinois  in 
the  Month  of  April,  1687.  and  fhouid 
have  been  very  well  finished  with  the 
Succefs  of  the  Campaign,  if  I had  not 
been  continually  troubled,  by  reafon 
of  M.  De  la  Salle’s  long  Abfence,  not 
knowing  what  might  have  befallen  him 
For  he  let  out  from  America,  A. D.1683. 
and  we  did  lo  in  1 687.  fo  that  Four 
Years  werealmoft  paft,  without  having 
any  other  News  of  him,  than  that  of 
his  re-embarking,  or  his  Departure  from 
Rachel  for  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  but 
without  getting  the  leaft  Information 
concerning  his  Return.  Indeed  I knew 
not  what  to  think.  Did  he  not  perifb 
(Paid  I to  my  felf)  by  Shipwreck,  of  rai 
ther  did  he  not  land  on  fome  Coaft,  inha- 
bited by  Barbarians } who  perhaps  might 
have  di/patch'd  hint  out  of  the  wap  ? Thus 
being  perplex’d  with  fuch  diffracting 
Thoughts,  I could  take  no  Reft,  nei- 
ther could  I Steer  any  certain  Courfe, 
but  filtering  my  felf  to  be  conducted  by 
my  Attendants,  rather  than  leading 
’em  my  felf,  I arriv’d  at  St.  leer’s  Fort 
m the  end  of  the  Month  of  Map. 
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As  foon  as  I enter’d  my  Houfe,  I 
as  extremely  furpriz’d,  there  to  meet 
ith  M.  Cavelier , M.  De  La  Sal/e'soMVti 
rother,  and  indeed,  I did  not  difcern 
hisCountenance  that  free  and  fpright- 
Air, which  ufually  appears  at  the  firft 
[eeting  of  twoFriends, after  a long  In- 
rval  of  Separation  : However, the  firft 
ranfports  of  my  Joy,  not  permitting 
e to  make  long  Reflexions,  I incon- 
lently  embrac'd  him,  and  at  the 
me  time  enquir’d  of  him  about  his 
■other’s  Welfare.  Upon  this  Addrels, 

: appear’d  to  be  altogether  put  to  a 
and  3 To  that  a lad  Look  up  to  Hea- 
rn, a deep  Sigh,  and  a certain  Effort, 
hich  he  feem’d  to  make  within  him* 

If,  were  taken  by  me  as  lo  many  ill 
mens ; I earneftly  entreated  him  to 
jnceal  nothing  from  me,  and  after  he 
ad  recover’d  hitnielf  a little,  he  told 
e very  pofitively,  ‘ That  M.de  la  Salle 
his  Brother  was  in  perfeX  Health; 
but  that  the  ill  Succefs  of  his  Naviga- 
tion had  fo  faf  pull’d  down  his  Spirits, 
that  he  had  fcarce  Courage  to  conti- 
nue his  Courfe;  that  in  returning  by 
'mall  Voyages,  he  took  delight  in 
rading  with  the  different  Nations, 
whom  he  met  with  3 and  that  ba- 

‘ ving 
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* ving  charg’d  him  to  go  before,  tc 

* give  me  notice  of  his  Arrival,  he  de 

* terming  ftill  to  refide  among  the/V* 

* ches  and  Akanceas  for  feme  time,  tc 
‘ purchafe  certain  Merchandizes  of  bocjh 

* thole  Nations. 

The  Affurance,  with  which  he 
fpoke  to  me,  joyn’d  with  a Shew  ol 
downright  Integrity,  which  was  na- 
tural to  him,  be  (ides  the  Deference  due 
to  a Perfon  of  his  Chara&er ; for  he 
was  a Pried:,  would  not  differ  me  in 
the  lead;  to  call  in  Qiiedion  the  vera- 
city of  his  Relation,  and  lerv’d  a lit- 
tle to  encourage  me  againd  my  lad 
Prefages.  Therefore  I entreated  him 
to  give  me  an  Account  of  his  Voyage, 
and  to  let  me  know  when  they  re-em- 
bark’d,  and.  at  what  time  they  landed.] 
Since  then  I gave  him  a great  deal  or 
Scope,  to  deliver  his  Mind  ingenuoufly, 
and  without  Conftraint,  he  began  to 
relate  the  particular  Circumdances 
with  lo  much  the  more  Freedom. 

He  told  me  at  fird,  ‘ That  the  whole 
8 Court  of  France,  being  charm’d  with 
‘ the  great  Dilcoveries  made  by  M.  de' 

4 /<*  Salle,  the  King  made  no  Icruple  at 
■ all  to  grant  him  the  Supplies  he  de- 

5 fir’d  5 not  to  mention  the  Titles  of 

■ Hp- 
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Honour,  that  procur’d  him  greater 
Authority  in  his  new  Plantations: 

That  they  fet  out  from  France,  July 
24.  A.D  1684.  with  four  Veflels, 
very  well  provided  of  all  thiogs  ne- 
ceffary,  and  above  2CoMen,  as  well 
Soldiers  as  Artificers  of  all  forts  of 
Trades,  and  that  neverthelels  by  a 
Complication  of  Misfortunes,  their 
whole  Fleet  was  reduc’d  to  a few 
Boats,  and  that  great  number  of  Per- 
fons,  to  Seven  or  Eight  French  Men, 
who  ferv’d  as  a Convoy  to  his  Bro- 
ther during  his  Return. 

Forafmuch  as  thele  Remarkable 
Ioffes  afforded  Matter  of  Wonder,  I 
ould  not  choofe  but  be  very  defirous 

0 be  inform’d  of  all  the  Particulars 
jf  their  Adventures:  Whereupon  M. 
Cavelier  reluming  his  former  Nam- 
ive  from  the  beginning  of  their  Navi- 
gation, told  me,  * That  after  a Calm 

which  continued  for  fome  Days,  in 

1 the  Latitude  of  St.  Domingo,  they 
were  fuddenly  furpriz’d  with  a vio- 
lent Storm  3 infomuch,  that  one  of 
their  Ships,  laden  with  Merchandizes, 
to  the  value  ofaboveThirty  Thouland 
Livres,  was  hurry’d  away  with  a 
furious  Blaftof  Wind,  and  afterwards 

c taken 
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\Pmques.t  taken  |jy  certain  Spanifb  f Rover 
4 That  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  caft  Anchc 
* before  the  lame  Illand,  where  the 
4 were  loon  refitted,  and  fupply’d  wit 
4 frefh  Provifions,  which  with  the  Me! 
4 chandizes  there  bought,  ferv’d  for  th 
4 Cargo  of  thele  Velfels,  but  that  th 
4 greateft  part  of  the  Mariners,  by  li 
4 viug  lomewhat  too  licentioufiy,  con 
4 traced  very  dangerous  Difeales. 

4 That  they  cr  uis’d  about  from  thenci 
4 towards  the  Illands  of  Caimant,  anc 
4 took  in  frefti  Water  on  that  of  Cuba 
4 where,  having  found  many  Tuns  o' 
4 Canary,  good  Brandy,  Sugar,  and 
4 Indian  Corn  left  unguarded,  thej 
4 leiz’d  on  the  whole  Cargo,  and  got 
4 fueh  Reprilals  as  were  fufiieieirt  to 
4 make  ’em  amends  for  the  lofs  of  every 
‘ thing  that  the  Spaniards  had  takea 
4 from  them  before:  That  afterwards 
‘ being  fupply’d  with  all  manner  of 
4 Provifions,  they  let  Sail  again  ; and 
4 that  having  always  had  a favourable 
4 Gale  of  Wind,  they  would  have  en- 
4 ter’d  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  5 but  that 
4 perceiving  the  Currents  to  be  very 
4 rapid,  and  the  Shelves  to  be  nunae- 
4 rous,  they  were  oblig’d  to  ftaad  off 
‘ from  the  Shear,  which  hinder’d  M. 

4 de 
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de  la  Salle  from  lighting  on  the  exa& 
degree  of  Latitude,  for  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  MijftJJtpi  ; infomucb,  that 
to  avoid  the  expofing  of  the  Men  to 
greater  Dangers,  he  order'd  ’em  to 
land  at  the  Bay  of  Spirits  Santo,  50 
Leagues  below  the  River  they  fought 
for : But  two  Days  after,  hoping  to 
difcover  it,  they  got  on  Board  their 
Ships  again,  and  always  taking  care 
to  fleer  into  the  Main,  to  fhun  the 
Rocks  and  Shelves,  they  at  laft  ar- 
riv’d a great  deal  higher  in  a Bay, 
afterwards  known  by  the  name  of 
St.  Lewis.  This  Bay  is  of  a very  con- 
venient Depth  for  a Harbours  but 
tis  dangerous  landing  there,  as  well 
by  reafon  of  the  Shelves  qf  Sand  that 
encompals  it  5 as  for  the  Rocks  with 
which  *tis  befet  on  all  fides. 

* Indeed  the  miffing  of  the  Entrance 
of  the  River  (continued  he)  would 
have  been  no  great  Detriment  to  us ; 
for  after  having  once  arriv’d  fo  near  its 
Mouth,  it  would  have  been  difficult 
to  delay  it,  at  leaft  by  Land  ; after- 
wards to  convey  our  Ships  thither; 
to  form  a kind  of  Harbour,  to  pre- 
vent Miftakes  for  the  future  ; and  e- 
ven  to  build  a regular  Port  5 but  ill 

‘ Luck 
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‘ Luck  would  have  it,  that^after ~M,  t 
4 Beaujeuy  who  commanded  one  of  tli 

* three  Veffels,  was  come  on  Board  ot 
‘Ship;  the  two  others  were  loft,  i 
4 well  by  the  ill  Management  of  th 
‘ Pilot,  as  by  the  Carelefnels  of  th 

* Mariners;  for  the  ftrft  ran  upon 
4 Ihelf  of  Sand  in  the  Mouth  of  th 
4 Bay,  from  whence  it  was  impoffibl 
4 to  get  her  off,  notwithstanding  on 
4 utjHtoft  Endeavours ; altho’  indee 
4 We  were  lb  fortunate  as  to  lave  th 
‘ Men,  and  thebeftofour  Effe&s.  Th 
4 other  Ship  was  dafh’d  in  pieces  s 

* gainft  a Rock,  even  in  the  very  Hai 
‘ bour,  with  the  fofs  of  the  moft  par 
4 of  the  Mariners;  but  we  had  luc 
4 kily  unloaded  it  of  all  our  Prc 

* vifions  and  Merchandizes  : Befides 
4 that  the  greateft  part  of  our  Compa 

* ny  and  Goods  were  let  afhoar  by  M 
4 de  Beaujen , who  after  having  been  ; 
‘ Witnels  of  our  Misfortunes,  let  Sai 
4 to  return  for  France. 

M.  Cavelier  having  thus  related  th 
Difafters  that  befel  their  Fleet,  pro 
ceeded  to  give  the  following  Narratioi 
of  the  other  Adventures  and  Occurren 
ces  that  happen’d  during  their  Voyage 
‘To  reckon  Cfaid  be')  from  July  34 

A.  D 
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A.  D.  1684.  the  Day  of  our  Depar- 
ture from  Rachel,  to  Feb.  1 8.  in  the 
nextYear  1685.  when  we  difimbark’d 
it  St.  Lewis's  Bay, about  Seven  Months 
were  pafs’d ; at  what  time  my  Brother 
having  gather'd  together  the  Frag- 
ments of  our  Veflels,  and  after  ha- 
ving difcover’d  the  advantageous  Si- 
tuation of  the  Country  at  the  Mouth  of 
1 very  line  River,  call’d  the  River  of  Tie  River 
Cows , in  the  midft  of  many  others  °fCom- 
:hat  fall  into  the  fame  Bay,  with 
1 great  number  of  populous  Nations, 
md  the  delightful  Profpe&s  caus'd  by 
:heenamell’d  Verdure  of  cheLands,the 
Abundance  of  Fruit,  and  the  nume- 
•ous  Herds  of  Cattle,  was  foon  in- 
Juc’d  to  caufe  a fine  Seat  to  be  built 
or  himfelf  in  thofe  Parts  5 having  at 
iirft  made  the  Draught  of  a Fort,  and 
Jelineated  the  Compafs  of  it  4 giving 
Orders  at  the  fame  time  for  putting 
us  Defign  in  Execution : And  indeed, 
he  necelfity  of  building  fr  ae  A part- 
ners for  Lodging,  and  the  conveni- 
:ocy  of  procuring  Timber  and  Mor- 
er  contributed  fo  far  to  the  carrying 
in  of  the  Work,  that  it  was  enrire- 
y compleated  within  the  fpace  of 
r wo  Months. 
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4 la  the  mean  while,  M.  de  la  Salle 
growing  more  impatient  than  ever 
to  recover  the  River  of  Miffiffiph  made 
Incurfions  on  all  Tides  to  defcry  it. 
Foralmuch  as  that  whole  Country 
is  divided  by  a great  number  of  Ri- 
vers that  empty  themfelves  at  divers 
Intervals  into  the  Bay  .;  he  fometimes 
travell’d  by  Land,  and  fometimes  in  a 
4Canoo,  accompanied  with  Ten  or 
4 Twelve  French  Men,  arm’d  with  good 
* Fufees:  At  every  one  of  thofe  Di- 
4 fiances  he  met  with  feveral  Habita- 
4 tions  pfthe  Savages,  and  every  where 
4 abundance  of  all  forts  of  neceffaryPro- 
4 vifions,  even  fb  much  as  tame  Fowl. 

< At  Iaft  after  Fifteen  Days  fearch 
4 he  met  with  a fpacious  River,  and: 
4 follow’d  the  Courfe  of  it  for  Seven 
4 Right  Leagues  to  the  Place,  where  it 
4 rolls  into  the  Sea,  and  perceiv’d  it  to 
4 be  really  that  which  he  had  fo  long 
4 fought  for,  and  the  Mouth  of  which 
4 he  was  not  able  to  difeover  : There* 
4 fore  he  took  an  Obfervation  of  its  La* 
4 titude  again,  that  he  might  not  mils  it, 
4 in  cafe  he (hould  have  occahon  to  pafs 
4 thro’  theGulpli  at  any  other  time.Thus 
4 being  well  fatisfi’ed  with  thisDifcove- 
4 ry,  and  yet  more  delighted  with  tfu 
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* Fruitfulneft  of  the  adjacent  Territo- 
:ries,  he  return’d  to  his  new  Colony  j 
but  as  an  addition  to  his  former  Mis- 
fortunes, he  loon  found  that  lome  of 
his  Men  died,  quite  Worn,  out  with 
thole  lingering  Difeafes,  which  they 
bad  com  ratted  at  St.  Domingo,  and 
that  above  Forty  of  them  were  affalfi- 
nated  by  the  Savages.  He  was  ex- 
tremely affli&ed  at  lb  great  a lols ; 
but  having  fortify’d  hrmfelf  againft 
immoderate  Grief,  he  fummon’d  thole 
that  were  left  (the  number  of  whom 
did  not  amount  to  100  ) encourag’d 
’em,  and  exhorted  ’em  to  take  care 
that  by  the  Means  of  their  Labour, mu- 
tual Concord,  Induftry  and  good  Cer- 
refpondeace  with  the  Barbarians,  they 
■night  make  Advantage  of  the  Riches 
f hat  Nature  afforded  ’em,  in  great 
bundance. 

4 Since  the  newly  dilcover’d  Coun- 
ties appear’d  to  M.  de  la  Salle , to  be 
lb  many  conquer’d  Provinces ; and  in 
egard  that  ail  the  Loffes  he  might 
uftain  feem’d  to  him  to  be  of  noac- 
:ount,  in  comparifon  of  pne  Nation, 
hat  was  voluntarily  fubdp’d  ; heen- 
leavourd  to  comfort  himfelf  with 
he  Hopes  of  better  Succels  in  theUn- 
L 2 dertaking 
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dertaking  of  fome  other  Voyages,  and 
thus  having  taken  a new  Refolution, 
he  determin’d  to  difcover  thofe  vaft 
Territories  which  are  fituated  between 
the  River  Miffiffipi,  and  theGulphof 
Mexico^ to  the  South-eaft.  On  the  22 d. 
Day  of  April,  i6S<;.  he  fetout  from  St. 
Lewis's  Bay  for  this  fnew  Voyage,  tak- 
ing along  with  him  only  Twenty 
Perfbns,  among  whom  were  our  two 
Nephews,  Cavelier  and  De  Moranget , 
a Father  of  the  Order  of  Recolet  and 
my  felf.  Our  whole  Equipage  con- 
lifted  only  in  two  Canoos,  and  as 
many  Sledges  to  carry  our  Provifions 
4 and  Merchandizes. 

4 On  the  firft  Day  we  pals’d  above  20 
‘ Rivers,  the  Territories  lying  round 
4 about  which,  appear’d  to  us  to  be  ad 
*■  it  were  an  inchanted  Country,  and 
4 converted  with  a very  obliging  fort  of 
4 People,  who  deny’d  us  nothing.  ’Tis 
4 alio  remarkable  that  in  thofe  Parts  a- 
4 mong  the  horned  Beafts,  in  the  Mea- 
4 dows  we  faw  a great  number  ofHor* 
4 tes;  but  fb  wild,  .that  one  cannot 
4 come  near  ’em. 

4 On.the  tecfond  Day,  we  began  to  get 
4 our  living  by  hunting ; we  kill’d  a 
4 Roe-Buck, and  lay  that  Night, in  the  o- 
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* pen  Fields,  in  the  middle  of  a final! 

4 Retrenchment : Ever  fince  that  time 
4 we  made  an  Agreement  to  ule  the 
4 like  Precaution  in  every  Place,  where 
4 we  Ihould  have  occafion  to  take  up 
4 our  Lodging. 

4 On  the  third  Day,  about  Noon,  we  Ue  Meet. 
4 met  with  Four  Booted  Horfe-men,  ins  °fj°ur 
4 who  accofted  us  in  a very  refpe&ful  Hwfemen. 

4 manner,  asking  us  who  we  were,  and 
4 where  we  were  going  ? We  declar’d 
4 to  ’em,  that  we  were  french  Men, 

4 and  we  were  only  Travelling  through 
4 thole  Countries,  with  aDefign  todif- 
4 cover  the  leveral  Nations  of  America , 

4 and  to  offer  ’em  the  Prote&ion  of  the 
£ King  of  the  French , one  of  the  greateft 
4 Monarchs  in  the  Univerfe : And  that 
4 if  they  were  willing  to  fubmit  to  his 
4 Power,  they  Ihould  loon  be  fenfible 
4 of  theEffe&s  of  •‘his  Favour,  by  the 
4 means  of  his  numerous  Fleet:  They 
4 on  the  other  fide  immediately  entreat- 
4 ed  us  to  accept  of  a Lodging  in  their 
4 Cottages,  and  to  accompany  'em  to 
4 their  Village  : We  readily  contented 
4 to  their  Requeft,  and  were  very 
4 kindly  entertain’d  by  them. 
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Quoaquis  This  was  the  Nation  of  the  fhwaquit 
eft  he's  a*  ‘ or  Mahis  : The  Men  are  of  a very 
wges.  1 - fwarthy  Complexion,  neither  are  the 

< Women  more  fair  j they  have  very 
4 fine  black  Hair ; their  Eyes  being 
4 alio  black,  their  Face  and  Nole  flat, 
4 anti  their  Teeth  very  white:  Other- 
4 wife,  their  Carriage  is  free  and  unaf- 
4 fc£fed.  The  Men  in  thole  Parts  are 
4 eloath’d  with  Corflets  of  double  Lea- 
4 ther,  which  are  Arrow-proof;  wear- 
4 ing  from  the  Wafte  to  the  Knees  a 
* kind  of  Pantaloon  Breeches,  made  ©f 
f the  Skin  of  a Bear,  Stag,  or  Wolf, 
f and  their  Head  is  coher’d  with  a fort 
4 pf  Turban  of  the  fipae  Skins:  They 
4 havealfo  Boots  or  Buskins  of  the  Skins 
4 of  an  Ox,  Elk  or  Hprle,  very  ayfifi- 
4 cially  drefs’d.  For  the  Hpr-fe-Furnt- 
‘ ture,  befides  their  Corflets,  Buskins 
4 and  Bucklers,  cover’d  with  the  hard- 
4 eft  Skins;  they  have  Saddles  made  of 
4 many  pieces  of  Leather,  fitted  and 
4 glu’d  one  upon  another  ; as  alio 
‘ Wooden  Stirrups  \ Bridies  like  ours, 
4 and  Bits  made  of  the  Teeth  of  a Bear 
Then  Wo.-  or  Wolf  As  for  their  Women,  they 
men.  4 wear  inftead  of  a Bonnet  a Contexture 
£ of  Rufhes  or  Reeds,  of  divers  Colours, 
4 their  Hair  being  fometimes  braided, 

and 
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: and  fometimes  tied  in  Knots.*  Their 
1 Body  is  cover’d  with  a Veft  of  very 
‘ fine  Wool,  reaching  half  w-ay  down 
their  Thighs : They  are  (hod  almoft 
' after  the  fame  manner  as  the  Men, 

■ and  wear  Buskins  on  their  Legs. 

* We  only  lodg’d  with  ’emoneNight, 

4 but  always  flood  upon  our  Guard, 

4 watching  by  Turns  from  time  to  time. 

4 The  next  day,  the  chief  Commander 
4 came  to  meet  us  with  certain  Prefents, 

4 as/»^«Corn,and  to  aflureus^c.That 
4 they  fhould  be  always  very  willing  to 
‘keep  an  amicable  Correfpondence 
4 with  us,  and  to  live  under  the  Laws 
4 of  that  Prince,  whom  we  acknow- 
4 ledged  : On  the  other  fide  we  made 
4 ’em  a Prefent  of  fome  Knives,  with 
4 Glaffes,  and  other  Toys,  for  their 
4 Wives  * after  which  we  took  Leave 
4 of  ’em,  and  continu’d  our  Journey. 

4 About  Tvto  Leagues  from  thence 
4 we  found  our  {elves  on  the  Banks  of 
4 a very  fine  River,  which  we  call’d  Riber 
4 Riber  from  one  of  our  Retinue,  fo  <ver , why 
4 nam’d,  who  was  drown’d  therein. fill’d- 
4 There  were  numerous  Herds  biCibo- 
4 las,  feeding  along  the  fides  of  this 
4 River,  of  which  we  inftantly  kill’d 
1 three,  and  caus’d  ’em  to  be* faked, * bmamx. 

L 4 to 
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1 to  ferve  for  our  Provifion.  At  the 
‘ di  fiance  of  a League  from  the  fame 
* River  we  got  up  another,  that  is  more 
{ rapid,  and  on  which  we  impofed  the 
Kjeul ver  c name  of  Hiew,  from  that  of  a certain 
i German  of  our  Company,  who  con- 
tinued Three  Days  loft  thereabouts, 
‘ having  ventured  to  go  too  far  into 
4 the  Woods,  by  reafbn  of  the  great 
‘ Delight  he  took  in  hunting. 

Biicaton*  ‘ Thus  in  purfuing  our  Journey, 
Won  o/ll'S  f°metimes  in  the  Plains,  and  fome- 
TZagW times  acrofs  the  Torrents  and  Rivers 
fan amed  ( which  we  pafs’d  in  our  Canoos,  we 
vipers.  ( arriV(j  jB  the  midft  of  a very  extra- 
4 ordinary  Nation,  call’d  the  Bifca- 
4 totiges,  to  whom  we  gave  the 
4 Name  of  Weepers,  in  regard  that 
4 upon  the  firft  Approach  of  Strangers^ 
4 all  thefe  People,  as  well  Men  as  Wo* 
4 men,  ufually  fall  a weeping  bitterly  : 
4 The  reafon  of  their  practice  is  very 
4 particular  5 for  thefe  poor  People  i- 
4 magining  that  their  Relations  cr 
4 Friends  deceafed  are  gone  a Journey, 
4 and  continually  expefting their  returns 
4 the  remembrance  cf  'em  is  reviv’d 
4 upon  the  Arrival  of  new  Paffengers ; 
4 but  forafmuch  as  they  do  not  find 
• in  their  Perfons  thole  whole  Lofs 


M .De  La  Salle.  153 

they  lament,  it  ferves  only  to  encreafe 
their  Grief.  That  which  is  yet  more 
remarkable,  and  perhaps  even  very 
reafonable  in  that  Cuftom,  is,  that 
they  w eep  much  more  at  the  Birth 
of  their  Children,  than  at  their  Death  j 
becaufe  the  latter  is  efteem’d  only  by 
’em  as  it  were  a Journey  or  Voyage, 
from  whence  they  may  return  after 
the  Expiration  of  a certain  time  5 but 
they  look  upon  their  Nativity,  as  an 
Inlet  into  an  Ocean  of  Dangers  and 
Misfortunes.  Let  the  cale  be  how  it 
will,  this  firft  Torrent  of  Tears  be- 
ing once  over,  nothing  was  to  be  feen 
among  the  whole  Multitude  of  thefe 
People,  but  a ferene  Afpedl,  and  an 
engaging  Air,  full  of  Kindnels  and 
Refpea : They  condufted  us  into  their 
Huts  that  were  neatly  matted,  where 
they  offer’d  us  feme  powder’d  Beef  and 
Venifon,  with  fome  Sagavite,  their  Sj^, 
ordinary  Bread}  which  they  make  Bread- 
with  a certain  Root,  call’d  Toquo,  be- 
ing a kind  of  Bramble.  After  having 
: walh’d,  dry’d,  and  beaten  it  to  Pow- 

■ der,  they  make  it  up  into  a Pafte ; 

■ which  being  bak’d,  is  of  a very  good 
f tafte,  but  of  an  Aftringent  Quality, 
g We  added  to  their  Treat  a little  of  our 

f Brandy, 
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‘ Brandy,  and  gave  ’em  a Couple  < 
‘ Bottles  full  of  that  Liquor  : Whereuj 
‘ on  they  made  us  a Preferit  of  divei 
‘ Skins,  well  drels’d,  which  ferv’d  t 
‘ make  us  good  Shoes.  Thefe  Peop 
‘ worfhip  no  other  Deity  but  the  Sut 
‘ and  that  is  the  peculiar  God  of  almo 
‘ all  thole  Nations : Upon  which  oca 
‘ fion  we  told  ’em,  That  our  Pr  ince  wj 
‘ the  Sun  of  other  Kings  $ that  his  Luftt 
‘was  fpread  abroad  throughout  tfi 
‘ whole  Continent  of  Europe,  and  eve 
‘in divers  Parts  of  America:  That 
‘ they  would  fubmit  to  his  Author  itj 
‘ they  (hould  ere  long  be  lenfibje  <: 
‘ feme  of  the  Effefb  of  his  Grandeu 
‘ and  Generofity.  Whereupon  the’ 
( readily  fubmitted,  and  took  an  Oat 
4 to  maintain  a mutual  Friendfhip  wit 
4 us  for  ever. 

4 Having  fpent  two  Divs  among  tha 
4 weeping  Nation/  we  let  forward  a 
1 gain  in  our  Journey.  On  the  firl 
‘ Day  we  travell’d  Ten  large  Leagues 
4almoft  continually  in  the  Woods 
4 and  afterwards  we  arriv'd  wtthii 
4 fight  of  a great  Village,  in  the  en 
4 trance  of  which  we  efpy  a hugs 
4 Roe  Buck,  which  a C^ouanom  of  oui 
4 Retinue5  aim’d  af,  and  kill’d  with  one 

‘ Pule© 
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ufee-fbot.  The  Report  of  the  Gun,  £ FuU* 
nd  the  Flame  that  accompany ’d  it  frik%’a 
ppear’d  fo  dreadful  to  thofe  Inhabi-  Terror  into 
ants, that  at  the  very  fight  of  our  Com-  fthfgi 
>any  and  Arms,  they  were  alL  ex»  vages. 
remely  terrify’d,  and  betook  them- 
elves  to  flight.  The  chief  Comman- 
ler,  and  three  of  his  Sons,  having 
hew  cl  more  Refolution,  brought  ’em 
jut  of  their  Panick  Fear  , fo  that  they 
tdvanc’d  towards  us,  to  offer  us 
ome  Refrefhment  3 and  the  ule  of 
ome  of  their  Huts  for  our  Lodging, 
luring  the  Night.  But  my  Brother 
not  judging  it  convenient  to  truft’ern, 
we  took  up  our  Quarters  a little  fur- 
ther off,  according  to  our  ufual  Cu- 
liom.  It  was  well  for  us  that  we 
were  (b  cautious;  for  the  next  Morn- 
ing, at  break  of  day,  we  difcem’d  a 
great  number  of  that  Rabble,  lying 
in  Ambufh  among  the  Reeds,  and 
arm’d  with  Bows  and  Arrows.  M. 

De  la  Salle  immediately  caus’d  ’em  to 
be  rudely  attack’d,  and  oblig’d  ’em  to 
call  for  Quarter.  But  they  were  re- 
leafed  for  a certain  quantity  of  Indian 
Corn,  which  the  Son  of  their  Com- 
mander brought  to  us,  and  we  im- 
mediately took  a refolution  to  decamp. 
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* At  the  didance  of  fix  Leagues  frc 
4 thence  we  came  to  another  Viilai 
‘ confiding  of  above  300  Huts,  inhai 
‘The  Chi-  4 ted  by  the  Cbinonoas,  who  receiv’d 
‘ very  favourably.  All  thefe  Countr 
f dipn - are  fituated  almoft  on  the  Eafte 
;CoaftoftheStaof  fothat  , 

fnm  the  ^awards  frequently  make  Inrodes i 
"Spaniards,  4 to  them,  and  abufe  the  Natives  afi 
4 a mod  outragious  manner:  infomu 
4 rhat  thele  Savages  knew  how  to  c 
4 ftinguilh  us  from  them,  by  the  Air 
4 our  Countenance,  our  Language  ai 
4 Deportment j and  the  Antipathy  thi 
4 had  againd  all  thofe  of  that  Natio 

■ ferv’d  only  to  encreaft  their  Friendlh 
4 and  Kindnels  towards  us. 

4 We  loon  gave  ’em  to  underdan 
that  there  was  no  manner  of  Corf 
4 fpondence  between  the  Spaniards  at 
4 us,  and  that  they  were  our  declar 
" Enemies:  Whereupon  having  offer 
4 us  every  thing  that  was  in  their  Po 
*feffion,  they  entreated  us  to  unite  wit 
them,  in  order  to  maintain  a vigorot 
4 War  againd  the  Spam/b  Nation 
4 We  reply ’d,  That  we  were  not  at  pre 
ftnt  in  a condition  to  do  it,  but  tha 
“ we  would  fpeedily  return',  with  great 
y er  numbers  to  aflift ’em,  inlbmucfi 

■ c tha 
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lat  having  fpent  the  Night  vety 
eaceably  among  thole  People,  we 
eparted  the  next  day,  laden  with  a 
reat  deal  of  Indian  Corn,  and  very 


ine  Skins. 

‘ We  had  fcarce  march’d  a League  on 
he  Road,  when  a certain  Perfon  of 
jur  Company  found  himlelf  Rung 
y a Viper,  and  fuddenly  made  a hi-  ^ „ 
leous  Outcry  : Within  lels  fpace  than  viper, 
lalf  a quarter  of  an  Hour,  his  Body 
well’d  prodigioufly,  and  became  all 
jver  livid.  We  immediately  made 
large  InciGons  on  the  part  affe&ed, 
jathing  it  with  Brandy  and  Salt  of 
Vipers,  and  gave  him  fome  Orvkt»n\ 
o that  after  Two  Days  he  was  per- 


eftly  cur’d.  r 

‘Then  we  continu’d  our  Journey,^ 
md  after  T wo  Days  march  we  arriv  d * rapid 
)n  the  Banks  of  a very  rapid  River : Rlwr- 
It  was  requiGte  to  pafs  it,  and  we 
were  then  deftitute  of  Canoos  5 for 
chole  we  made  ule  of  before  were  lb 
leaky,  that  they  took  in  Water 
on  all  GdeSj  and  we  were  forc’d 
to  leave  ’em,  as  being  no  longer  fer- 
viceable  to  us.  Therefore  we  could 
find  no  other  Expedient,  but  to  make 
a * little  Boat  of  Canes,  and  many « Cate# 

‘Twigs 
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‘ Twigs  of  Trees,  twilled  one  withi 
t another,  and  cover’d  with  our  be 
f Skins.  My  Brother  and  our  two  N< 
pke.ws  firft  went  on  board  with  tw 
4 Savages  to  fleer  it,  whilft  I flay’ 
with  the  reft  of  our  Company  on  tfi 
bde  the  River.  They  were  Icarc 
got  into  the  middle  of  the  Current 
c whenthe  Swiftnefs  of  the  Stream  hui 
( ry’d  ’em  away  in  a moment,  and  tool 
‘ em  out  of  our  fight : But  by  lingula 

* good  Luck  the  Boat  was  ftopt  abou 
€ half  a large  League  from  thenee,  by  £ 
( great  Tree  that  floated  on  the  Water 

* being  half  pluck’d  up  by  the  Roots; 
4 lo  that  grappling  the  Branches,  by 
‘ the  means  of  certain  Poles,  they  at 

* laft  made  a fhift  to  get  over  to  the  o- 
i ther  fide,  other  wile  the  extreme  Swift  J 
€ nels  of  the  River  would  undoubtedly 
1 have  carry’d  ’em  into  the  Sea. 

In  the  mean  while,  we  were  very  lol-; 

* licirous  to  know  what  was  become  of 
i ’em ; we  inceflantly  follow’d  the: 
i Courfe  of  our  Bank,  looking  forward 
‘ as,  far  as  poffihly  we  could,  and  cry-; 
‘ i°g  ont  with  all  our  force  to  endea- 

vourto  recall,  or  to  dilcover ’em.  We 
‘ (pent  a whole  Day  and  a Night  in  this 
‘ .Anxiety,  and  the  next  Day  we  began 

‘ the 
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he  fame  Toil  again,  till  at  laft  they 
nlv\  er’d  us,  and  we  delcry’d  ’em  on 
he  other  fide.  ’Twas  abfolutely  neccf- 
iry  to  joyn  ’em,  and  to  that  end  we 
yere  forc’d  to  expole  our  felves 
o the  fame  Danger.  There- 
are  we  fet  about  the  making  of  a 
lew  Boat,  (for  the  firft  was  unjoynt- 
d,  and  no  longer  capable  of  holding 
ny  thing)  and  having  provided 
trong  Poles,  we  ail  pafs’d  over  at  fe- 
reral  times,  with  as  much  lafety  as 
:ould  be  willed  for.  Our  whole  Com- 
pany being  thus  re  united,  we  purfu’d 
>ur  Courle  under  the  Condud  of  my 
brother,  who  had  no  other  Compos 
o fleer  by  than  his  Genius.  In  the 
nean  while  one  ol  our  Hunters  firag- 
ing to  fellow  the  Game,  we  loll 
aim  a whole  Day.  But  the  next 
Morning,  we  faw  him  again  laden 
vith  two  Roe- Bucks : He  had  allb 
kill’d  another  at  the  fame  time,  and 
left  it  at  the  Diftance  of  half  a quarter 
a League : Therefore,  after  hav- 
ng  given  us  the  two,  he  went  back, 
attended  with  an  ^AbtmguiSy  to  letch 
:he  other,  and  having  brought  it,  we 
called  our  felves  with  part  of  his  Ve- 
lifbn,  and  kept  the  reft  for  our  Fro- 
vifion.  „ 4 Hav- 
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m 6 having  pafs’d  from  thence  into  th 

Tack  de-  ■ ‘ mo  ft  delightful  and  moft  populot: 
mand.-nho c Countries  of  all  the  others,  after 
ve  *re‘  ‘March  of  Six  or  Seven  Leagues,  w 
‘ faw  making  up  towards  us  a certai; 
‘Savage  on  Horfe-back,  with  hisWif 
‘ behind  him,  attended  with  four  Slave; 
‘ who  were  well  mounted.  This  Mai 
‘ accofting  us,  enquir’d  who  we  were 
* and  what  we  fought  for  in  that  Coun 
‘try  > My  Brother  gave  him  ti 
‘underftand,  as  well  by  his  owi 
‘Mouth,  as  by  that  of  the  Savages  o 
‘ his  Retinue,  that  we  were  Frem 
‘ Men,  and  that  our  Defign  was  onlj 
‘ to  offer  to  all  the  People  of  their  Con 
‘ tinent,  as  far  as  the  Gulph  of  Mexia 
‘ our  Alliance,  and  the  Prote&ion  o 
‘ the  King  of  France.  Whereupon  th< 
‘ feme  Savage  immediately  alighted 
‘ prefented  his  Horfe  to  my  Brother, 
‘ and  even  conftrain’d  him  by  his  ear 
‘ neft  Entreaties  to  accept  of  it,  and  tc 
‘go  to  the  Place  of  their  Habitation, 
‘ alluring  him,  that  he  fhould  be  very 
‘welcome,  and  that  his  Propofols 
‘ fhould  be  favourably  heard.  My 
‘ Brother,  after  having  return’d  him 
‘ many  Thanks  for  his  Kindnefs,  told 
‘ him,  that  before  he  proceeded  fo  far, 

‘he 
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ie  would  very  willingly  be  inform’d 
}f  the  Opinion  of  his  wholeNation,by 
an  Envoy,  fent  to  them  to  that  pur- 
ple. The  Savage  receiv’d  this  An- 
wer  very  favourably,  and  by  a Sur- 
dufage  of  Civility  left  his  Wife  and 
one  of  his  Slaves  for  Hoftages:  My 
Brother  on  the  other  fide  gave  him 
)is  Nephew  Cavelier  and  two  Chaotta- 
tout.  The  Savage  mounted  on  a 
dorfe  that  belong’d  to  one  of  his 
Haves,  and  my  Nephew  Cavelier  on 
hat  which  was  given  my  Brother, 
fhe  next  Day  our  Envoy  return’d 
vith  our  two  Chaouanous , both  moun- 
ed  on  fine  Horles,  laden  with  all 
arts  of  Provifions,  and  made  a Re- 
port no  left  agreeable  than  furpriz- 
ig,  of  the  kind  Entertainment  he 
lad  receiv’d  from  thofe  People,  who 
re  call’d  Cents.  The  place  of  their  Ha-  Cenis>  a 
itationis  extended  ac  Leagues  in  com- 
taft,  and  divided  into  manyHamlets,fi-  get, 
uated  near  one  another.  Their  Cottages 
re  40  or  50  Foot  high,  being  made 
f thick  Branches  of  Trees,  which 
teeting  together  in  a point  at  the  top, 
irm  a kind  of  arched  Roof;  the 
ifide  of  ’em  is  well  matted,  and  al- 
-ays  kept  very  neat,  even  to  Admira- 
on.  M M . 
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4 M.  de  La  Salle  being  inform’d  oi 
4 their  good  Intentions,  did  not  fail  tc 
4 convey  himlelf  thither  the  next  Day, 
4 and  few  the  principal  Elders  of  th< 
< Nation,  who  were  all  adorn’d  wit! 
4 Plumes  of  Feathers,  and  cloath’d  wit! 
4 their  richeft  Skins,  coming  to  mee 

* him,  at  the  diftance  of  200  Paces  fron 
4 the  Village.  My  Brother  receiv’c 
4 ’em  at  the  Head  of  his  Company 
4 and  the  firft  Salute  being  given  witl 
‘Reciprocal  Compliments,  he  wa 
‘ conduced  to  the  Village  by  the  Com 
‘ mander  in  chief  a-crois  a very  fin 
4 Body  of  young  Men,  drawn  up  ii 
4 Arms, and  thro’  a very  great  concourl 

* of  People : Afterwards  he  and  hi 
« Company  were  led  into  a Quartet 
4 whieh  feem’d  to  conftitute  a feparal 
4 ed  Hamlet,  and  were  there  nobly  en 

* tertain’d.  The  Commander  was  con 
4 vinced  of  the  Magnificence  of  ou 
4 Prince,  by  the  Character  he  receiv’ 
4 of  him  from  M.  de  la  Salle , acknow 
4 ledg’d  him  as  his  Sovereign,  and  mad 
4 my  Brother  a Prelent  of  fix  goo 
4 Horfes,and  of  his  finefi:  Skins ; who  0 
4 the  other  fide  prelented  the  laid  Cone 
8 mander  with  divers  Hatchets,  Sizer 
4 Knives,  and  Razors,  which  he  a< 

* cepted  with  a great  deal  of  Cornph 

4 cen< 
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( cency  and  Satisfa&ion.  At  that  time 
£ the  Ambalfadors  of  a certain  Nation 
! call’d  the  Chottmans , redded  there, 

'■  and  the  occafion  of  their  Embaffie  was  XVbou. 
E to  propole  the  making  of  a League mans- 
• with  ’em,  to  carry  on  a War  againft 
: the  Spaniards,  their  Enemies,  and  Ty- 
rannical Perlecutors : They  gave  as  a 
Vifit,  and  follicited  us  to  enter  into 
the  lame  League  5 infomuch,  thatwe 
promiled  to  affift  'em,  after  we  had 
made  an  end  of  our  Voyage  5 and 
they  took  an  Oath,  as  the  others  had 
done, to  maintain  an  inviolable  Friend- 
Ihip  with  our  Nation. 

4 The  Najfonis  have  theirHabitations 
at  the  diftance  of  a Days  Journey  from  Nafl.  . 
the  Cents,  and  we  thought  fit  alio  to  Nation  If 
pals  into  their  Territories,  where  wre the  Sav^ 
receiv’d  the  like  Entertainment,  meet- se" 
ing  with  the  fame  Acknowledgments, 
and  the  lame  Proteftations  of  Amity. 

And  indeed,  all  thele  Nations  have  an 
(equal  Antipathy  againft  the  Spaniards. 

The  Pafturesin  thole  Parts  afford  Fod- 
der to  numerous  Herds  of  Oxen  and 
Horfes,  and  in  all  the  Enclofures  be  - 
longing to  their  private  Families  are 
to  be  feen  many  fat  Capons,  Hens, 

Pullets,  and  large  Indian  Pigeons.  We 
'ould  dilcern  among  them,  as  well  as 
M 2 1 among 
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‘ among  the  Cc»«,  fome  Tin&ure  of  the 
‘ Chriftian  Religion.  For  fome  of  ’em 
4 made  the  Sign  of  the  Croft,  and  others 
4 exprefs’d  to  us  by  certain  Marks  the 
4 manner  of  celebrating  the  Mafs  5 in- 
‘ fomuch,  that  we  clearly  perceiv’d  it 
‘ to  be  the  Effect  of  fome  Spanijh  Miffi- 

* ons  .*  But  ’tis  not  to  be  doubted,  the 
i Increafo  would  be  much  greater ; if 

* thefefirft  Seeds  of  Religion  were  (ow’d 
4 among  ’em  by  Perfons,  to  whom  thej 

have  left  Averfion.  And  indeed  our 
Father  Recolet,  by  the  means  of  fome 
( Images,  Crofles  and  Agnus  Dei's. 
which  he  diftributed  up  and  down, 
eafily  made  ’em  comprehend  and  be- 
( lieve  every  thing  that  he  taught  ’em; 
t fo  great  is  the  Docility  of  the  Peopl^ 
4 of  that  Country. 

‘ Notwithftanding  the  great  fatisfa- 
4 &i°n  we  ^d  among  thofe  Savages, 
4 yet  we  met  with  two  fad  Difafters 
‘ one  of  which  was  theDefertion  ofFoui 

* of  our  French  Men,  and  the  other  wai 
‘ my  Brother’s  Sicknefs.  As  for  th< 
4 four  Defer ters,  it  is  not  known  whe^ 
£ ther  they  were  excited  by  the  Plea' 
4 lantneft  of  thofo  Countries,  to  endeS' 
‘ vour  to  fettle  themfelves  among  fom< 
4 of  the  Neighbouring  Nations  5 or  whe- 

‘ thei 
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1 ther  being  entic’d  by  the  alluring  Baits 
‘ of  the  Savageffes,  they  return’d  to  the 
' Ctnk  5 or  whether  they  retir’d  to  the 
c Naffonis.  However,  ’tis  certain,  that 
t as  loon  as  they  had  Horfes  in  their 
t Poffeflion,  they  did  not  any  longer 
: imagine  themfelves  to  be  among  the 
: Savages  ; fo  that  we  were  not  able 
‘ to  retain  ’em,  neither  could  we  have 
any  Tidings  of  ’em  ever  fince  that 
: time. 

L As  for  my  Brother’s  Indifpofition,  it 
was  undoubtedly  the  Effe£t  of  Grief 
occafion’d  by  the  Defertion  of  fome  of 
his  Attendants.  He  fell  fick,  i^dttgujl 
'•  24.  in  the  fame  Year  8685.  After 
three  Months  travelling,  and  within 
' 200  Leagues  of  St.  Lewis* s Bay.  His 
Sicknefs  was  follow’d  almoft  at  the 
4 fame  time  with  that  of  De  Moranget, 
our  Nephew.  However,  during  that 
Affliction,  we  had  the  good  Luck  to 
find  among  the  Savages  all  the  Help 
that  could  have  been  procur’d  in  Eu- 
rope , except  Phyfitians:  For  we  had 
every  thing  that  we  could  with  for, 
particularly  Veal,  Mutton,  Pullets, 
Pigeons  and  King-doves  ; befiJes, 
all  forts  of  wholefbme  Herbs,  as  well 
for  Pottage,  as  for  Ptifans,Deco£f  ions, 
M 3 and 
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4 and  ocher  Remedies  neceflary  for  fick 
4 Perfqns.  Our  two  Surgeons  were  ah 
4 fb  prelent,  and  were  very  ferviceable 
4 to  us  upon  this  occafson  5 nay,  the 
4 very  Savages  themfelves,  as  well  Men 
4 as  Women,  gave  us  Meat,  Fowl,  and 
4 other  forts  of  Venifon  5 infomuch,that 
4 at  laft  (thanks  be  to  the  Divine  Provi- 
4 dence)  by  the  Means  of  our  diligent 
4 Care,  both  our  Patients  recover’d  their 
4 Health,  after  a Months  Indifpofition. 

4 As  fbon  they  had  regain’d  their 
4 Strength,  my  Brother  being  of  Opi- 
4 nion  that  he  ought  to  improve  his  lad 
4 Dilcoveries ; and  not  being  able  to  go 
4 any  farther,  without  entring  theTer- 
4 ritories  of  the  Spaniards , from  whence 
‘ according  to  all  probability, we  fhould 
4 never  have  come  back;  took  a Refblu- 
i tion  to  return  to  his  new  Colony, 
f Therefore  we  let  forward  again  in  our 
1 Journey  in  the  end  of  the  Month  oi 
‘ September,  1685.  But  we  had  this  Ad- 
vantage, that  we  were  now  in  a ca- 
4 pacity  to  return  on  Horfeback,  where- 
1 as  we  came  on  Foot;  That  which 
was  rood  furprizing  in  our  newFur- 
* niture  is,  that  our  Horles  without  be- 
4 ing  fhod,  had  fb  hard  a Hoof,  that 
? they  could  go  any  where  3 and  had  fc 


M.  De  LaSalle.  1 67 

‘ tender  a Mouth,  that  they  gave  way 
; to  the  Curb, as  if  they  had  been  train’d 
; up  to  it  : Every  one  of  our  Compa- 
ny was  reafonably  well  mounted, 

1 and  our  fupernumerary  Horles  lerv’d 
‘ either  for  Change,  or  inftead  of  Pack- 
c Horles,  to  carry  our  Provifion,  Ca> 

1 noos,  and  other  Equipage;  which 
c was  no  (mail  Confolation  to  us. 

i However,  lince  the  moil:  ufefui 
1 things  fometimes  prove  the  raoft 
1 fatal,  it  happen’d  either  accidentally, 

1 or  for  want  of  Skill,  that  one  of  our 
' Horles  occafion’d  the  Lois  of  a Savage 
t belonging  to  our  Retinue.  For  on 
c the  Banks  of  the  River  La  Mtligne , ^ ^ 
c on  which  my  Brother  run  the  hazard  dlle  drags 
1 of  being  loft,  a Horfe  prancing  at  the  •**•*«•■ 
‘ fight  of  a huge  Crocodile,  threw  his  tJid  2 ‘ 
1 Rider  into  the  Water.  He  hadlcarce  vours  him* 
* fallen,  when  that  ravenous  Beaft  drag- 
ged him  away,  and  devour’d  him  in 
our  fight.  We  were  extremely  trou- 
; bl’d  at  this  fad  Speftacle ; but  in  fuch 
; Voyages  ’tis  difficult  to  avoid  the  fad 
1 Accidents,  to  which  thofe  who 
‘ undertake  ’em  are  fometimes  liable. 
‘Therefore  the  fafeft  way  for  a Tra- 
veller is  to  prepare  for  fuch  Difafters, 

‘ bv  quieting  his  Confidence,  and  by 
M 4 ‘ putr 
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* ting  himftlf  under  the  Prote&ion  oi 
4 Almighty  God , who  is  our  Guide, 
4 and  conftant  Preftrver. 

4 Forafmuch  as  no  Remedy  could  be 
4 found  for  this  Misfortune,  we  con- 
4 tinu’d  our  Journey ; and  after  Three 
4 Months  march,  we  arriv’d  at  St.  Le- 
4 jra’sBay  in  the  beginning  oftheMonth 
4 of  January,  1686.  As  loon  as  we  came 
4 near  our  Colony,  we  perceiv’d  that 
4 all  the  Fields  thereabouts  were  clear’d 
4 of  Trees,  and  well  cultivated.  We 
4 there  met  with  a great  number  of 
4 Women,  and  Cottages,  fill’d  with 
4 new  Families,  each  Family  having 
4 its  peculiar  Store  of  Provifions,  with 
4 a Garden,  and  other  Apartments.  In 
4 a word,  every  thing  ftem’d  to  pro- 
4 mile  a happy  Improvement,  and  a nu- 
4 merous  Inereaft.  My  Brother  was 
4 receiv’d  there  as  theFather  of  this  little 
4 Commonwealth,  and  we  took  great 
4 Delight  in  obftrving  thefe  beginnings 
4 of  the  Incorporation  of  our  French 
4 Men  with  the  Savages,  and  the  good 
4 Uft  that  every  one  made  of  the  Ad- 
f vantages  of  this  new  Plantation. 

c In  regard  that  my  Brothers  Pre- 
4 fence  in  that  Country,  was  neceflary, 
f as  well  for  the  compleatiog  of  the 

c Fort, 
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Fort,  as  for  the  modelling  of  this  new 
State,  we  fbjourn’d  there  about  Three 
Months  longer  ; after  the  expirati- 
on of  which  time,  he  determin’d  to 
return  to  France  to  get  newSuppliesat 
that  Court,  and  to  procure  Tome  Re- 
cruits of  Tradefmen,  Artificers  and 
Labourers, as  well  in  favour  of  thislaft 
Colony,  as  for  all  the  others  that  are 
planted  in  divers  parts  of  Northern 
America . After  having  taken  leave  of 
svery  one,  he  let  out,  accompany’d 
with  20  French  Men  for  Canada^  and 
traveled  by  Land  to  the  Country  of 
the  Ijlinois , in  the  end  of  the  Month 
of  March , A.  D.  1686. 

4 Altho’this  Road  was  the  mofttrou- 
blefbme,  yet  it  ferv’d  not  only  to  dis- 
cover the  Courfe  of  the  Rivers,  of 
[which  we  only  law  the  Mouths,  in  Rt' 
pafling  down  the  Mffijfipi ; but  alfo 
to  give  us  a nearer  View  of  all  the 
People,  who  inhabit  along  the  Banks$ 
lo  that  we  might  take  frequent  Op- 
portunities to  contratt  new  Alliances 
with  ’em.  At  firft  we  crofs’d  the 
River  of  Ducks , fo  call’d,  by  reafbn 
of  the  numerous  Flocks  of  wild  Ducks, 
with  which  it  is  cover’d.  Afterwards 
wc  pafs’d  La  Sablonniere , or  the  River 

‘of 
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* of  Sand,  which  only  has  for  its  Bed 
‘ vaft  Sandy  Country ; then  the  Rok 
‘ the  Banks  of  which  are  inhabited  ! 
‘ certain  People,  who  all  fpeak  in  tl 

Qaanoati-  <■  Throat,  and  at  laft  the  Malignant  R 
Nation  of  ‘ w,  in  the  Territories  lying  aboi 
the  sa-  « which  are  the  Qiianoatinos. , a Peop 
as  formidable  to  the  Iroquois , upc 
4 account  of  their  Valour,  as  for  the 
‘ Cruelty.  For  befides  that  they  figl 

* furioufly,  without  giving  Quarte 
4 they  made  a Law  among  themfelv 
‘ to  caule  as  many  to  be  burnt  as  the 
4 can  take  Priloners.  As  we  continual! 
‘ went  forward,  we  met  with  th CTar, 
4 has  the  Cap-pas , and  the  Palaquejfons  a 
‘ declar’d  Enemies  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  Fruit-  I fhail  not  here  give  a large  Defer 
every  ption  of  the  particular  Rarities  of  a 
coH-mry.  thofe  Countries  and  Nations;  but 
fhall  content  my  felf  only  to  declan 
that  altho’  the  faid  Countries  are  ver 
fine,  generally  fpeaking  5 yet  in  ever 
one  of  ’em,  its  peculiar  Nature  an 
Beauty  may  be  more  especially  ofc 
ferv’d.  For  fome  abound  in  India 
Corn,  of  which  Frumenty  is  made 
others  in  Tonquo , and  others  in  Cdjfirtn 
of  which  the  Nati  ves  make  a kind  c 
Bread. 

‘ A\ 


; An  innumerable  Multitude  of  Cibo- 
*’s  is  to  be  feen  amongft  thofe  People 
yho  live  neareft  to  the  Sea-Coaft. 
Fhere  are  alio  vaft  numbers  of  Bea- 
rers amongft  the  Ouadiches , the  Akjin- 
:eas,  the  Iroquois , and  in  many  other 
Quarters  of  America : And  Bears  are 
;ery  frequent  in  the  Northern  Parts. 
As  for  Horfes,  they  are  only  found 
imong  the  Nations  who  are  Neigh- 
bours to  the  Spaniards,  but  one  may 
almoft  every  where  fee  Orignas , 
Staggs,  Elks,  Wolves,  Ounces,  large 
Hams,  Weathers,  and  Sheep,  that 
have  a much  finer  Wool  than  ours. 

‘ In  traverfing  all  thefe  Plains  we 
difeover’d  a prodigious  Number  of 
Savages,  who  all  entertain’d  us  with 
a great  deal  of  Courtefie,  and  with 
an  entire  Submifficn  to  the  La  ws  of 
our  Monarch.  Whiift  we  were  tra- 
velling between  the  PalaqueJJons,  and 
the  Nouadicbes , our  Provifions  fail’d, 
and  we  were  oblig’d  to  have  reccurfe 
to  hunting  ; fo  that  three  or  four  of 
our  Men,moft  expert  in  that  Exercife, 
ufually  left  their  Companions  to  re- 
pair to  the  Woods,  where  they  did 
not  continue  long,  without  bringing 
us  good  ftore  of  Yenifon.  The  ad- 

‘ vantageous 
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c/JntfZl  vantageous  and  moil  delightful 
tuated  be-  ‘ tuation  of  the  Territories  that  lie  1 
tween  tween  two  Nations,  who  are  w 
affected  to  ours,  is  much  to  be  a 
mir’d,  the  whole  Country  being  ( 
‘ tremely  fertile  in  Indian  Corn,  a 

* ah  kinds  of  Fruits, affording  alfo  gr< 
‘ variety  of  Game,  and  the  Failures 

* hounding  in  Cattel  of  all  forts,  b 

* niore  efpecially  in  Hories.  All  the 
‘ great  Advantages  induc’d  my  Broth 

* to  endeavour  to  plant  a Colony 

e thoie  Parts.  In  order  to  carry  ( 
4 this  Defign,  he  judg’d  it  expec 
4 ent  that  I fhould  be  ient  before  to  t! 

* Iflinois , as  well  to  inform  you  of  h 
6 Arrival,  as  for  fome  other  Reafon 
4 of  which  I fhall  hereafter  give  you  a 

* Account.  He  gave  me  for  my  Ret 
e nue  Father  Anafiaftus , Cavelier , m 
4 Nephew,  M,  de  la  Marne , four  othe 
6 French  Men,  and  two  Slaves  to  ferv 
4 me  as  Interpreters,  with  two  Canoo: 
4 two  Pack* Hories,  and  neceifary  Pro 
4 vifions.  We  parted  May  15.  A.  L 
4 1686.  and  travel  I’d  by  Land,  aswel 
4 for  the  Conveniency  of  our  Horfes,  a 
4 for  the  frequent  Supplies  we  migh 
4 get  from  the  Savages,  who  fhew  ai 
4 much  zeal  for  the  promoting  of  out 

4 In- 
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intereft,  as  they  are  the  profeffed  Ene- 
nies  of  the  Iroquois  and  Spaniards. 

‘On  the  firft  Day  we  took  up  ourNouad|. 
Quarters  among  the  Nouadiches,  whoches,  * 
eceiv’d  us  with  extended  Arms,  and 
nvited  us  to  joyn  with  ’em,  in  main-  ges. 
aining  a War  againft  the  Spaniards: 
rhey  affur’d  us,  That  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  Gold  and  Silver  amongff 
em ; that  they  would  willingly  leave 
ns  all  their  Wealth,  and  that  they 
would  only  referve  to  themlelves  the 
Women  and  Children,  tomakeSlaves 
of  ’em:  However,  notwithftanding 
the  little  Refpeft  we  had  for  the  Spa- 
niards, we  muft  needs  have  an  Aver- 
fion  to  that  Propofal ; for  we  could 
not  give  our  Confent,  that  the  Chri- 
ftians  fhould  become  Slaves  to  the  Sa- 
vages. Therefore  to  colour  our  De- 
nial, we  reply’d,  That  our  number 
was  not  fufficient  to  be  capable  of 
aflifting’em  in  that  War,  but  that  we 
would  go  in  queft  of  Captain  Tonti , to 
whom  we  would  not  failtoreprefent 
the  fame  Conditions  they  offer’d  us, and 
that  without  doubt  he  would  accept  of 
’em.  This  Anfwer  gave  Satisfa&ion  to 
the  Savages , who  fupply’d  us  with  a- 
bundanceofProvi(ions,and  caus’d  us  to 
lodge  in  their  beft  Cottages.  c 1 he 
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fterpet  t * The  next  da7> we  purfu’c!  our  joi 
fie.  ney  to  the  Cents  and  Naffonis.  T 
‘ latter  gave  us  Guides  to  conduct  us 
‘ the  Country  of  Nabari,  and  thefel; 
i in  like  manner  took  care  to  provi 

* other  Guides  to  convey  us  to  the  JS 
6 Auft.  We  were  equally  well  receiv 
| by  all  thofePeople,and  we  every  whe 

* found  the  fame  Difpofitions  to  mal 
‘ an  Alliance  with  us,  and  to  live  und 
* the  Prote&ion  of  our  Prince.The  Lam 

The  fruit- * thereabouts  are  fruitful,  and  theCi 
fuinefs  of  c mate  very  proper  for  the  planting  < 
‘ Vineyards;  for  Vines  often  fpring  u 
‘ there  fpontaneoufly  3 fo  that  one  ma 
‘ fee  clutters  of  Grapes  growing  among 

* the  Elms,  and  flourifhing  under  th 

* fhadow  of  their  Leaves-  One  cannc 

* travel  three  Leagues  without  meetin, 

* with  fome  River  or  Brook.  Ther 

* are  alfo  Herds  of  Beavers  : All  th 

* People  are  generally  addi&ed  to  th 
( Adoration  of  the  Sun,  and  have  no  0 

* ther  Cloaths  than  a certain  Con'texturi 
4 of  Rufhes,  or  of  very  fine  Mats,  whic! 
4 are  fet  out  with  Paintings  of  fevera 
‘Colours,  reprefenting  the  Sun,  Birds 
‘ Flowers,  &c.  For  matter  of  Arms 
6 they  are  altogether  unknown  to  ’em 
4 except  theBow  and  Arrow  ; infbmuch, 

‘ tha! 
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that  thedifcharge  of  a Fulee  or  Piftol 
would  appear  to  them,  as  it  were  a 
Clap  of  Thunder,  preceeded  by  its 
Lightning. 

‘ Afterwards  we  pafs’d  from  theTer-  Cadoda- 
ritories  of  the  Nanufi  to  thole  of  the  ches,  their 
Cadodacbes,  where  we  were  enter- 
tain’d  after  a very  generous  manner,  French. 
fo  that  our  Reception  might  well  be 
ftyl’d  a fplendid  Triumph.  For  the 
principal  Elders  of  the  Nation  came 
forth  to  meet  us,  and  condu&ed  us 
thro’  two  Ranks  of  their  armed  Youth 
into  very  neat  Cottages.  The  reft  of 
our  Entertainment  was  as  pleafant 
and  diverting,  as  the  manner  of  ma- 
naging it  was  Savage  and  Fantafti- 
cal;  at  firft,  certain  tawny  Women, 
but  well  fhap’d,  and  half  naked,  were 
very  officious  in  walhing  our  Feet  in 
Wooden  Troughs,  and  then  we  were 
ferv’d  with  different  Meffes,  very  well 
drefs’d : For  befides  boil'd  Meat, Broth 
and  Venifon,  the  ordinary  Mefs  a- 
mong  thofe  People ; they  prefented 
us  with  a large  Dilh  of  Roaifed  Tur- 
keys, Geefe,  Ducks,  and  Ring-doves, 
not  to  forget  another  Difh  of  broil’d 
Pigeons.  But  we  were  diftnrb’d  in 
the  midft  of  our  Jollity,  by  a very  fad 

‘ Accident 
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£ Accident,  which  happen’d  to  M.  de  l 
‘ Marne , one  of  our  Company : Forai 

* much  as  the  Heat  of  the  Weathe 
‘ was  exceffive,  occafion’d  as  well  b; 

Marne  h * ^ Climate, as  the  Seafon  of  the  Year 
Wajhbig  ‘that  unfortunate  Gentleman  had  ; 
himfeif  m ‘ mind  to  wafli  himfelf  in  a River  tha 
down'd.  * runs  tnro7  £he  Village.  To  which  pur 
‘pole,  having chofen  a fhady  place  fo 

* greater  Convenience,  he  threw  him 
‘ felf  into  the  Water,  and  unhappily 
‘ fell  into  an  Abyfs,  where  he  wa 
‘ Fwallow’d  up  in  a Trice  5 fbme  tim< 

* after,  perceiving  that  he  did  not  re 
‘ turn,  we  were  defirous  to  goto th< 

* Place,  where  he  retir’d  j but  he  wa: 
‘ not  to  be  found,  and  we  began  to  fu 

* fpeft  that  perhaps  he  might  be  de- 
‘ vour’d  by  feme  Crocodile : However 

* the  Inhabitants  having  feen  the  Place, 
‘ where  he  threw  himfelf  in,  no  longer 

* doubted  that  he  was  loft  in  thatGulph 

* Add  indeed, after  having  made  a fearch 
‘ at  the  very  inftant,  he  was  taken  up 

• * dead,  and  quite  disfigur’d. 

‘ I cannot  fufficientiy  exprels  how 

* much  we  were  tranfported  with  Grief 

* at  the  fight  of  fo  fad  a Spe&acle.  The 
‘ Wife  of  the  chief  Governour  came  her 

* folf  to  bury  him  5 and  after  having  per* 

i form’d 
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form’d  the  Funeral  Obfequies,  de- 
cently Interring  his  Body,  we  let  up 
a Croft  over  his  Tomb:  In  the  mean 
while,  the  Savages,  who  were  Wit- 
nefies  of  our  Ceremonies,  joyn’d  their 
Tears  with  ours,  and  endeavour’d  to 
comfort  us,  by  doing  us  all  the  good 
Offices  that  lay  in  their  Power. 

‘ The  next  day  we  met  with  the  0ther  Sa‘ 
Sire  ho  as  and  the  Onadicbes  on  theBanks  Pe0 

of  the  fame  River,  and  about  five 
Leagues  lower  we  had  a fight  of  the 
Cabinvio's  and  Mentons.  Thele  Peo- 
ple not  knowing  what  ourArms  were, 
took  us  for  the  Mafters  of  Thunder, 
and  were  much  afraid  of  us  at  the 
fame  time.  The  Beavers  are  very  nu- 
merous in  their  Country,  and  more 
efpecially  in  the  Territory  of  the  Ozo- 
tkeoa's,  where  they  are  (o  common, 
that  the  Inhabitants  are  oblig’d  to 
born  their  Skins.  Thele  People  pro- 
vided Guides  to  conduct  us  to  the  A-  ^a„CUf 
kanceas ,■  on  whole  Jurildi£Hon  they 
depend.  There  we  began  to 
know  our  (elves  ; for  we  law  a 
Crofs  ere&ed,  on  the  middle  of  whi  h 
the  King’s  Arms  were  fixt,  and  feme 
few  Paces  farther  we  met  with  a fine 
Houle,  built  alter  the  French  Fafhion, 

N ‘ and 


m 


178 


* A fin 
of  Boat, 


M.  De  La  Salle . 

4 and  inhabited  by  a certain  Perfon, 
4 nam’d  Coujiure,  who  receiv’d  us  very 
4 kindly,  and  gave  us  to  underhand 
4 that  that  Seac,  with  all  its  Dependen- 
4 cies,  was  under  your  Jurildittion, 
4 After  having  refted  there  two  Days, 
4 we  went  to  the  Villages  of  the  Tori- 
4 mans,  Dogingas  and  Cappas,  to  get  up 
4 to  the  River  Miffiffipi . Thefe  lair  Peo- 
4 pie  accommodated  us  with  a * Pirogue 
* for  two  Horles  that  we  gave  ’em  in 
4 Exchange. 

4 Thus  being  wearied  with  our  Tra- 
4 vels  by  Land,  I determin’d  to  pals  on 
4 the  Miffiffipi  again,  to  the  River  of  the 
‘ IJlinoh, and  Father  Aaafioffus  was  very 
‘ glad  that  he  bad  an  Opportunity  to  go 
4 on  board  the  fame  Canoo  with  me. 
4 M.  Cavelier , my  Nephew,  took  five 
4 other  French  Men  to  accompany  him, 
4 and  contenting  himfeif  with  one  Sa- 
4 vage,  left  me  another,  to  lerve  for 
4 an  Interpreter  and  Rower.  Having 
4 met  at  our  Place  of  Rendezvous,  in 
4 the  Country  of  the  Mimic,  we  parted: 
4 lb  that  he  travelPd  over  the  Plains* 
‘ and  I embark’d  on  the  River  Miffiffipi, 
Aiiguji \ 5.  Ad.  1686. 

4 It  were  needle  Is  to  give  a particular 
4 Account  of  all  the  Nations  that  we 

met, 
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met,  and  therefore  I (hall  only  make 
mention  of  thofe  whom  we  did  not 
difcover  in  our  Defcent.  The  Chica-  chicM. 
ckus  were  the  firft  that  we  found  at 
the  Diftance  of  30  Leagues  from  the 
Akanctas'.  They  are  a very  docii, 
induftrious,  valiant  and  warlike  Peo- 
ple, and  fufficientl  y numerous  to  raife 
an  Army  of  2000.  Men  upon  all  oc- 
casions. We  continu’d  our  Courfe 
from  thence  to  the  Ouabachcs , within 
ten  Leagues  of  their  River,  -and  faw 
that  of  the  MaJJourites  and  Ozages, 
which  is  no  Iefs  rapid  and  deep  than 
die  Miffifjifi.  We  pafs’d  on  it  during 
two  Days,  as  well  with  a Delign  to 
dilcover  the  Nations  inhabiting  on  its 
Banks,  as  to  get  fome  frelhProvifiom, 
and  in  our  PalFage  we  defcry’d  the 
Villages  of  the  Panivackas,  Peru's, 
u analog*  s,  Matot antes,  and  Ozages , 
til  gallant,  numerous,  and  good-na- 
ur’d  People,  who  among  the  feveral 
defles  and  varieties  of  Fruits,  with 
yhich  they  treated  us,  caus’d  us  to  eat 
ome  Grapes  of  an  admirable  tafte. 

‘On  the  third  Day,  after  having 
ow’d  on  that  River,  we  endeavour’d 
o recover  the  MijfiJJipi  5 on  which,be- 
ig  embark’d  in  a Canoo,  we  fleer’d 
N 2 ‘ our 
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4 our  Courfe  on  it  for  fome  Days,  even 
4 as  far  as  the  River  of  the  Iflinois  \ and 
4 after  Thirty  Days  Navigation  we  ar- 
4 riv’d  at  the  Foot  of  Crevecmr  Fort, 
4 from  whence  we  return’d  to  that  of 
4 St.  Lewis.  Indeed  we  were  then  fo  un- 
fortunate., as  not  to  meet  with  you  there , 
( which  was  no  (mall  trouble  to  us) ; but 
at  prefen t we  have  the  Qonfolation  to  fee 
you  in  good  Health. 

PA.  Cavelier  having  thus  concluded 
his  Relation,  we  renew’d  our  Embra- 
ces, but  I continu’d  for  fome  time 
fpeechlefs,  without  being  able  to  make 
any  Application  to  him  5 for,  to  fay  the 
Truth,  I did  not  well  know  my  felf 
nor  in  what  Condition  I was  at  that 
time.  On  the  one  fide,  the  Iofs  of  oui 
Fleet,  and  of  the  greateft  part  of  the 
French  Mariners,  was  a very  great 
Mortification  to  me ; and  on  the  othei 
fide,  the  Affurance  that  was  given  m< 
of  M.  de  la  Salle’s  Welfare,  and  of  the 
Succefs  of  fo  many  fine  Difcoveries 
oblig’d  me  to  turn  my  Sorrow  inn 
Joy.  I was  alfb  extremely  furpriz’d  a 
the  ftrangenefi  of  his  Adventures  ; bu 
at  the  fame  time,  the  Abfence  of  a Per 
Ion,  for  whom  I had  fo  particular  ; 
Refpeft,  and  whole  Return  I had  fi 

lon£ 
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long  expe&ed  with  the  utmoft  Impa- 
tience ; befides,  the  Regret  upon  re- 
flecting, that  I was  not  an  Eye-witnefs, 
and  a Companion  of  hisTravels,  pierc’d 
my  Heart  with  fo  fenfible  a Griei,  that 
1 was  not  by  any  means  able  to  fur- 
mount  it.  Neither  could  I any  longer 
contain  my  felf,  or  forbear  eafing  my 
Mind  a little,  by  uttering thefe  mourn- 
ful Expoftulations.  c Alafs ! (laid  I to 
4 M.  Cavelier)  how  could  it  fo  fall  out, 
4 that  M.  de  La  Salle,  my  Patron,  and 
4 my  only  Support,  fhould  fpend  Two 
4 Years  in  returning  to  ^America , and 
4 that  during  that  whole  Term, I Ihould 
4 not  be  only  depriv’d  of  the  Pleafure 
4 of  feeing  him,  but  alfo  fhould  not 
4 find  Means  to  hear  any  Tidings  of 
4 him?  Or  how  is  it  poffible  that  I Ihould 
4 not  be  permitted  to  embrace  him  ? I 
4 muft  freely  declare  to  'you,  that  not- 
4 withftanding  the  Joy  which  your  Pre- 
4 fence  affords  me,  I find  my  felf  feiz’d 
4 in  beholding  you,  with  a more  In- 
4 tenfe  Grief,  fince  the  more  I look  up- 
4 on  you,  I am  fo  much  the  more  trou- 
4 bled  that  I have  not  a fight  of  him. 
4 Heavens!  (continu’d  I)  has  M.  de  la 
4 Salle  refided  in  America  Two  Years, 
4 and  cannot  I as  yet  lay  hold  of  fome 
N 3 ! Op- 
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4 portunity  to  meet  him,  or  to  fpeai 
4 with  him  ? Alafs  1 ’tis  not  my  Fault 
4 for  as  foon  as  I could  judge,  that  he 
4 had  touch’d  at  any  of  the  Coafts  o 
4 the  Gulph  of  Mexico , I made  a defcem 
4 on  thofe  Countries ; I fearch’d  aboui 
4 all  the  Capes  and  Shoars  of  that  Sea 
4 as  well  on  the  fide  of  Malcolim , as  or 
4.  that  of  Mexico-,  I vifited  all  the  Peo- 
4 pie,  who  inhabit  thofe  Coafts,  viz.  The 
4 Vichems , Ozembogus , Tangibaos , OJio 
4 noos,  Maufoleas,  and  Motif  as,  and  en- 
4 quir’d  of  them  after  M.  de  la  Salle , bui 
4 none  could  give  me  any  manner  oi 
4 Account  concerning  him.  Hence 
4 then  you  may  take  feme  eftimate  ol 
4 my  exceffive  Trouble  and  Sorrow. 

4 How  was  it  poflible  (reply’d  M.Ca- 
4 velier)  for  you  to  meet  us>  You  went 
4 to  feek  for  us  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Ri- 

• ver  Miffiffipi,  and  on  the  adjacent 
■ Coafts  ^ whereas  we  only  landed  25 
4 Leagues  above  it : You  follow’d  the 
4 Courfe  of  that  River,  both  in  your  De- 
4 (cent,  and  at  your  Pveturn ; but  weal- 
4 ways  kept  at  a diftance  from  thence, 
4 peering  to  the-South  eaft,  and  along 

* tne  Gulph  of  Mexico.  By  what  means 
v could  you  expe.Q:  to  meet  with  us,  in 
“ following  fe  contrary  Courfes  ? M 
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lenfl  ( laid  I to  him)  he  ought  to  have 
\fent  fome  Meftnger,  to  give  me  notice  of 
| his  Return.  4 ’Tis  true  indeed,  (laid  he) 

‘ and  he  would  certainly  have  done  it, 

* if  it  had  lain  in  his  Power : But  who 
1 of  thole  new  Comers  could  find  out 
6 the  Roads  that  lay  crols  the  Territo- 
1 ries  of  lb  many  Barbarians,  or  would 

* be  willing  to  make  fuch  an  Attempt 
P at  fo  great  a diftance  ? Or  could  he 
4 fpare  me,  or  either  of  his  two  Ne- 
!‘  phews  for  that  purpofe?  Befides,  the 
4 Hopes  he  had  ot  feeing  you  ere  long 
4 in  Perfon,  made  him  continually  defer 
4 to  inform  you  of  his  Arrival,  it  mult. 
>4  be  confefs'd  (Paid  1 then;  there  is  no 
4 Remedy  for  what  is  part  $ that  which 
4 revives  my  Spirits  is,  to  hear,  that  he 
4 is  in  good  Health,  and  whereabouts  he 
4 is : It  will  not  be  long  (by  the  help 
4 of  God)  ere  we  fhali  go  again  to  find 
4 him  out.  In  the  mean  while  (conti- 
4 nud  I)  I call  to  mind,  that  you  have 
4 fomewhat  elfe  more  particular  ro'com- 
4 municate  to  me  from  him,  and  there- 
4 fore  I would  entreat  you  to  declare 
4 it  to  me,  that  I may  make  due  Prepa- 
4 ration,  even  as  foon  as  it’s  poiHble,  for 
4 my  intended  Voyage. 

N 4 
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4 Take  it  thus  (reply’d  M.  Cavelier ) 
‘ my  Brother  being  impatient  to  pro^ 
‘ cure  the  neceffary  Supplies,  for  the 
<TEftablifhment  and  Maintenance  ol 
his  new  Colony,  and  to  cattle  twe 
c Ports  and  two  Havens  to  be  built,1 viz, 
( One  on  St.  Lewis's  Bay,  and  the  other 
4 at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Mrfftjfipi, the 
i bottom  and  fdes  of  which  he  has  very 
4 accurately  oblerv’d,  deputed  me  for 
4 this  Employment,  only  with  a Defign 
i that  I fihould  incontinently  return  to 
4 France , as  well  to  inform  the  Court  ol 
4 his  laft  Settlement,  and  of  his  great 
‘ Difcoveries,  as  to  prepare  theirMinds, 
and  to  induce  ’em  to  grant  what  is 
4 requifite  upon  lo  emergent  an  occafi- 
‘ on.  For  that  very  Reafon  he  alio  lent 
1 me  to  ghtebccy  and  gave  me  a particu- 
4 lar  Charge  to  wait  upon  you,  in  or* 
4 der  to  borrow  fome  Money,  upon 
4 the  Receipt  of  which  I will  give  you 
* an  Acquittance,  and  my  Brother  will 
4 place  it  to  Account, 

After  this  Difcdurle  he  prefented  me 
with  a Letter,  which  was  well  Tea  I’d 
with  M.  de  La  Salle  s Seal.  As  for  the 
Writing,  I did  not  examine  it ; and  be- 
iides,  the  CharaOers  us’d  by  thole  two 
Gentlemen,  who  wrote. almoli:  the  fame 

Handy 
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land,  are  lo  like,  that  ‘twould  be  dif- 
ficult to  find  out  the  difference.  How- 
:ver,  I read  that  Letter  with  extreme 
Delight 5 in  which,  the  fameRequeit 
,vas  contain’d,  with  Proteftations  of 
n entire  Truff,  and  of  a raoft  fincere 
^riendlhip.  The  Joy  with  which  I 
vas  tranfported,  to  hear  Tidings  of  fo 
ntimate  a Friend  ; the  Candour  of  the 
^rfon  who  deliver’d  the  Letter  to  me, 
nd  the  Devotion  I had  made  of  every 
hing  that  I polfefs’d,  to  the  difpofal  of 
Perfon,  to  whom  I thought  my  felf 
nfinitely  indebted  , did  not  fuffer  me 
0 take  the  matter  into  Confideration. 

immediately  ask’d  M.  Cavelier  how 
nuch  Money  he  defir’d  ? Whereupon 
le  told  me,  that  he  believ’d  his  Brother 
lad  mention’d  the  Sum  of  7000  Livres. 

Tis  true  indeed  (laid  I)  but  if  you  have 
ccafion  for  more , you  need  only  demand  it 
f me,  fvee  all  that  1 have  is  at  your  Ser- 
vice. He  thank’d  me  heartily,  and  told 
no,  that  in  cafe  he  fhould  ftand  in  need 
>f  fomewhat  more,  he  might  procure 
t in  France.  Therefore  I paid  him  the 
kim  of  Money  agreed  upon,  at  that 
, ery  Infiant,  and  he  infixed  to  give  me 
ais  Receipt,  according  to  the  Order, 
which  (as  he  laid)  he  had  from  his 
■ Brother, 
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Brother.  I readily  confented,  and  foi 
afmuch  as  he  protefted  to  me,  that  h 
determin’d  to  let  out  on  his  Journey  tf] 
next  day,  I gave  fome  Refrelhment  t 
his  Attendants,  and  recruited  his  Prc 
vifions.  We  fpent  the  Remainder  c 
the  Day  as  plealantly  as  we  could,  an 
very  early  the  next  Morning  he  too 
leave  of  me, departing  with  a Francifca 
Recole /,  and  a Slave,  with  a defign  t 
pals  into  the  Country  of  the  M/amis. 

I was  alfo  preparing  to  pafs  on  th< 
River  the  next  day,  and  every  thin: 
was  difpos’d  for  my  Departure.  Hav 
ing  fpent  the  reft  of  the  Day,  wit! 
much  uneafinefs,  the  next  Morning 
was  putting  my  fmall  Cargo  on  board 
when  about  Nine  a Clock  I efpy’d  co 
ming  towards  me  the  Sieur  Confturt 
my  Lieutenant,  in  the  Country  of  th 
Akanceas , where  both  the  Caveliers 
viz,  the  Uncle  and  the  Nephew  re 
frelh’d  themlelves  for  fome  time:  In 
deed  at  firft  I was  very  glad  to  fet 
him,  but  in  a moment  after  he  threw 
me  into  a terrible  Confternatson : ] 
immediately  enquir’d  of  him,  where 
he  left  Af.  de  La  Salle  <?  M.  de  La  Salle. 
efM.de  (laid  he)  do  not  you  know  that  he  is  dead! 
ea  Saile,  How ! (cry’d  1)  is  M.  de  La  Salle  dead? 

'Th 
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fis  too  true  (re  ply ’d  he)  he  is  certainly 
'end ; for  he  tras  aftaffinated  by  his  own 
tarty,  in  the  Territories  fituated  between  - 
he  Palaquefl'ons  and  the  Nouadiches. 
Hey  ! what  d’ye  fay  ? ([aid  I)  is  it 
pollible  ? Why  ! M.  Cavelier  his  own 
Brother  but  now  took  Leave  of  me, 
and  w’as  fo  far  from  telling  me  any 
thing  of  this  matter,  that  he  gave  me 
a Letter  under  his  Hand,  and  did  not 
feem  to  Ihew  the  leaft  mark  of  Grief 
or  Concern.  Sir  (faid  he)  1 had  the 
n formation  from  his  own  Mouth  5 his 
rears,  and  thofe  of  his  Nephew  were  too 
vident  a proof  of  the  Truth  of  what  they 
'■fferted  ; and  1 am  very  forty  that  Ifhould 
*e  the  fir  ft  that  came  to  bring  you  fo  baft 
'Slews.  \ was  extremely  furpriz’d  at 
his  Anfwer,  and  quite  overwhelm’d 
jvith  Grief,  infomuch,  that  for  a while 
I was  not  able  to  fpeak  nor  weep ; net- 
her did  I know  how  to  difpofe  of  my 
elf:  How’ever,  fome  Moments  after 
role  up,  and  fpoke  to  this  Effefi* 
VI.  de  La  Salle,  my  only  Protector , is 
lead  (as  you  fay)  and  murder'd  too  by 
sis  Attendants  ! 0 Heavens  i can  this  be? 
But  may  I know  who  are  thofe  Mifcreants 
bat  durft  imbrue  their  Hands  in  tire 
Blood  of  fo  excellent  a Patron  ? They  are 
two 
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two  Ruffians  (reply ’d  M.  Coujiure)  nan 
, Dan  and  Lancelot.  Ah ! wicked  WreU 
es  (faid  I)  by  what  Motive , or  rath 
b Demon  were  they  excited  to  cot 
mit  fo  execrable  a FaA  .<?  Then  S entrej 
ed  him  to  tell  me  all  that  he  knew  co 
cerning  that  Matter.  ‘ Alafs ! S 
‘ (laid  he)  not  to  trefpals  too  long  < 
1 your  Patience,  I {hall  proceed  to  gf 
i you  an  Account  of  every  particul 
‘Circumftance  of  his  Death,  as  lew 
‘ related  to  me. 

‘ M.de  La  Salle  being  recover’d  of 
‘ very  dangerous  Difeafe,  repair’d  i 
‘ his  laft  Colony  at  Fort  St.  Lem 
‘ and  departed  from  thence,  March  7 
4 A.  D.  1 686.  with  a Defign  to  vifit  h 
‘old  Plantations,  accompany’d  wit 
‘about  30  Perfbns  ; among  whor 
‘ were  his  Brother,  his  two  Nephew! 
‘ the  two  Lantelots  Brothers,  Day 
‘a  Savage,  nam’d  Choouanou\  two  Eng 
‘ hjh  Free-Booters  y and  one  Htew,  ; 
‘ German  by  Nation. 

‘ On  the  firft  Day  of  their  March 
' M.  de  La  Salk  perceiving  that  tfo 
’ younger  Lancelot,  being  Bill  weak  af 
ter  his  Recovery  from  a violent  Fit  0 
Sicknefs,  was  not  able  to  follow  ths 
reft  of  the  Company,  determin’d  tc 
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ifend  him  back  to  the  Bay  ; neither 
ould  he  be  prevail’d  upon  by  any 
[neans  to  alter  his  Mind,  notwith- 
standing the  earned  Entreaties  made 
by  his  Brother,  that  they  might  not 
be  parted  , infomuch,  that  young  Lan- 
celot was  at  laft  oblig’d  to  return  to 
the  place  appointed.  Thefe  Proceed- 
ings which  appear’d  to  be  Arbitrary, 
and  Imperious,  were  hard  to  be  di- 
gefted  by  a Man  of  Courage.  In 
the  mean  while  it  unfortunately  hap- 
pen’d, that  this  young  Man  was  met 
on  the  Road  by  certain  Savages,  who  The  pmg* 
cut  his  Throat,  and  the  News  was^tanc*- 
brought  the  fame  Day  to  his  elder  £tbe  Sa, 
Brother,  v\  ho  could  -not.  reftrain  the  v*gu. 
Excefs  of  his  Grief.  He  immediately 
' laid  the  Blame  on  M.  de  La  Salle , and 
’ from  that  very  moment,  being  tran- 
‘ fported  with  Rage  and  Paflion,  he 
‘ fwore  his  Deftruaion.  After  having 
‘ given  himfelf  up  for  fome  time  to 
‘Complaints  and  Lamentations,  he 
‘ fuddenly  ftifled  his  Indignation,  de- 
‘ figning  to  let  it  break  forth  again  with 
‘ greater  Vehemency  upon  fbme  fa- 
‘ vourable  Opportunity.  Therefore  he 
‘ follow'd  the  reft  of  the  Company ; 

‘ but  after  Two  Months  march,  their 
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4 Provifions  failing,  bet 
4 tories  of  the  PaLqut 
4 dicbes  ; Han  and  La 
4 Agreement  to  go  a hut 
4 Woods,  and  foljicited  t 
4 Moranget,  to  accompany 
4 unfortunate  Gentleman, 

4 ftrutting  any  thing,  cond 
4 way  of  Complaifance,  to 
4 Requeft.  But  the  two  Ru 
being  excited  as  well  by  Envy,  upuy 
4 Account  of  his  lingular  Merits,  as  by 
4 the  implacable  Hatred  that  they  bore 
4 his  Uncle,  had  long  ago  form’d  a 


Be  Mo- 
ranget 
knocke  on 
the  Head 
with  a 
Hatchet* 


4 pefign  upon  his  Life  3 having  now 
4 infenfibfy  drawn  him  afide,  reek’d 


4 their  Malice  upon  him,  to  which  pur- 
4 pole  they  gave  him  a blow  on  the 


4 Head  with  a Hatchet,  of  which  he 
4 died  two  Hours  after,  like  a good 


4 Chriftian,  heartily  forgiving  his  Ene- 
4 mies  3 of  whole  Revenge  this  was  the 
4 firft  Effort. 


4 The  Day  being  ended,  and  M.  de 
4 La  Salle  not  feeing  his  Nephew  return, 
4 nor  his  Companions,  fpent  the  Night 
4 in  a ftrange  Perplexity:  The  next  day 
4 he  went  himlelf  to  the  Place,  where 
4 he  judg’d  that  they  might  have  been, 
4 and  was  loon  follow’d  by  Father 
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mfiajius,  his  Brother  and  his  Lacquey, 
neither  was  much  time  fpent,  ere  he 
found  the  Perfon  whom  he  fought 
for.  Por  being  arriv’d  in  a Meadow, 
fituated  on  the  fide  of  the  River  Mtjfif- 
(ipit  he  efpy’d  Lantelot' s Footman 
thro  the  Graft,  which  was  very  high, 
and  inftantly  ask’d  him  what  was 
become  of  DeMoranget  his  Nephew? 
The  Villain  impudently  anfwer’d  that 
he  might  go  look  him  on  the  Bank  ; 
and  indeed  the  Body  of  that  unfortu- 
nate young  Gentleman  lay  extended 
there,  and  twoVulturs  were  flutter- 
ing over  it,  to  get  their  Prey.  In 
the  mean  while  thofe  two  perfidious 
Wretches  lay  hid  in  the  Grafs,  with 
their  Fufees  ready  cockt*  and  as  M. 
de  la  Salle  was  drawing  near  the  Foot- 
man, to  chaftife  him,  he  was  fhot  in 
theHead  with  threeBalls, which  Lante- 
lot had  difc’narg’d  againft  him 5 where- 
upon he  fell  to  the  Ground  with  his 
Face  all  over  bloody.  Father  Ana- 
ftafim  and  his  Brother  having  heard 
the  Report  of  the  Gun,  immediately 
ran  to  him,  and  found  himdying,  but 
not  as  yet  altogether  deftitute  of 
Senfe  and  Knowledge.  Neither  did 
their  Grief  hinder  ’em  from  aififting 
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4 him  at  his  laft  Gafp,  at  lea  ft  with  re- 
4 fpe£t  to  the  Salvation  of  his  Soul  ! 
4 For  he  had  Time  and  Strength  fuffi- 
4 cient  to  make  his  Confeflion,  and  to 
4 offer  up  hitnfelf  to  God,  as  it  were  a 
4 folema  Sacrifice.  This  was  the  laft 
4 Effed  of  their  Rage,  and  the  Tragical 
4 end  of  our  Illuftrious  Hero,  and  of 
4 your  good  Friend. 

Thefe  laft  Words  ftruck  me  to  the 
Saikv ,a  i very  Heart,  infomuch,  that  I had  no 
Death  4 Strength  left  to  complain : I continu’d 
much  la-  t dumb  and  unmoveable  for  fbme  time$ 
merited  t kut  at  ]a^  violence  of  my  Grief, 

4 caufing  me  to  come  out  of  my  Con- 
4 fternation  by  the  means  of  a fuddain 
4 Flood  of  Tears : 4 O Heavens  r (laid  I) 
* fhall  I never  fee  M.  de  la  Salle  again? 
4 Alafs ! what  Hope,  what  Help  is 
4 there  now  left  me  ? What  will  be- 
4 come  of  all  thofe  blooming  Families, 
4 of  which  he  was  the  common  Father, 
4 the  main  Support,  and  the  only  Con- 
4 folation  ? What  a defperate  Condition 
4 are  they  in?  How  many  brave  Under- 
takings are  now  fpoil’cl,  and  how 
4 many  Perfons  are  ruin’d  by  the  Lofs 
‘ of  one  Angle  Man  ? Alafs ! is  it  pofti- 
4 ble  that  aPerfon  fb  venerable  for  his 
‘ Virtue ; and  fo  ufeful  to  France,  upon 
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Account  of  bis  great  Difcoveries  $ or 
that  a Man  fo  univerfally  refpetted, 
and  beloved  even  by  the  moft  barba- 
rous People,  fhould  be  maflacred  by 
his  own  Followers  ? Is  there  any  Pu- 
nifhment  fevere enough  for  thefe  Mur- 
derers ; 1 lay,  for  thole  wretched  Cai- 
tifs?  But  where  (hall  we  find ’em? 
Oh!  that  I could  difcover  ’em,  and 
bring  'em  to  condign  Punilhment. 
Their  Bufinefs  is  already  done  (then 
faid  Couture)  thofe  Villains  are  alrea- 
dy punifh’d,  if  their  Death  may  be 
thought  fufficient  to  expiate  their 
Guilt.  Alter  what  manner  (faid  I) 
did  the  Earth  open  to  {'wallow  ’em  up; 
ar  did  Heaven  ftrike  ’em  dead  with 
Thunder?  No,  Sir,  (reply’d  he) 
•heir  Comerades  did  ’em  Juftice. 
rhefe  profligate  Wretches,  after  they 
lad  perpetrated  that  horrid  Fa  ft,  de- 
er min’d  in  like  manner  to  deftroy  all 
he  reft,  that  they  might  not  leave 
my  Witneffes  of  their"  Crime  ; but 
die  two  Englifj  Men  feigning  to  e- 
poufe  their  Intereft,  and  to  juftifie 
heir  wicked  Aftion,  obtain’d  a Par- 
don for  the  Brother,  and  the  Nephew ' 
hat  furviv’d  their  Kinfman,  with 
-ea v e to  bury  the  two  dead  Bodies. 
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VVhilft  theie  two  affli&ed  Relations, 
and  the  good  Monk  were  employ’d  in 
performing  their  laft  Devoirs  to  the 
Deceafed,  thofe  perfidious  Villains  ran 
to  feize  on  the  reft  of  M.  de  La  Salle’ s 
Effe£ts  $ the  whole  Cargo  con  filling  in 
Ten  Horfes,  fome  pieces  of  Linnen- 
Cloth  and  Merchandizes,  to  the  value 
of  about  2000  Crowns.  As  foon  as 
they  had  taken  PdfTeffion  of  all  the 
Goods,  the  reft  of  the  Company  wa« 
oblig’d  to  make  a Vertue  of  Neceffity 
and  to  joyn  with  ’em.  The  Brothei 
and  the  Nephew,  who  had  redeem’c 
their  Life  by  filence,  and  by  a volunta 
ry  Refignation  of  every  thing,  weri 
likewife  forc’d  to  follow  the  Torrent 
Afterwards  they  arriv’d  at  the  Villagi 
of  the  Neuadhhes,  among  whom  dwel 
certain  French  Men,  who  bad  defertee 
M.  de  La  Salle  in  his  Life-time.  Thef 
People  perceiving  the  Arrival  of  thi 
new  Company,  very  well  arm’d,  anc 
moderately  accoutred,  were  no  lefs  o 
verjoy’d  to  fee ’em, than  the  French  were 
entertain’d  ’em  very  honourably;  ant 
at  the  firft  Salute  invited  ’em  to  be  theii 
Companions  in  their  Expedition  againf 
the  Quo  an  anti  no's.  It  being  requifite  t( 
fuit  themfelves  to  the  Time  3 and  tc 
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pomply  with  the  prefent  Exigency  of 
Affairs,  they  all  enter’d  into  that  Aflo- 
piation,  except  the  two  Caveliers,  and  the 
Father  Recolet. 
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j ■ ‘ In  the  mean  while  Lantelot  and 
£W,  who  fet  up  for  Commanders 
in  chief  of  the  Company,  took  up  their 
Lodging  apart ; abfolutely  difpos’d 
of  all  the  Eife&s  of  M.  de  La  Salle , at 
their  Pieafure;  diverted  themfelvesat 
his  Coftj  and  made  good  Cheer.  But 
the  departure  of  the  Savages  was  dai- 
ly expend.  The  Englifb  Man  and 
the  German,  that  had  no  (hare  in  the 
Spoils  of  the  Deceafed,  and  who  ne- 
verthelefs  hood  in  great  need  of  necef- 
fary  Accoutrements,  went  well  arm’d 
to  meet  their  pretended  Commanders 
in  their  I ent,  and  entreated  ’em  to 
take  Care  that  they  might  be  fupply’d 
ivith  fome  Linnen  for  their  new  Expe- 
dition* Lantelot  treated  ’em  ruddy ; 
he  Enghfh  Man  re-iterated  his  De- 
mands ; and  the  former  made  him  a 
econd  Denial,  with  much  more  Re- 
raftorinefs  than  before.  Whereupon  [,anreiot 
he  Englifi  Man  upbraiding  him,  laid.,  wDan 
rhou  art  a vile  Traytor  * then  hast  kill'd 
r.y  Majter  and  mine  5 and  at  that  very  Eogii/h 
nftant,  drawing  a Piftol  from  his and 
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Girdle,  he  {hot  three  Balls  into  his 
Reins,  and  laid  him  fprawling  on 
the  Ground.  Dan  immediately  ran 
to  his  Fulee,  but  the  German  foon 
ftopt  his  Career,  broke  his  Head,  and 
4 kill’d  him  outright.  Some  of  the 
4 Company  hearing  the  Noife,  rar 
4 towards  ’em  forthwith,  and  Fathei 
4 Anaftafins  found  one  ftone-dead,  anc 
4 the  other  dying He  confels’d  Lante 
4 lot,  who  was  M de  La  Salle's  Mur 
4 derer,  and  had  fcarce  given  him  Ab 
4 fblution,  when  a certain  French  Mas 
4 burnt  his  Hair  with  a Piftol-Shot 
4 without  Ball ; infomuch,  that  th 
4 Fire  inftantly  taking  hold  of  his  Shiri 
4 which  was  very  greafie,  the  mifera 
4 ble  Wretch  expir’d  amidft  the  Flame: 
Thus  thofe  wicked  Murderers  perilh’ 
according  to  their  Deferts,  whole  Crim 
was  of  too  deep  a Dye,  to  remain  Ion 
unpunifti’d,  and  ’tis  not  to  be  doubte 
that  thole  who  (hall  read  this  NarratiV' 
w ill  conceive  a juft  Indignation  again 
the  like  bloody  Affaffins. 

4 Afterwards  the  Enghfh  Man  ar 
4 the  German  made  themlelves  Malle 
4 of  their  Spoils,  and  offer’d  ’em  all  t 
‘ the  diferedon  of  the  two  M.  Cavelier 
4 who  only  took  as  much  as  was  nece 
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4 fary  for  their  Journey ; and  having 
4 left ’em  the  reft,  came  tome  in  the 
I4  Country  of  the  Akanceas.  They  were 
4 the  Uncle  and  the  Nephew,  accom- 
i"  pany’d  with  M.  de  la  Marne,  and  M. 
4 JonJlel , and  a Chaouwon  Savage,  and 
4 I had  all  thatl  have- related  from  their 
4 own  Mouth  : I was  alfo  an  Eye-wit- 
* nels  of  their  Lamentations  and  Tears; 

4 they  refted  Two  Days  in  your  Houle, 
4 and  on  the  third  following  they  let 
out  for  the  Jjlinois.  Thus,  Sir,  ihave 
' given  you  a particular  Account  of 
4 what  you  defir’d,  according  to  the 
4 be  ft  of  my  Knowledge. 

4 1 only  convers’d  (fa id  I then)  with 
4 the  Uncle  and  the  Father  Recolet,  but 
4 as  for  the  Nephew,  M.  JonJIel  and  the 
4 Chaomncu , I had  no  light  of  ’em.  As 
4 for  M . dt  la  Marne,  I remember  that 
4 M.  Cavelier  told  me,  that  he  was 
4 drown’d}  neverthelels,  I cannot  re- 
c cover  my  felf  from  my  Surprize, when 
! I reflect  on  theConftancy  and  Tran- 
' quillity  of  Mind,  with  which  he  relat- 
: ed  to  me  the  particularCircumftances 
of  his  wholeVoyage,and  all  his  Adven- 
tures. ’Fis  a common  Saying,  that 
deep  Sorrow  is  dumb,  and  ! dare  not 
call  in  queftion  the  Sincerity  of  his ; 
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4 but  I am  certain,  that  he  has  made  no 
4 Scruple  to  crois  the  Proverb.  He  had 
feme  occafion  to  ufe  Diffimulation  (re- 
ply’d  Coufiure')  4 He  was  willing  fome- 
4 what  to  allay  his  Grief,  by  the  telling 
4 of  long  Stories  3 and  befides,  he  had 
4 fame  By-ends,  and  fome  particular 
4 Reafons  for  fuch  a Deportment  at  that 
4 time. 

4 1 very  well  comprehend  your  mean- 
‘ iag  (faid  I)  he  was  defirous  to  bor- 
4 row  Money  of  me,  and  he  was  afraid, 
£ left  I fhould  refufe  to  lend  him  any,  ii 
4 he  inform'd  me  of  his  Brother’s  Death. 
4 But  alals ! I was  too  much  indebted  to 
4 his  Name  and  Family, to  deny  him  any 
4 thing.  Would  to  God  I had  nothing 
4 left  in  the  World,  and  had  not  loft  my 
4 honoured  Proteftor,  my  dear  Patron, 
4 and  my  raoft  faithfulFriend  / But  alafs! 
4 all  our  Lamentations  are  to  nopurpole: 
4 and  fince  we  cannot  repair  lb  great  a 
‘ Lois, let  us  at  lea  ft  armour  felves  with 
4 Patience,  let  us  alio  endeavour  to  bring 
4 to  Perfect  joo  what  he  has  fb  happily 
4 begun. 

At  that  very  inftant  I encourag’d  my 
felf  in  my  Refolution  to  make  another 
Voyage,  with  a Defign  not  only  to 
carry  Relief  to  thole  poor  French  Meo 

whe 
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who  were  abandon’d  on  the  Sea-fhoar, 
but  alfo  to*  undertake  fbme  new  Enter- 
prize,  that  might  afford  me  fome  Con- 
folation  for  the  Lofs  I had  fuftain’d. 

To  that  purpofe  I made  Preparations 
for  a new  Defcent  to  the  Seas,  and 
to  vifit  all  thole  Nations  that  were  late- 
ly difcover’d  by  M.  de  La  Salle , and 
mention’d  to  me  by  his  Brother. 

In  the  mean  while  I receiv’d  a Letter 
from  the  Marquis  D'  Encnville , our 
Governour ; the  Purport  of  which  was 
to  inform  me,  That  we  were  engag’d 
in  a War  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  w*r  *>>th 
by  which  he  gave  me  free  Liberty  to 
make  what  Attempts  I could  upon  ’em. 

This  Letter,  in  Conjun&ion  with  what 
M.  Cavelier  had  told  me  concerning 
thofe  Nations,  who  were  ready  to 
make  War  with  ’em,  animated  me  fb 
much  the  more  to  haften  my  Journey. 
Therefore  I let  out  Decetnb.  5.  A.  D. 

1687.  accompany’d  with  five  French 
Men,  four  Chaouanous , and  fbme  other 
Savages,  and  left  my  Coufin  De  Liette , 
Commander  of  Fort  St.  Lewis.  My 
firft  Journey  ended  in  the  Village  of  the 
Jflinois , and  I found  'em  lately  come 
back  from  an  Expedition  againft  di- 
0 4 vers 
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vers  Neighbouring  People,  from  whom 
they  carry’d  away  1 50  Prifoners. 

From  thence  I pafc’d  to  the  Cappa’s , 
who  gave  me  very  good  Entertain- 
ment, and  feme  time  after  the  Togingas 
and  Tor  mans  receiv’d  me  with  the  like 
Demonftration  of  Friend fhip  and  R.e- 
fpeft.  Then  the  Courfe  of  my  Jour- 
ney brought  me  to  the  Ojfotoues, where  I 
built  an  Houfe  for  the  Convenience  of 
Traffick.  There  I {pent  five  or  fix 
Days,  during  which,  I made  new  Pur- 
chaces,  and  encreas’d  my  Store  of  Pro- 
vifions.  I departed  from  my  Houfe  in 
the  Month  of  February,  1688.  and  after 
feme  Days  travelling  I got  up  again  to 
the  great  Village  of  Taemfas.  As  we 
were  purfuing  that  Journey,  one  of  my 
Chaouanous  being  attack’d  by  three  Cha- 
choamasi  kill’d  one  of  them,  and  him- 
felf  receiv’d  a (light  Wound  on  the  Pap, 
with  the  glancing,  of  an  Arrow.  But 
a far  greater  Difafler  bet'el  us  during 
that  Journey.  For  two  French  Men  of 
my  Company  ftragling  in  the  Woods 
to  hunt,  were  a (faulted  by  a Party  of 
Naches,  and  unfortunately  kill’d.  We 
were  fo  much  the  more  (enfible  of  this 
Indignity,  in  regard  that  ’twas  im- 
poffible  for  us  to  revenge  it,  not  being 

able 
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able  to  come  up  with  thole  Sa- 
lvages. 

Upon  our  Arrival  among  the  Taen-  A quarrel 
fas , the  principal  Elders  of  that  Na-  tlTr^ea. 
don  inform’d  me  of  the  Conteft  they  fa’s  and 
had  with  the  Nacbitoches , about  Salt, 
nf  which,  the  latter  would  not  fuf-  bout  salt. 
fer  ’em  to  have  any  fhare,  and  entreat- 
ed me  to  be  Mediatour  for  the  making 
up  of  their  Differences.  I readily  ac- 
cepted of  the  Office  * fo  that  Thirty 
Taenfas  having  joyn’d  our  Company, 
we  arriv’d  after  Eight  Days  march,  at 
the  Village  of  the  Nacbitoches.  This  Nati- 
on conftitutes  only  one  State  with  two 
others,  viz.  the  OuafitJs  and  the  Caps- 
cbh.  The  chief  Commanders  of  thele 
three  forts  of  People  being  met  toge- 
ther, they  cauled  me  to  fit  down  in 
the  middle  of  ’em ; but  the  Thirty 
Taenfa'sy  before  they  took  their  place, 
defir’d  Leave  to  go  to  the  Temple,  to 
implore  the  Affiftance  of  their  God, 
for  the  obtaining  a firm  Peace.  (Here 
’tis  obfervable  by  the  way,  that  the 
Sun  is  the  Deity  which  is  moll  com- 
monly ador’d  among  all  thole  People.) 
f herefore  thele  Taenfas  were  a£f ually 
“ondu&ed  to  the  Temple  ; and  after 
having  faid  their  Prayers,  werebrought 
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back  to  the  Affembly,  where  the] 
call’d  their  God  to  witnefs  the  Sincerit] 
of  their  Intentions,  as  to  the  matter  o 
Peace ; made  their  Prefents  to  the  three 
lever al  Nations;  and  nominated  me  fo 
Guarantee  of  their  Treaty.  Whereup 
on  I promoted  their  Intereft  as  far  a 
it  lay  in  my  Power,  making  the  bef 
of  their  Claim,  and  at  laft  broughi 
Matters  to  a good  Accommodation 
inlomuch,  that  the  Nachitoches promise 
to  fupply  ’em  with  Salt,  in  exchange 
for  their  Skins  and  Grains.  Upon  th 
breaking  up  of  the  Convention,  the] 
took  a reciprocal  Oath  to  maintaii 
Peace  and  an  Amicable  Correfpondeno 
one  with  another,  and  danc’d  the  Cain 
met,  according  to  the  ufual  Cuftom  o 
the  '^Americans.  Afterwards  I took  m j 
leave  of  both  thole  Nations. 

The  Nachitoches  provided  Five 
Guides  to  conduft  me  to  the  Village  o 
the  Tataches,  and  to  go  thither ; I wa 
oblig’d  to  pafs  on  the  River  Ottoroyfte 
about  30  Leagues.  During  our  Courfi 
we  found  fifteen  Cottages  of  the  N aches 
and  took  up  our  Lodging  amongft  'en 
that  Night,  continually  Handing  upoi 
our  Guard.  The  next  day,  having  mei 
with  Twelve  of  ’em  apart,  we  did  no 
. fpar 
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pare 'em,  but  reveng’d  the  Death  of 
)ur  French  Men,  whom  they  had  bar- 
paroufly  affaffinated.  After  having 
ravell’d  for  fome  Days,  we  arriv’d  in 
he  Territories  of  the  Tataches,  who  are 
mited  to  two  other  Nations,  that  make 
hree  Villages  together,  viz.  the  Yata- 
hes,  the  O-no dos,  and  the  Choyo’s.  As 
oon  as  they  had  notice  of  our  Arrival, 
hey  came  three  Leagues  to  meet  us, 
ind  brought  us  good  Provifions  for  our 
iiefrefhment.  Afterwards  we  went 
rnt  of  the  Champion  Country  to  their 
tillage,  and  the  chief  Elders  enter- 
:ain'd  us  at  feveral  Feafts.  Then  I 
nade  ’em  fome  Prefents,  and  defir’d 
hat  I might  have  Guides  to  conduct 
ne  to  the  Quod&diquio  s.  They  made 
i great  deal  of  difficulty  to  grant  me 
my,  by  reafon  that  three  Days  ago 
hey  maflacred  three  of  their  Ambaffa^ 
iors  5 neverthelefs,  by  the  means  of 
antreaties  and  Proteftations  to  defend 
em,  they  were  at  laft  prevail’d  upon  to 
lurnilh  us  with  five. 

When  we  drew  near  the  three  Vil- 
ages,  we  difcern’d  the  Tra&s  of  Horfes 
ind  Men  on  the  Road,  and  indeed  in 
he  Morning  divers  Horfemen  appear'd, 
md  offer’d  to  convey  us  thither.  I 
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was  attended  with  20  Fufileers,  wel 
arm’d,  and  fo  in  a Condition  to  keej 
thofe  Savages  in  awe.  I had  no  foonei 
enter’d  the  Village,  but  a certain  Wo 
■ man,  who  held  the  firft  Rank  in  tha 
Country,  made  an  Addrefs  to  me,  am 
importun’d  me  to  revenge  her  Hus 
band’s  Death,  who  was  kill’d  by  tb< 
Yataches.  A little  while  after  anothe 
Woman' came  to  me,  to  make  the  farm 
Complaint,  and  they  apparently  wen 
the  Wives  of  thofe  Ambaffadors,  whon 
the  Yataches  had  affaffinated  not  lon| 
before.  Ail  the  People  feem’d  to  lx 
concern’d  at  their  Death}  and  forafmucl 
as  they  were  very  foliicitous  about  tha 
Affair,  I made  a Promife  both  to  th< 
Widows,  and  to  the  People,  to  take 
Vengeance  for  the  Murder  of  theii 
Husbands  and  Ambaffadors.  Thei 
they  conduced  me  to  their  Temple 
wafh’d  my  Face  with  Water,  befort 
they  permitted  me  to  enter;  and  aftei 
having  pray’d  to  God  for  the  fpace  o 
one  quarter  of  an  Hour,  they  led  rm 
back  into  the  Cottage  of  one  of  theft 
Women,  where  I was  magnificently 
entertain’d.  There  I was  inform’d, 
that  the  Seven  French  Men,  who  were 
Separated  from  Cavelier  y after  the  Death 

oi 
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Ipf  M.  de  la  Salle , were  ftill  living  among 
th eNouadiches.  I Was  extremely  delight- 
led  with  this  piece  of  News,  and  hop’d 
to  put  an  end  to  my  Evils,  if  I could 
bnce  find  means  to  meet  ’em  again. 
Therefore  having  pafs’d  the  reft  of  the 
Day  among  the  Quadodi quids,  I en- 
treated ’em  to  furnifh  me  with  Guides, 
and  affur’d  ’em,  That  at  my  Return  I 
would  either  oblige  the  Tatacbes  to  give 
"era  Satisfa&ion,  or  I would  require 
Blood  for  Blood  at  their  Hands. 

The  Quodadiquio  s are  united  to  two  people  a- 
other  Nations,  viz.  the  Napgitoche’s  and 
the  Najjonis , whole  Territories  are  fi-  er‘ 
mated  on  the  red  River.  Theft  three 
Nations  (peak  the  fame  Language,  yet 
their  Affemblies  are  not  conven’d  by 
Villages,  but  by  Habitations,  very  re- 
mote one  from  another.  Their  Coun- 
tries are  very  fine,  affording  abundance 
of  Game,  and  variety  of  Fifh  5 but  there 
are  very  few  Oxen.  Theft  People 
maintain  cruel  Wars  againft  theirNeigh- 
bours ; infomocb,  that  their  Villages  are 
not  very  populous-  They  all  have  ve- 
ry fine  Horfts,  which  they  call  Cava/Ii - 
os.  The  Men  and  Women  have'their 
Faces  prick’d,  and  even  all  the  other 
Parts  of  their  Bodies : And  indeed  the 

Fan- 
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FantafticalHumours  of  Men  is  altogethei 
unaccountable, ficce  that  which  is  look’d 
upon  as  Deformity  in  one  Country,  paf 
fes  for  Beauty  in  another.  Their  Ri- 
ver is  call’d  the  Red,  becaufe  it  actually 
™?vfrecl  throws  up  abundance  of  Sand,  which 
renders  it  as  red  as  Blood. 

I let  out  from  thence  April  6.  A.  D, 
1690.  with  two  Slaves,  who  were  my 
Guides,  for  the  Country  of  the  Noua- 
diches.  As  we  were  travelling  on  the 
Road,  we  met  with  certain  Savages  of 
that  Nation  a hunting,  who  affur’d  us, 
that  they  had  left  our  French  Men  at 
home,  which  was  very  joyful  News  to 
me,  but  at  the  fame  time  1 had  the 
Misfortune  to  lofe  a young  French  Man 
of  my  Retinue ; He  found  meafls  to 
return  three  Days  after,  but  without 
his  Snap* lack,  where  I had  put  the  befl: 
part  of  my  Provifions,  which  created 
me  a great  deal  of  trouble.  However, 
not  thinking  fit  to  take  any  notice  of 
his  Negleft,  we  took  up  our  Quarters 
that  Night  within  half  a League  of  the 
Village  of  the  Nomdiches,  where  the 
principal  Elders  came  forth  to  meet  us. 
I inftantly  enquir’d  of  ’em  after  our 
French  Men,  and  they  anfwer’d,  that 
they  were  in  good  Health  ; but  foras- 
much 
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pnuch  as  they  were  not  to  be  feen,  I 
could  promife  my  lelf  no  Good  by  it. 
fThe  next  day,  being  arriv’d  at  their 
Village,  and  none  of  ’em  appearing, 

Ef  Sufpicion  was  ftill  increas’d.  The 
ief  Governors  of  the  Nation  did  not 
1 to  offer  me  the  Calumet ; but  I re- 
i’d  to  accept  of  any  thing  at  their 
inds,  till  they  had  produc’d  th eFrench 
en.  When  they  perceiv’d  that  I per- 
uited  in  my  Refblution,  they  confefs’d 
that  our  French  Men  having  accompa- 
ny’d  ’em  in  the  War  againft  the  Spani- 
ards, were  futrounded  by  the  Horfe  5 
that  three  of  ’em  were  kill’d;  and  that 
the  other  four  retiring  to  the  Quoan&n- 
r in<?s , they  never  heard  any  Tidings  of 
em  fince  that  time.  I reply’d,  That 
;ertainly  they  themfelves  had  murder’d 
'em  5 they  deny’d  it  ftiffly,  and  foras- 
much as  I inceffantly  accus’d ’em,  their 
Wives  fell  a weeping,  and  made  me 
underftand  by  their  Tears,  that  the  In- 
formation concerning  their  Death  was 
;oo  true. 

The  JSJouadiches  us’d  their  utmoft  Ef- 
forts to  clear  themfelves,  and  ofterd 
me  the  Calumet  a fecond  time ; I told 
’em  that  I would  not  accept  of  it,  till  I 
were  thoroughly  convinc’d  of  their  In- 
nocence 
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nocence  as  to  that  Point,  and  that  never- 
thelefs  if  I could  be  (erviceable  to  ’em 
in  any  thing,  they  fhould  find  my  Fi- 
delity inviolable.  The  chief  Com- 
mander anfwer’d  my  kind  Expreffions* 
with  a Prefent  of  Ten  fine  Horfes,  well 
harnels’d,  and  I gave  him  feven  Hat- 
chets, with  a Set  of  Glafles. 

We  left  their  Country  May  29.  and 
advanc’d  within  a Days  Journey  of  the 
Palaqaeffons,  where  we  were  inform’d 
that  the  laft  Colony  eftablifh'd  by  M. 
de  la  Salle,  on  the  Coaft  of  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico,  not  having  been  able  to 
maintain  it  felf  inaperfe£t  Union,  was 
quite  difpers’d  ; that  fome  were  inter- 
mixed with  the  Savages,  and  that  o- 
thers  found  Means  to  get  to  the  French 
Plantations  in  other  Places.  There- 
fore not  judging  it  expedient  to  leek 
for  ’em  where  they  were  no  longer  to 
be  found,  I took  a Relolution  to  re- 
turn the  fame  way  I came.  In  the 
mean  while  I endeavour’d  to  pafs  to 
the  Village  of  C^roas,  but  a prodigious 
Inundation  happening,  by  reafon  of  the 
extraordinary  Rains,  which  continu’d 
for  Three  Days  fucce (lively,  we  were 
involv’d  in  the  greateft  Streight  imagi- 
nable : For  the  Water  every  where 
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rofe  up  to  the  middle  Leg  at  leaft ; in- 
omuch,  that  we  were  forc’d  to  fleepj 
md  to  makeFires  on  thickTrees,and  we 
hought  our  felves  happy,  in  being  then 
Provided  with  Calfave,  Beef  and  Veni- 
on : We  continu’d  three  or  four  Days 
n this  forlorn  Condition,  but  as  good 
_,uck  would  have  it,  we  dilcover’d  a 
mall  Ifland,  which  the  Waters  had  not 
.s  yet  overflow’d,  and  we  retir’d  thi- 
her  for  a Day  and  a Night : Our  Hor- 
es  were  fomewhat  recruited  there,  and 
he  Ground  being  fuddenly  dry’d  by  the 
:xceflive  Heat  of  the  Seafon,  and  of  the 
Climate,  we  got  up  in  a Days  Journey 
o the  Village  of  Ceroas. . I cannot  fuf-  Coroas,  # 
iciently  exprels  the  noble  Entertain-  s^oJee 
nent  we  met  with  among  thole  People, 
vho  employ’d  leveral  Perlbns  every 
lay  in  Hiking  and  hunting,  on  purpofe 
b treat  us,  and  fupply’d  us  with  ahun- 
lance  of  Pullets,  Geefe,  Pigeons  and 
rurkeys.  But  that,  which  redoubled 
ny  Joy  is,  that  two  of  thofe  French 
Aen,  whom  I fought  for  among  the 
■ Jouadiches , were  luckily  found  here  ; 
nd  that  I had  fo  favourable  an  Opport- 
unity to  re-unite  ’em  to  my  Com- 
pany. 
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I took  my  leave  of  the  Coro  as , Jul- 
aof£.and  arriv’d  on  the  %itb.m  the  Ter 
ritones  of  the  ^Akcmce£sy  where  I wa 
feiz  d with  a Fever,  which  oblig’d  m 
to  flay  there  till  Auguji  1$.  After 
had  a little  recover’d  my  Strength, 
fet  forward  again  in  my  Journey  t< 
the  Country  of  the  ljlhois,  and  arriv’< 
there  in  the  Month  of  September.  Thu 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  betweei 
the  Taeufa'i  and  the  Nachitoches  ; th 
pleafure  of  being  moft  kindly  enter 
tain’d  by  all  the  Savage  People;  an 
the  Satisfaction  of  bringing  back  tw 
French  Men,  whom  I had  given  ove 
for  loft ; were  the  Fruits  of  my  lal 
Voyage. 

By  this  Relation  one  may  take  ai 
eftimate  of  the  Riches  and  Beauty  c 
all  thole  Countries,  inhabited  by  f 
many  People,  that  are  all  in  a manne 
already  brought  under  Subjection,  an 
who  have  a perfeCt  Idea  of  the  Gran 
deur  of  our  Monarch.  It  cannot  b 
conceiv’d  how  much  that  Continent  a 
bounds,  as  well  in  all  forts  of  Graf 
and  Fruit,  as  in  variety  of  Cattel.  Ti 
furrounded  on  ailfides  with  great  Seas 
the  Shoars  of  which  are  very  deep 
and  feem  to  prefent  us  with  natura 
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Ports;  infbmuch,  that  three  or  four 
Havens  on  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  would 
undoubtedly  fecure  for  us  the  Polfeflion 
of  thole  Territories.  The  French  are 
generally  fo  well  belov’d,  that  to  make 
themleives  Mailers  of  ’em,  they  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  fettle  there  incon- 
tinently, and  to  plant  their  Colonies. 
What  is  wanting,  may  be  tranfported 
thither  by  our  VelTels ; as  in  like  man- 
ner, what  is  wanting  in  our  Country, 
may  be  brought  us  from  thence.  For 
rom  thofe  Parts  we  have  our  principal 
Stores  of  Skins  5 we  might  alio  get 
silks,  Timber  for  Ships,  and  divers  o- 
her  Commodities.  If  there  be  a Icarci- 
y of  Corn  and  Wine,’tis  lefs  occafion’d 
>y  the  defett  of  the  Soil,  than  for  want 
f the  Improvement  of  Husbandry, 
ttfftly,  to  procure  all  the  Treafures  of 
a ture,  ’tis  only  requifite  to  bellow 
>n  ie  Pains  in  Peeking  for  ’em,  and  to 
-nprove  ’em  when  found.  Such  is  the 
hate  of  Affairs  in  that  Country:  God 
;rant  that  a happy  and  lading  Peace 
nay  loon  put  us  in  Poffeffion,  and  le- 
ure  us  in  the  Enjoyment  of  thele  Ad- 
antages. 
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A LETTER  to  Mon  four 


* * * * 


SIR, 

Have  at  lafi  receiv’d  the  Relation  of 
the  Voyage , made  by  Cap*»  Montau- 
and,  commonly  call’d  Montauban,  and 
1/  have  fent  it  you  printed.  Tou  will  ad- 
mire without  all  Doubt , as  Well  as  1 , how 
by  the  means  of  his  fingular  Prudence  and 
Courage , he  extricated  himfilf  from  thofe 
weighty  Prejfures , under  which  any  other 
Per  [on  in  bis  Circumjlances , would  have 
unavoidably  perifisd  : Tou  may  alfo  call 
to  Mind  in  reading  the  beginning  of  this 
Narrative , that  you  had  a fight  offome  of 
his  Seamen  at  Bordeaux,  A*  D.  1694. 
from  whence  he  fit  out  the  next  Tear  to 
undertake  the  Voyage , of  which  he  here 
gives  us  a particular  Account. 

He  gave  chace  to  divers  Ships  that  he 
met  during  his  Courfe , and  engag’d  at 
Cape  Verd,  with  a Frigat  of  34  Pieces  of 
Ordnance.  At  St.  John’s  Cape  he  came 
up  with  an  Englith  VeJJel  of  20  Guns , 
and  took,  her  after  a / mall  Engagement. 
Afterwards  he  took  a Caper  of  Branden- 
? 4 burg. 
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burg,  and  fleer'd  bit  Courfe  to  Angola. 
At  last  he  difcover d the  Englifb  Guard- 
Ship , arm'd  with  54  Pieces  of  Cannon 
near  the  Coafl , and  fought  her  during  five 
or  fix  Hours , till  they  both  came  to  board- 
ing with  great  Fury.  But  when  he  was 
juft  ready  to  mafter  her,  the  EngliOb  Cap- 
tain fet  fire  to  his  whole  ftore  of  Powder, 
and  both  the  Ships  were  blown  up  into  the 
Air , with  a mofl  dreadful  Noife  am 
Havock. 

You  may  have  the  fat  is f aid  ion  to  ta\t 
a view  of  fo  terrible  a Shipwreck  in  thi: 
Narrative , as  it  were  on  the  Sea  jhoar 
andtoobferve  how  Capt.  Montauban  makes 
his  Ffcape  with  Fifteen  or  Sixteen  of  his 
Men.  He  fuffer'd  Hunger  above  Three 
Days , and  at  /aft  arriv'd  at  Cape  de 
Lopez-)  where  he  went  to  viftt  the  Kjng 
of  the  Country  : He  has  given  us  a De* 
fcription  of  the  Court  and  Kingdom  of  that 
Prince ; treating  at  the  fame  time  of  his 
Religion , and  forming  a ProjeB  for  the 
eftablifhing  of  the  Roman*Catholick  in 
thofe  P arts.  He  flood  Godfather  to  the 
King's  Grand- fan,  by  his  Son  Prince 
Thomas , and  embark’d  in  a Portu- 
guefe  Feffel,  to  return  to  Europe.  An 
Engliflh  Man  of  his  Acquaintance  took  him 
on  board  his  Ship , and  convey’d  him  to 
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Barbadoes,  where  he  was  confin'd  in  a 
Chamber  by  the  Order  of  M.  Ruflel,  Go- 
vernors of  the  Englifh  Jfiand.  After- 
wards he  was  fet  at  Liberty,  and  tran- 
fported  to  Marti nica,  where  he  was  pre- 
sent at  the  Death  of  M.  de  Blenac,  Ge- 
neral of  the  F rench  ljlands.  From  thence 
he  pafs'd  over  into  France,  and  continu'd 
very  doubtful  whether  he  fhould  try  his 
Fortune  again  by  Sea  or  not. 

All  thefe  Particulars  (Sir)  are  related 
in  fo  plain  and  natural  a Style , that  you 
may  clearly  difcern  the  Integrity  andGene- 
rofity  of  the  Author.  Indeed  it  muft  bs 
acknowledg'd  that  Sailers  and  other  Per- 
fons,  taken  up  with  the  Management  of 
Maritime  Affairs,  are  nothing  near  fo  po- 
lite, as  thofe  that  have  Employments  on 
the  Land , by  reaf on  that  they  do  not  keep 
fo  much  Company,  and  have  not  an  oppor- 
tunity of  converfing  fo  frequently  with  the 
more  refin'd  Wits  of  the  Age  ; but  to  snake 
amends  for  this  Defetf,  they  are  ge- 
nerally a great  deal  more  (incere.  There- 
fore you  need  not  fear,  lefi  a Sea- Captain 
fisould  impofe  on  your  Credulity : Befides, 
1 have  often  heard  him  making  a Narra- 
tion of  the  fame  Voyage,  yet  never  could 
perceive  him  to  vary  in  the  leafi  Circum- 
fiance  3 infomuch , that  the  Candour  and 


free  Air , with  which  he  was  wont  to  relate 
the  brave  Si  A&ions  that  were  perform’d  in 
the  Engagements , would  foon  perfuade  his 
Hearers  to  believet  that  what  he  J, aid  was 
certainly  true.  Neither  did  he  write  this 
Narrative  thro ’ Ofientation,  fince  he  him - 
felf fufficiently  declares  in  the  beginning 
of  it,  that  he  did  it  only  to  give  an  Account 
of  his  Expeditions  to  a Minijler  of  State. 
Lattly,  if  yon  fill  doubt  of  the  Fight , in 
which  the  Sieur  de  Montauban  fufer’d 
Shipwreck , you  cannot  but  remember  that 
you  have  read  it  in  the  Gazettes  of  the 
Month  of  September  or  O&ober,  of  the 
prefent  Tear. 

I am, 

SIR, 

Your  molt  Humble,  and 
molt  Obedient  Servant, 


A 
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RELATION 

O F T H E 

VOYAGE 

OF  THE 

Sieur  de  Montauban , 

Captain  of  the  French  Privateers, 
on  the  Coafts  of  Guinea , A.  D.  169  5. 

r A F T E R having  been  fo  often  made 
l\  fenfible  of  the  Malignant  Influences 
J.  i of  the  Planet  that  governs  at  Sea  ; 
and  having,  by  the  means  of  a crofs  For- 
tune, loft  all  the  Goods  which  I had  gather’d 
together,  with  fo  great  Care  and  Pains,  I 
ihould  take  no  Delight  in  calling  to  Mind  the 
Misfortunes  that  put  an  end  to  my  laftExpe- 
dition  5 were  it  not  that  the  Defire  of  being 
ftill  more  ferviceable  to  the  Publick,  and  to 
Private  Perfons,  as  alfo  to  teftifie  to  his  Ma- 
jefly  the  fervent  Zeal  I had  for  his  Service, 
did  not  oblige  me  to  fet  Pen  to  Paper,  to 

give 
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give  fome  Account  of  my  Obfervations  to 
M.Phelipeaux , in  which  he  may  difcern  with 
what  Earneftnefs  I penetrated  into  the  molt 
remote  Colonies  of  the  Enemies,  to  deftroy 
’em,  and  to  ruin  their  Commerce. 

I was  not  willing  to  enlarge  this  Relation 
with  an  Account  of  all  the  Voyages  I made 
and  of  all  the  particular  Adventures  that  be- 
fell me  on  the  Coafts  of  the  New  Spain , Car- 
thagtna , Mexico , Florida , New-Tork , New- 
England , Newfoundland , the  Canary  Iflqnds, 
and  Cape  Verd , where  I cruis’d  up  and  down 
above  Twenty  Years,  having  begun  to  fol- 
low the  pradice  of  Navigation  at  the  Age  of 
Sixteen.  I might  alfo  add  the  Expedition  of 
the  Year  1691 . in  which,  being  Commander 
of  the  Ship,  call’d  The  Machine,  I ravag’d  the 
Coafts  of  Guinea , enter’d  the  great  River  of 
Serrelion , feiz’d  on  the  Fort  of  the  Englijh, 
in  which  there  were  80  pieces  of  Cannon, 
and  caus’d  ’em  to  be  blown  up,  that  they 
might  not  be  refitted : But  I will  confine  my 
felf  to  the  Narrative  of  my  lalt  Voyage,  be- 
caufe  ’cis  the  lateft,  and  that  which  is  ftill 
frelh  in  Memory,  as  having  been  made 
known  publickly  by  the  Report  that  was 
fpread  abroad  in  France  and  elfewhere,  about 
the  firing  of  my  Ship,  ai)d  the  blowing  me 
up  into  the  Air,  after  fo  prodigious  a man- 
ner. 

In  the  Year  1684.  after  having  ravag’d 
theCoaft  of  C arrack  1 got  the  Wind  to  Santa 
Cruz, , and  was  inform’d  there,  that  a Con- 
voy of  Ships  was  to  fet  out  from  the  Iflands 

of 
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of  Barba  does  and  Nevis  for  England.  Where- 
upon 1 was  oblig’d  to  go  to  the  Latitude  of 
Bermudas , with  a Defign  to  feize  on  that 
fmall  Fleet,  and  in  hopes  of  getting  a good 
Prize.  I was  no  fooner  arriv’d,  but  they 
appear’d  fleering  diredly  towards  me,  with- 
out any  manner  of  Fear-,  but  I attack’d  the 
Convoy,  call’d  the  Wolf,  with  two  other 
Merchant-Ships,  laden  with  Sugar ; the  reft 
having  found  means  to  efcape,  during  the 
Fight.  As  I was  carrying  off  this  Prize,  I 
met  with  another  Englifh  Veflel  of  Sixteen 
Guns,  that  came  from  Spain , and  was  like- 
wife  failing  for  England:  She  furrender’d 
after  a flight  Engagement,  and  I convey’d 
her  to  Rochel , where  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
adjudg’d  her  to  me  as  lawful  Prize.  After 
having  fold  her,  I brought  my  three  other 
Ships  to  Bordeaux , where  I arriv’d  in  the 
Month  of  September , A.  D.  1694.  Thefe 
were  in  like  manner  allow’d  to  be  good 
Prize,  and  I immediately  fought  for  Mer- 
chants to  difpofe  of  ’em. 

In  the  mean  while  my  Free-Booters,  who 
had  not  feen  France  for  a long  time,  being 
now  arriv’d  in  a great  City,  in  which  Vo- 
luptuoufnefs  and  Luxury  are  predominant, 
were  defirous  to  make  themfelves  fome  a- 
mends  for  the  Fatigues  they  had  endue’ d, 
during  fo  long  an  Abfence  from  their  Na- 
tive Country : Infomuch,  that  they  rio- 
toufly  wafted  vaft  Sums  of  Money,  and 
gave  way  to  all  Actions  of  Extravagance. 
The  Merchants  and  Victuallers  made  no 
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fcruple  to  truft  ’em,  or  to  fupply  ’em  with 
whatever  they  defir’d,  upon  the  Reputation 
of  their  Wealth,  and  the  Report  that  was 
given  out  in  the  City,  with  reference  to  the 
great  Prizes  in  which  they  had  a Share. 
Thus  they  pafs’d  all  the  Nights  in  variety 
of  Divertifements,  and  the  Days  in  running 
about  the  Streets  in  Mafquerade , caufing 
themfelves  to  be  carry’d  in  Chairs,  with 
lighted  Torches  at  Noon-day  .•  This  Ex- 
cefs  of  Debauchery  deftroy’d  fome  of  ’em, 
and  four  others  deferted  me;  fo  that  per- 
ceiving that  I loft  my  Men,  notwithftanding 
all  my  Precaution,  and  all  the  Prohibitions 
that  1 could  make,  I determin’d  to  retire 
from  the  City  as  foon  as  ’twas  poffible,  to 
prelerve  the  reft  of  my  Company. 

At  firft  I fill’d  up  again  the  Vacancy  of 
thofe  that  were  loft,  by  an  equal  number  of 
young  Men  of  Bordeaux , who  in  a fhort  time 
were  as  capable  of  playing,  their  Parts  as 
the  oldeft.  And  indeed,  I always  take  a 
particular  Care  to  inftruft  my  Men  in  the 
belt  manner  of  firing  a Piece,  and  the  fre- 
quent Exercife,  with  which  I ufually  train 
’em  up,  with  in  a little  while,  renders ’em  as 
expert  in  Ihooting  right  at  a Mark,  and  in 
handling  their  Arms,  as  the  molt  ancient 
Free- hooters  of  the  Sea,  and  the'moft  skil- 
ful Hunters  on  Land. 

After  having  vidtuali’d  my  Ship,  which 
carry ’d  about  34  Pieces  of  Ordnance,  I fet 
out  from  Bordeaux  in  the  Month  of  Februa- 
ry%  A D . 1695.  with  a Defign  to  cruife  on 
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the  Coafts  of  Guinea , in  Africa.  To  that 
purpofe  I pafs’d  to  the  Iflands  Azores,  which 
lie  in  the  37th.  Degree  of  Latitude,  and 
rov’d  up  and  down  duringEightDays,without 
difcovering  any  thing.  From  thence  I 
fleer’d  to  the  Canary  Iflands,  fituated  in  the 
25th.  Degree,  and  defcry’d  the  Pike  of  Te- 
nerijf  at  a very  greatdiftance,which  is  reput- 
ed to  be  the  higheft  Mountain  in  theWorid. 

’Tis  reported  that  thofe  Iflands  took  their 
Name  from  Doggs , call’d  Canes  in  Latin , 
great  Numbers  of  which  were  found  there 
by  the  Fortuguefes.  I fail’d  round  about  ’em 
for  Fourteen  Days,  to  wait  for  certain 
Dutch  Vefleis,  which  ( as  I was  inform’d  ) 
were  to  come  that  way  ; and  indeed,  they 
actually  appear’d,  but  enter’d  the  Port  be- 
fore l could  come  up  with ’em  ; which  Dif- 
appointment  oblig’d  me  to  fleer  my  Courfe 
for  Cafe  Blanc , and  the  Iflands  of  Cafe  Verdt  - 
which  lie  between  the  1 4.  and  the  1 8. Degree 
of  Southern  Latitude.  Upon  my  Arrival,  i 
met  with  two  Englijh  Ships  riding  at  Anchor 
in  the  Road  of  the  Iflsnd  of  May.  I fent  out 
my  Shallop  to  difcover  ’em-,  and  forafmuch 
as  Ihe  brought  me  word,  that  they  were  Pri- 
vateers or  Interlopers,  of  30  Guns  apiece,  I 
took  a Refolution  to  take  ’em  by  boarding; 
and  therefore  tack’d  about,  to  make  up  to 
’em  : But  whilft  I was  running  a Courfe  on 
one  of  the  Points  of  the  Ifland,  thofe  Vefleis 
did  not  flay  till  I had  tack’d  about  again; 
but  fufpedting  my  Defign,  they  fpeedily  fet 
fail,  leaving  their  Cables,  Anchors  and  Shal- 
lops on  the  Road.  I 
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I purfu’d  ’em  all  that  day  ; but  the  Night 
approaching,  I loft  the  fight  of ’em,  and  re- 
turn’d to  the  Road,  from  whence  they  fet 
out,  to  hoift  up  the  Cables  and  Anchors* 
and  to  fink  the  Shallops,  to  which  they 
were  fatten’d.  Afterwards  1 fteer’d  my 
Courfe  to  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  to  pay 
my  Ship,  and  to  take  in  frefh  Water  and 
Wood.  This  Ifland  is  one  of  thofe  of  Cafe 
Verdt  or  Green-Head , where  I flay’d  Eight 
Days,  and  at  the  end  of  that  Term,  having 
receiv’d  Information  from  a Portuguefe  Bark, 
that  there  were  two  English  Privateers  of 
20  or  30  Guns  at  the  Ifland  of  Fuogo , one 
of  which  was  refitting,  by  reafon  of  an  En- 
gagement Ihe  had  with  another  Privateer,  I 
immediately  weigh’d  Anchor,  and  made 
that  Ifland, which  is  not  very  far  diftant  from 
thofe  of  St.  Vincent , hoping  to  meet  with  the 
Enemies  there  ; but  upon  my  Arrival  I was 
inform’d  by  the  Formguefes , that  they  had 
left  the  faid  Ifland  de  Fuogo, five  Days  before, 
in  the  Night,  yvithout  giving  any  notice  of 
their  Courfe.  Whereupon  1 fteer’d  mine  to 
the  Coafts  of  Guinea,  and  touch’d  firft  at  the 
Gape  of  three  Ppints,  where  I met  with  the 
Guard-Ship  which  was  a Dutch  Frigat  of  34 
Pieces  of  Ordnance,  and  was  cfuifing  on  the 
Main.  She  did  not  fail  to  defer y me,  and 
forthwith  fail’d  diredtly  towards  me,  to 
make  a Dilcovery : Forafmuch  as  I alfo  had 
a fight  of  her,  and  wilh’d  for  an  Opportu- 
nity to  fight  her,  I caus’d  a Dutch  Flag  to 
be  fet  up,  to  avoid  difheartning  her,  and  to 
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give  her  Liberty  to  draw  near  within  ray 
Cannon-Shot.  When  I perceiv’d  her  to  be 
near  enough,  I put  out  the  French  Colours 
and  made  a Signal  to  her  to  ftrike  Sail ; but 
(he  incontinently  let  fly  a Broad-fide  at  me 
with  a great  deal  of  Courage,  and  receiv’d 
mine  in  like  manner.  Thus  we  continu’d 
battering  one  another,  from  Morning,  till 
Four  a Clock  In  .the  Afternoon:  Neither 
was  I able  to  get  the  Weather-gage,  nor  to 
come  to  a clofe  Engagement,  to  make  ufe 
of  my  Bucanier  Fulees  to  good  purpole,  in 
which  confifts  the  principal  Force  of  our 
Privateers,  nor  to  hinder  her,  by  the 
means  of  the  Advantage  of  the  Wind,  which 
fheftill  kept  over  me,  from  calling  Anchor 
under  the  Fort  of  the  Cape  of  the  three  • 
Points  •,  where  there  were  alfo  two  other 
Dutch  Men  of  War,  one  of  which  carry’d  14 
Guns,  and  the  other  28. 

I was  apt  to  believe  at  firfl,  thatthofe 
three  Ships  would  joyn  together  in  quell  of 
me  } fo  that  I tack’d  round  about  during  a 
whole  Day,  to  wait  for  ’em,  and  call  An- 
chor within  a League  of  the  Road,  hoping 
that  at  laft  the  Shame  of  feeing  themfelves 
infulted  over,  after  fuch  a manner,  would 
excite  ’em  to  endeavour  to  revenge  the  Af- 
front. But  all  thefe  Efforts  were  in  vain, 
and  apparently  the  Guard-Ship  was  too 
much  di fabled  to  Hand  in  need  of  a lecond 
Engagement.  A fmall  Portugutfe  Veflel  that 
pafs’d  by  foon  after,  gave  me  tounderftand, 
that  thofe  Ships  were  the  fame,  that  had 
Q.  oblig’d 
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oblig’d  the  Sieur  Roy , Commander  of  the 
King’s  Pink,  call’d  the  Deep,  to  abandon 
the  Coaft,  which  was  afterwards  confirm’d 
by  the  Sieur  Roy  himfelf,  at  the  Prince’s  I- 
fland,  where  we  happen’d  to  meet. 

Thus  having  perceiv’d,  that  the  Enemiei 
refus’d  to  fight,  and  judging  that  it  would 
be  difadvantageous  to  me  to  attack  ’em  urn 
der  the  Cannon  of  the  Fort  \ I took  a Refo- 
lution  to  go  to  Cape  de  Lopez. , and  to  th< 
Iflands  of  the  Prince,  and  of  St.  Thomas.  Bj 
the  way,  I went  to  difcover  ,St.  John's  Cape 
which  is  on  the  Continent  of  Guinee , a: 
well  as  that  of  the  three  Points,  and  I lucki 
ly  met  with  an  English  Ship  of  20  Guns,  la 
den  with  350  Negro’s,  Elephants  Teeth 
and  Wax.  It  coll  me  no  great  trouble  r.< 
take  her,  and  the  Captain  told  me  that  h< 
came  from  Ardra , where  he  took  on  boarc 
550  Negro’s,  fomeof  whom  he  caus’d  t« 
be  put  to  Death,  for  revolting  againll  th< 
Ship’s  Crew,  and  others  made  their  Efcap< 
to  Land  in  his  Shallop,  which  they  had  ta 
ken  away.  Ardra  is  one  of  the  principa 
Towns  of  Guinee , fituated  on  the  Sea-lho^r 
being  the  ufual  Place  of  Refidence  of  j 
Prince,  who  governs  a large  Trad  of  Tam 
in  that  Country. 

From  thence  I pafs’d  -te- -the Prince’s  I- 
Hand,  in  the  fight  of  which  I took  a fmal 
Caper  of  Brandenburg , arm’d  with  Eighi 
Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  70  Men : She  wa: 
wont  to  cruife  in  that  Latitude,  and  to  feiz< 
on  fmall  Barks  that  pafs’d  by  that  way. 

withdul 
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-without  any  Diftinftion  of  Nation  or  Co- 
Jours.  Afterwards  I enter’d  the  Harbour 
to  caufe  my  Ship,  which  was  very  foul  to’ 
be  cleans’d,  and  to  difpatch  th eEmlijh  Prize 
I had  taken  juft  before : I fent  her  to  S t.Dol 
mngo,  in  America,  to  be  condemn’d  there 
under  the  Command  of  the  Sieur  deNave  with 
a fufhcient  number  of  Men,  whom  I ’to ok 
out  of  my  own  Ship.  But  I was  inform’d 
Jome  time  after,  that  ihe  was  retaken  by 
ceitain  Englijh  Men  of  War,  who  were  be- 
fore the  lefler  Goeree. 

In  the  mean  while,  not  to  fuffer  my  Ma- 
nners to  lead  an  idle  kind  of  Life,  I gave 
Orders  to  the  Officers  to  caufe  my  Ship  to 
)e  careen  d,  and  with  the  Br andenburg  Caper 
had  taken,  and  90  Men,  whom  I put  on 
»oard  her,  we  fleer’d  our  Courfe,  during 
Month  and  half,  cruiling  up  and  down 
he  Coafts  of  Guinee , or  round  about  the 
tands  of  the  Prince,  and  of  St,  Omer}  with- 
ut  meeting  any  Enemy.  Afterwards  I re- 
[srn  d to  the  Road  of  the  former  of  thofe 
-ands,  where  I caus'd  my  Ship  to  be  vidu- 
1 d with  all  poffible  fpeed  j and  having 
ade  every  thing  ready,  I weigh’d  Anchor3, 
id  flood  in  directly  for  St.  Thomas's  Ifiand, 
ith  a Defign  to  fell  or  to  truck  away  the 
aper  I had  taken.  And  indeed, I barter’d  her 
r Provillons,  not  having  a fufficient  Store 
ferve  us  whilft  we  cruis’d  along  the  Coafts 
■Angola,  where  I determin’d  to  pafs  five 
fix  Months,  to  avoid  a Privateer  which 
e English  were  building  in  thofe  Parts  of 
Q.  2 C nines : 


Sieur  De  Montauban, 

Game:  They  actually  fitted  out  three 
Men  of  War  and  a Fire-Ship,  to  feek  for 
me  in  the  Road  of  St.  Thomas , where  they 
judg'd  that  I was  to  continue  for  fome 
time.-  At  my  departure  from  that  lfland 
I defcry’d  a Ship  riding  at  Anchor,  and 
making  towards  her,  1 gave  her  Chafe  for 
a long  time,  but  1 could  not  by  any  means 
hinder  her  from  getting  a-lhoar,  and  falling 
in  with  the  lfland  of  St.  Omer.  I mifs’d  in 
not  taking  her  x 50  Pounds  of  Gold  Duft, 
which  that  Dutch  Interloper  had  traded  for 
on  the  Coaft. 

Afterwards  I fleer’d  to  the  Coafts  of  An- 
gola, which  are  fituated  above  250  Leagues 
beyond  the  Equinoctial  Line.  I arriv’d 
there  September  2,2.  and  got  Information  at 
the  diftance  of  three  Leagues  from  the 
Port  of  Cabinda , that  there  were  two  Em 
glijh  Veflels,  laden  with  Negro’s.  Foraf- 
much  as  I lay  under  the  Wind  of  that  Port 
I kept  off  from  the  Shear,  hoping  that  the 
next  day  the  South- weft  Wind,  that  ufually 
blows  from  the  Main,  would  convey  me  di 
redly  into  the  Port.  That  Morning,  very 
early,  I defcry’d  a Ship  with  Englijh  Co 
lours  making  up  towards  me, yet  1 did  not  ai 
firft  take  her  to  be  a Man  of  War,  but  dif 
cover’d  fome  time  after,  that  fne  carry ’c 
54  Pieces  of  Ordnance.  1 us’d  all  the  Pr© 
caution  imaginable  not  to  fright  her  away 
and  fet  up  Dutch  Colours  to  makeup  to  he 
with  greater  Facility:  The  Englijh  Ship  01 
the  other  fide  did  alrooft  the  fame  thing 
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and  by  the  Cannon-Shot,  which  ihe  boldly 
difcharg’d  from  time  to  time,  endeavour’d 
to  draw  near  us.  Having  perceiv’d  her 
Defign,  I feign’d  to  wait  for  her  coming 
up,  fleering  very  flowly,  to  induce  her  to 
believe  that  my  Ship  was  over-loaded,  or 
that  our  Courfe  was  hinder’d  for  want  of 
Sails,  or  a fufficient  Complement  of  Men. 

We  pafs’d  after  this  manner  from  Break  of 
Day,  till  Ten  a Clock  in  the  Morning  : 

She  incefiantly  maintain’d  her  Flag  with 
Cannon-lhot  without  Balls  5 but  perceiving 
at  laft  that  I did  not  do  the  like  to  make 
good  mine,  and  that  we  were  already  come 
within  Gun-lhot  one  of  another,  (he  let  off 
a Cannon  loaded  with  Ball,  which  oblig’d 
me  to  put  out  French  Colours,  and  to  an- 
fwer  her  Salute.  At  the  fight  of  that  Flag, 
the  English  Man  of  War,  without  endea- 
vouring to  get  the  Wind  of  us,  let  fly  two 
Broad-fides,  which  I receiv’d  without  fo 
much  as  firing  one  Gun,  altho  I had  feven 
Men  kill’d : I hop’d  that  being  come  a little 
nearer,  I might  render  her  uncapable  of 
making  an  Efcape*  ufing  my  utmofl  Ef- 
forts to  get  clofe  within  Fufee-lhot,  deter- 
mining to  embolden  her  to  come  on  Board, 
fince  I was  not  in  a condition  to  board  her, 
becaufe  we  were  to  the  Leeward.  At  laft, 
having  approach’d  by  little  and  little,  and 
feeing  her  within  the  reach  of  myFufileers, 
who  lay  hid  underDeck,I  caus’d  ’em  to  get  up, 
and  they  made  fo  continual  a Fire,  that  they 
foon  abated  that  of  the  Enemies. 

0.3 
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In  the  mean  while,  forafmuch  as  their 
Company  confided  of  above  Three  Hun- 
dred Men,  and  they  were  alfo  fenfible  that 
their  Defign  could  not  be  accompiifli’d  by 
the  difcharging  of  their  Cannon,  a Refe- 
ction was  taken  to  board  us,  which  they 
did  with  hideous  Outcrys,  and  Threats, 
to  give  us  no.  Quarter,  unlefs  we  furren- 
der’d  : But  their  Grappling-Irons  not  being 
able  to  lay  hold  on  the  Stern  of  my  Ship, 
theirs  ran  in  fuch  a manner,  that  fee  dalh’d 
her  Poop  againft  my  Boltfprit,  and  broke 
it  in  pieces. 

Then  my  Men  taking  the  Advantage  of 
the  Burry  and  Diforder,  loft  none  of  their 
aim,  and  fir’d  fo  furioufly  for  an  Hour  and 
half,  that  the  Enemy  being  no  longer  able 
to  refill  •,  and  haying  loft  many  of  their 
Mariners,  began  to  defpond,  and  retir’d 
underneath  the  Decks.  I alfo  perceiv’d 
almoft  at  that  very  inftant  that  they  made 
me  a fign  with  their  Hats  to  give  ’em  Quar- 
ter. Whereupon  I caus’d  my  Men  to  de- 
lift from  firing,  and  commanded  the  English 
to  embark  in  their  Shallops,  in  order  to 
furrender  themfelves  on  board  my  Ship. 
At  the  fame  time  I appointed  feme  of  my 
Attendants  to  leap  into  that  of  the  Ene- 
mies, to  feize  on  it,  and  to  prevent  all 
manner  of  Surprize.  I was  already  over- 
joy’d at  the  taking  of  fo  coniiderable  a 
Prize  5 and  fo  much  the  rather,  in  regard 
that  after  having  matter’d  that  Veflel, 
which  was  the  Guard-Ship  of  Angola,  and 

the 
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the  largeft  that  the  Englifh  had  in  thofe 
Seas;  I ihould  be  in  a condition  to  get 
better  Prizes, and  to  attack  any  Man  of  War 
whatever  : My  Men  were  no  lefs  joyful 
than  ray  felf ; fome  of  whom  were  going 
from  on  Board,  and  others  were  employ’d  in 
veering  the  Cable,  with  a great  deal  of  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  when  on  a l'uddain  Fire,  having 
taken  the  Powder  in  the  Gun-room,  by 
tiie  means  of  a Match,  which  the  Captain 
had  left  there,  hoping  to  efcape  with  Iris 
two  Shallops  ; the  Ships  being  grappl’d  to- 
gether, were  both  blown  up  into  the  Air, 
and  made  the  moil;  dreadful  Noife  that  e- 
ver  was  heard.  ’Tis  impolfible  to  make  a 
lively  Reprefentation  of  that  fad  Spectacle  ; 
for  fince  the  Spe&ators  were  themfelves  the 
A&ors  in  fo  bloody  a Tragedy,  they  knew 
not  whether  they  faw  it  or  not,  and  were 
not  able  to  judge,  but  of  what  they  them- 
felves had  felt:  Therefore  leaving  it  to 
the  Reader  to  imagine  the  Horror  that 
might  arife  from  the  fight  of  two  Ships 
that  are  blown  up  into  the  Air  with  Gun- 
powder, above  the  height  of  200 1 Fathoms,  j Toire, 
forming  as  it  were  an  huge  Mountain  of 
Fire,  Water,  Fragments  of  the  Ships, 
Cords,  pieces  of  Ordnance  and  Men,  with 
a deadly  Havock ; during  which,  amidfi:  the 
noife  of  the  Guns  that  were  let  offin  the  Air, 
and  of  the  roaringWavesthat  fwell’d  up  on 
all  fides  | one  might  alfo  hear  the  horrible 
cralhing  of  the  lhatter’d  Mails  and  Ta- 
bles, of  the  torn  Sails  and  Cords ; of  the 
Q_  4 Men 
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Men  crying  out,  and  of  the  broken  Bones, 
leaving  all  that  I fay  to  the  Imagination  of 
the  Reader,  1 (hall  only  declare  here  what 
befel  my  felf,  and  by  what  good  Fortune  I 
efcap’d. 

When  the  Fire  took,  I flood  on  the 
Deck  of  rny  Ship  in  the  Fore-Caftle,  where 
I was  giving  Orders,  and  was  blown  up 
with  fome  part  of  the  Deck  fo  violently, 
that  (as  I take  it)  the  extreme  Height,  to 
which  I was  hurry ’d,  hinder’d  me  from 
being  involv’d  among  the  Fragments  of  the 
Ships,  where  I muft  inevitably  have  been 
crulh’d  in  a thoufand  pieces : I fell  back 
into  the  Sea,  quite  ftunn’d,  and  continu’d 
for  a long  while  underWater, without  being 
able  to  recover  my  felf ; till  at  laft  ftrug- 
gling  in  the  Water,  as  a Man,  who  is  a- 
fraid  of  being  drown’d,  I got  above  it,  and 
caught  hold  of  a piece  of  Maft  that  lay  near 
me.  Then  I cry’d  out  to  fome  of  my  Men 
whom  I faw  fwimming  round  about  me, 
and  exhorted  ’em  to  be  of  good  Courage, 
hoping  that  we  might  fave  our  felves  if 
we  could  find  fome  of  our  Shallops.  But 
that  which  troubl’d  me  more  than  my  own 
Misfortune,  was  the  light  of  two  half  Bo- 
dies, in  which  there  was  ftiil  fome  Re- 
mainder of  Life,  floating  on  the  Water,  and 
leaving  the  Place  where  they  funk  Rain’d 
with  their  Blood  ; as  alfo  to  fee  round  a- 
bout  me  an  infinite  number  of  Limbs 
and  Members  torn  from  Bodies,  and  the 
gtcatdl  part  of  ’em  fpitted  on  the  Splinters 
■.  ■ ■ of 
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of  Wood.  In  the  mean  while,  one  of  my 
Men  having  efpy’d  an  entire  Shallop  amidft 
the  Wreck,  that  fwam  on  the  Water,  told 
me  that  ’cwas  requifite  to  endeavour  to 
flop  a Hole  therein,  and  to  take  out  a 
fmall  Boat,  which  was  enclos’d  within  it. 
Whereupon  about  Fifteen  or  Sixteen  of  us, 
who  had  efcaped,  made  up  to  the  Shallop, 
every  one  on  his  piece  of  Wood,  and  took 
fo  great  Care  to  clear  our  Boat,  that  at 
laft  our  Attempt  prov’d  fuccefsful.  Thus 
we  all  got  into  it,  and  not  long  after  fav’d 
our  Mafter-Gunner,  who  had  one  of  his 
Legs  lhot  off  in  the  Fight.  We  took  up 
three  or  four  Oars,  or  pieces  of  Planks, 
that  ferv’d  us  for  the  fame  ufe.  Then 
we  fought  for  fomewhat  to  make  a Sail, 
and  a fmall  Maft  •,  and  after  having  fur- 
nilh’d  our  felves  in  the  beft  manner  we  pof- 
fibly  could,  we  entirely  rely’d  upon  the  Di- 
vine Providence,  which  alone  was  able  to 
fecure  our  Life  and  Safety. 

Asfoon  as  I had  ceas’d  fromWork,Ifound 
my  felf  all  over  befmear’d  with  Blood  that 
ran  out  of  a Wound  I receiv’d  in  my  Head, 
and  which  was  apparently  oecafion’d  by  my 
being  blown  up.  Therefore  Lint  was  made 
for  me  with  my  Handkerchief,  and  a Band 
with  a piece  of  my  Shirt,  having  firft  walh’d 
the  Wound  with  Urine.  The  fame  thing 
was  done  for  others  of  our  Company,  who 
were  wounded,  whilft  our  Shallop  fail’d 
without  any  fight  of  Land,  neither  did  we 
know  'whither  we  were  fleering j but  that 
1 which 
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which  added  to  our  Affliction  was,  that  we 
had  no  Provifions,  and  had  already  pafs’d 
three  Days  without  either  eating  or  drink- 
ing ; infomuch,  that  one  of  our  Men,  quite 
worn  out  with  Hunger  and  Thirft,  drank 
fo  great  a quantity  of  fait  Water,  that  he 
burft.  The  greatefl:  part  of  our  Company 
vomited  continually,  whether  they  receiv’d 
any  Injury  from  the  Water  they  {wallow’d 
upon  their  falling  into  the  Sea,  as  it  befel 
me,  or  from  that  which  they  were  necefli- 
tatedto  drink.  As  for  my  felf,  I was  a 
long  time  indifpos’d,  fo  that  my  Body 
fwell’d  extremely,  and  a great  number  of 
fjmall  Pimples  broke  forth  throughout  my 
Body  : But  I am  apt  to  believe,  the  cure 
of  my  Droplie,  and  the  Health  that  I have 
in  fome  meafure  recover’d,  and  which  is 
by  degrees  more  and  more  reftor’d,  to  be 
chiefly  owing  to  a Quartan-Ague,  that 
feiz’d  on  de  a little  while  after  that  Mis- 
fortune. I do  not  reckon  up  the  other  In- 
conveniences that  were  occafion’d  by  fo 
defperate  a Blow,  it  being  impoflible  that 
they  Ihould  not  befal  any  'Perfon  under  my 
Circumftances.  The  Fire  of  the  Powder 
burnt  all  my  Hair,  my  whole  Face,  and  all 
over  one  fide  of  my  Body,  and  I became 
fenfible  of  that  Accident,  which  commonly 
happens  among  the  Cannoniers,  who  ferve 
at  Sea  ; that  is  to  fay,  I voided  Blood  thro’ 
the  Nofe,  Ears  and  Mouth.  I know  not 
whether  theBlaft  of  the  Gun-powder  pro- 
duces that  EffeCt,  by  exceffively  dilating  the 
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fefl'els  that  contain  the  Blood  in  our  Body, 
o that  the  ends  of  the  Branches  let  it  out, 
>r  whether  the  great  Noife  and  Commotion 
hat  it  caufes  in  thofe  Organs,  obliges  the 
/eins  to  open:  But  let  the  cafe  be  how  it 
will,  ’tis  of  no  great  moment,  fince  this 
s not  a proper  Place  to  hold  a Confultation 
>f  Phyfitians,  as  long  as  we  are  ready  to  be 
tarv’d  with  Hunger;  nor  to  enquire  what 
aecame  of  all  the  Engh iflj  Men,  when  we  had 
much  ado  tofave  ourfelves. 

We  continu’d  our  Courle  by  rowing  up 
,he  Current,  becaufe  we  knew  it  came  from 
:he  Port  of  Cabinda  ; but  forafmuch  as  the 
Wind  was  contrary,  we  could  never  reach 
it 5 and  we  were  forc’d  to  content  our  felves 
inly  to  make  Cape  Cor  fa  if  it  were  poflible, 
which  is  diftant  Twelve  Leagues  from  that 
of  Catherfnay  where  we  were  not  able  to 
land,  by  reafon  of  a Bar,  which  renders  the 
Coafl  inaccefiible.  That  was  our  Defign, 
but  Hunger  hinder’d  us  from  putting  it  in 
Execution,  and  ’twas  requifite  to  overcome 
^he  Obftacles  that  Nature  laid  in  our  way, 
by  getting  a-fiioar  notwithftanding  the  Bar, 
Which  we  did  at  laft,  with  s'  great  deal  of 
pifficulty,  hoping  to  meet  with  fome  Ne- 
?ro,  who  might  fupply  us  with  Victuals. 
Therefore  one  of  our  Company  being  de- 
tach’d to  feek  for  fomewhat  to  appeafe  our 
Hunger,  had  the  good  Luck  to  find  in  a 
Rond  that  the  Sea  had  form’d  hard  by,  good 
[tore  of  Oylters  flicking  to  certain  Branches, 
and  immediately  ran  to  give  us  notice  of 
: v ' this 
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this  Difcovery.  Whereupon  we  all  got 
up  the  Channel,  to  that  Pond  ; and  being 
arriv’d  there,  eat  Oyfters  with  a very  good 
Appetite  5 opening  ’em  with  Knives  we  had 
in  our  Pockets,  which  we  lent  one  to  ano- 
ther very  charitably.  After  having  fpent 
two  Days  there,  I divided  my  Men  into 
three  fmall  Bands,  and  fent  ’em  to  feek  for 
Provifions  and  Habitations  farther  up  the 
Land,  with  Orders  to  return  to  the  Shallop 
in  the  Evening.  I alfo  went  forth  with  the 
reft,  but  we  did  not  meet  with  an  Habitati- 
on, nor  any  Footfteps  of  Men.  Weonlyfaw 
many  Herds  of  Baffles,  of  thebignefs  of  an 
Ox,  which  fled  from  us  as  we  drew  near  ’em. 
Thus  the  whole  Day  being  fpent,  without 
finding  any  thing,  we  all  came  back  to  the 
Shallop  to  feed  upon  Oyfters,  and  took  a 
Refolution  to  depart  from  that  Place  the 
next  day,  to  go  to  Cape  Corfa , to  the  Lee- 
ward of  which  is  fituated  a large  Port, 
where  the  Veflels  that  come  from  Cruifing, 
take  in  frelh  Water  and  Wood.-  The  Ne- 
gro’s who  inhabit  the  Country  as  foon  as 
they  are  inform’d  of  the  Arrival  of  any 
Veflels,  by  the  difcharging  of  their  Cannon, 
inftantly  repair  to  the  Shoar,  bringing  Pro- 
vifions to  be  exchang’d  for  Brandy,  Knives, 
Hatchets,  and  other  Toys.  They  are  oblig’d 
to  take  tip  their  Habitation  far  from  the 
Sea,  by  reafon  that  all  thofe  Coafts  are  fur-  ■ 
rounded  with  Marfliy  Grounds.  We  were 
no  {ooner  arriv’d  at  that  Cape,  but  we 
heard  a great  noife  made,  by  the  Negro’s, 
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who  came  to  fell  Wood  to  the  Ships  that 
lay  at  Anchor  in  the  Port,  and  I made  enqui- 
ry among  ’em,  endeavouring  to  find  out 
fome  of  my  Acquaintance : For  fince  they 
had  very  frequently  fupply’d  me  with  ne- 
celfary  Refrelhments, Wood  and  other  Com- 
modities in  my  other  Voyages;  I hop’d  to 
meet  with  fome  Perlons  that  had  Know- 
ledge of  me ; but  altho  I knew  many  of 
’em,  neverthelefs  ’twas  almoft  impoffible 
to  perfwade  ’em,  that  I was  Captain  Alon- 
tauban , in  regard  that  I was  fo  much  dis- 
figur’d; and  they  all  took  me  for  an  Impoftor 
that  delign’d  to  impofe  on  their  Credulity. 
However,  1 took  the  Liberty  to  tell  ’em  in 
their  Language,  which  I underftood  a little, 
that  I was  ready  to  ftarve  with  Hunger, 
and  that  I entreated  ’em  to  give  me  fome- 
what  to  eat : But  I could  not  prevail  by 
any  means  whatever,  and  ’twas  abfolutely 
requifitefor  me  to  beg  the  favour  of ’em  to 
conduct  me  to  Prince  Thomas,  who  is  the  Son 
of  the  King  of  that  Country,  hoping  that 
he  would  call  to  mind  the  good  Offices  I had 
formerly  done  him. 

At  lafl:  I found  means  to  introduce  my 
whole  Company  into  the  Prefence  of  that 
Prince.  We  pafs’d  at  firft  thro  the  Habita- 
tions of  thofe  Negro’s,  and  began  by  lit- 
tle and  little,  to  make  fome  Imprefhons  on 
their  Mind;  infomuch,  that  they  gave  us 
.fome  Bananas , which  are  a kind  of  Figs, 
longer  than  ones  Hand.  The  next  day 
we  arriv’d  at  Prince  Thomas's  Seat,  but  I was 
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in  fo  forty  an  Equipage,  that  I could  not 
inalce  him  take  any  Cognizance  of  me,  by 
all  the  figns  I gave  him,  either  in  the  Moor - 
* , j-^nguage,  or  in  that  of  the  Portupuefes 
which  he  fpeaks  very  fluently.  Forafmuch 
as  in  bathing  with  him  one  day,  he  had 
leen  a Scar  occafion’d  by  a Mufquer-fhot  I 
had  receiv’d  in  my  Thigh;  he  told  me 
that  twas  requifite  at  that  very  Inftant  to 
know  whether  I really  were  Capt.  Mont  an- 
ban'->  and  I were  not  the  Perfon,  he  would 
take  Care  that  I fhould  lofe  my  Read. 
Whereupon  he  ask’d  me  whether  I had  not 
luch  a Scar ; fb  that  after  having  Ihew ’d  it  to 
him,  he  immediately  embrac’d  me,  and 
told  me  that  he  was  very  much  concern’d  to 
fee  me  in  fo  deplorable  a Condition.  At  firft 
he  caus’d  wholfome Victuals  to  be  diftributed 
to  all  my  Retinue,  and  caus’d  ’em  to  be  lodg’d 
in  feparateApartments,  giving  particular  Or- 
ders to  the  Negro’s,  with  whom  they  were 
quarter’d, to  take  all  poflible  Care  of ’em.  As 
for  my  felf,  he  retain’d  me  in  his  Court,  and 
caus  d me  continually  to  eat  at  his  ownTable. 
When  I was  a little  refrelh’d,  he  acquaint- 
ed me  with  his  Intention  to  conduit  me  to 
his  Father,  whofe  ufual  Place  of  Refidence 
svas  five  or  fix  Leagues  diftant  from  thence j 
that  is  to  fay,  ten  or  twelve  from  the  Sea- 
Ihoar.  Whereupon  I gave  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  I was  very  fenfible  of  the  Ho- 
nour he  did  me,  with  extreme  Satisfaftion 
and  humbly  entreated  him  at  the  fame  time  * 
to  give  me  leave  to  take  my  Free-Booters  a- 
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long  with  me,  and  to  beftow  on  us  fome 
Pieces  of  Stuff  to  put  us  in  an  Equipage  fit 
to  appear  before  fo  great  a Monarch : He 
condefcended  to  grant  every  thing  that  I 
defir’d,  fo  that  three  Days  after,  we  fet 
out  altogether  in  a large  Canoo,  and  pafs’d 
up  the  River  of  Cape  de  Lopez.,  by  reafon  that 
the  Country  is  fo  full  of  Fenns  andMarlhes, 
that  one  cannot  travel  thro3  it  by  Land, 

Upon  our  Arrival  at  the  King’s  Court,  in 
a Village,  ccniifting  of  three  Hundred  Cot- 
tages, cover’d  with  Palm-Tree- Leaves, 
where  the  King  keeps  his  Wives  and  Relati- 
ons, with  fome  other  Negro  Families, 
that  have  obtain’d  the  greatefl  Share  of 
his  Favour  •,  a Lodging  was  provided  for 
me  in  Prince  Thomas’s  Apartments,  and  all 
my  Attendants  were  difpos’d  of  in  others. 
We  found  the  Inhabitants  making  great  La- 
mentation and  Mourning,  becaufe  the  chief 
Prieft  of  their  Religion,  whom  they  call’d 
Papa , dy’d  that  very  Day  5 and  in  regard 
that  the  Funeral  Pomp  was  to  commence, 
which  is  ufually  continu’d  for  Seven  Days, 
for  Priefts  of  his  Quality.  Indeed  he  was 
in  great  Veneration  and  Efteem  among 
thofe  People,  who  look’d  upon  him  as  a 
Holy  Man.  For afmuch  as  during  the  whole 
time  of  that  doleful  Solemnity,  the  King 
was  in  Mourning,  and  admitted  none  to  pub- 
lick  Audience,  Prince  Thomas  advis’d  rne  to 
wait  patiently,  and  not  to  ftir  out  of  my 
Lodging,  unlefs  it  were  tovifit  his  Majefty, 
becaufe  it  was  the  Gultom  of  his  Nation. 

How- 
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However,  I could  not  forbear  going  tc 
take  a view  of  the  Funeral  Proceffion,  yei 
could  difcern  nothing  but  a great  Concourfi 
of  People  round  about  the  Corps  of  the  De. 
ceafed  Perfon.  In  the  mean  while,!  was  wel 
entertain'd  by  the  Order  of  Prince  Thomas. 
who  was  gon  to  fee  his  Father.  Indeed  then 
was  no  want  of  Banana’s,  Elephaftts  Fielh, 
and  River-Filh  j but  we  had  neither  Bread 
nor  Wine,  nor  any  kind  of  Sawce,  as  it 
may  be  eafily  imagin’d.  My  Men  were 
treated  in  like  manner  in  their  Apartments, 
during  the  whole  time  of  our  Abode  in  that 
Place. 

At  the  end  of  Eight  Days  Prince  Thomas 
came  to  us,  and  introduc’d  us  into  the  Pre- 
fence of  the  King  his  Father  \ he  is  a portly 
Negro,  of  a tall  Stature,  well  fhap’d,  and 
aged  about  Fifty  Years  5 who,  to  do  me 
greater  Honour,  upon  his  Son’s  Recommen- 
dation, went  out  of  his  Houfe,  on  purpote 
to  receive  roe,  and  advanc’d  fame  Paces  for- 
ward to  meet  roe.  He  leant  on  four  or 
five  Women,  who  fupported  him  on  all 
fides,  (hewing  a certain  Grandeur,  after  a 
very  confuted  and  odd  manner.  He  was 
furrounded  with  a great  number  of  Negroes, 
arm’d  with  Lances  and  Fufees,  which  they 
difcharg’d  from  time  to  time  with  very  lit- 
tle Order  : Many  Trumpeters  and  Drum- 
mers march’d  before  him,  and  at  the  Head 
of  that  Company  were  carry ’d  divers  Stan- 
dards, of  the  Colour  of  thofe  of  Holland,  He 
had  no  other  Cloaths  than  a piece  of  Cot. 
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ton-Cloth,  with  white  and  blue  Stripes, 
with  which  fome  Parts  were  only  cover’d 
by  feveral  Folds  mad©  round  about  his  Body. 

He  was  pleas’d  to  make  me  fenfible  of  his 
Amity  and  Refpett  for  me, by  many  Demon- 
ftrations $ and  having  ftretch’d  out  hisHand, 
told  me,  that’cwas  tlie  firft  time  he  gave  it 
to  any  Man.  When  we  were  arriv’d  at  his 
Houfe,  he  fat  down  at  the  Door,  and  caus’d 
me  to  be  placed  on  one  fide,  and  his  Son  on 
the  other.  Then  he  ask’d  me  feveral  Que- 
ftions  about  the  Grandeur  and  Power  of  the 
King  my  Mafter  5 and  after  I had  acquaint- 
ed him,  that  he  alone  at  prefent  carry’d  on 
a War  againft  the  Englifli  and  Hollanders , (of 
whom  his  Majefty  had  fome  knowledge,  as 
having  often  feen  ’em  at  Cape  de  Lopez,)  and 
:hat  he  likewife  maintain’d  it  againft  the 
Germans  and  Spaniards , more  potent  Na- 
tions than  the  former,  he  told  me  that  he 
was  well  fatisfied  with  my  Narrative,  and 
that  he  had  a mind  to  drink  a Health  to  the 
King  of  France.  Whereupon  fome  Palm- 
Wine  was  immediately  brc'ught  to  him, 
which  was  not  very  difagreeable  to  the  Pa- 
late, and  his  Female  Attendants  ferv’d  him 
fevith  it  in  a large  Cry  ftal-GIafs.  As  foon  as 
he  began  to  take  the  Glafs,  the  Negroes  and 
NegrelTes,  who  attended  in  great  numbers, 
Held  up  his  right  Arm,  and  continually  kept 
it  fteady  in  the  fame  pofture,till  he  had  made 
an  end  of  drinking.  Afterwards  a great  noife 
was  made  with  the  Trumpets  and  Drums, 
and  a Volley  of  Musket, or  rather  Fufee-lhot. 

R Then 
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Then  Prince  Thomas  ask’d  me  what  was 
the  Name  of  the  King  of  France  5 and  after 
I had  made  Aniwer  that  he  was  call’d  Lewis 
the  Greats  he  told  me  he  was  defirous  that  I 
fnoald  ftand  God-father  to  a Child  he  had, 
aged  only  feven  or  eight  Months,  and  that  I 
ftiould  name  him  Lewis  the  Great  $ whereupon 
I could  not  forbear  fouling  a little.  He  pro- 
mis’d roe  like  wife  that  at  the  fir®  Voyage  I 
fitould  make  to  his  Country  be  would  deli- 
ver him  into  roy  Hands,  to  be  convey’d  to 
France)  and  predated  to  the  King,for  whofe 
Service  he  defign’d  him;  being  well  pleafed 
that  his  Son  ihould  be  educated  after  the 
manner  of  that  Nation,  and  in  the  Court  of 
fo  great  a Monarch.  I alfo  engag’d  on  the 
Other  fide,  that  the  very  ftrft  time  I fhoulcl 
.come  back  to  Game,  I would  not  fail  to  put 
him  in  mind  .of  his  Promife,  to  the  end  that 
at  my  Return  to  France  I,  might  fet  before 
j*be  Kjng  the  greateft  Prefent  that  could  pok 
fibly  be  made  j namely,  the  Son  of  Prince 
Thomas.  Pray  afore  him  (faid  that  Prince); 
that  J am  one  of  his  particular  Friends,  and 
'that  if  he  ftand  in  need  of  my  Service  t w& 
pafs  over  zhjo  France,  with  all  the  Lances  and. 
Fufees  belonging . to  the  King  Father. ; tkdk 
is  to  fay,  with  all  the  Forces  of  the  Kingdom* 
Then  the  King  refuming  his  jDiifcoarie  gave- 
rae  to  underhand,  that  he  ai  fo  would  takea 
Pregrefs  thither  in  Perfon,  if  it  werereqni* 
fite,  and  immediately  all  the  Negroes  and 
Negrefies  made  fo  hideous'an  Qatrcr;y,th&t:l 
was  extremely  -jfurpriz’d:;  That  Cry  m 
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fooncr  ceas’d,  but  the  Fufiieers  difcharg’d  a 
Volley  of  all  their  Fire-arms,  the  Trumpets 
founding,  and  Drums  beating;  and  the 
Lance-men  fell  a running'  from  one  fide  to 
another  backward  and  forward,  with  great 
Shouts ; fo  that  I could  not  choofe  bat  be 
fomewhat  frighted:  And  indeed,  1 did  not 
know  the  meaning  of  that  Uproar,  neither 
was  I able  to  recover  my  felf,  till  I per-* 
ceiv’d  that  the  King  drank  a Health  to  the 
King  of  France  a fecond  time*  with  the  fame 
Ceremonies  as  before;  that  Prince  Thomas 
pledg’d  his  Father,  and  that  ’twas  order’d 
that  we  fhould  all  drink  at  the  fame  time. 

Which  being  done  accordingly,  the  King 
caus’d  two  Loaves  of  Wax  to  be  brought  to 
him,  made  me  a Prelent  of ’em,  defiring  me 
to  accept  of ’em  as  a Mark  of  his  Friendfiiip, 
and  afterwards  enter’d  his  Houfe. 

This  Audience  being  thus  concluded. 

Prince  Tho.mat  conducted  me  thro’ all  the 
Quarters  of  the  Village,  where  he  went  to 
vifit  his  Friends,  and  on  the  following  Days 
we  pafs’d  to  divers  other  Villages,  ficuated 
farther  up  the  Country  St  the' diftance  of 
five  or  fix  Leagues  one  from  another.  Thefe 
People,  the  greatiffi  par  t of  whom  never  tr  a- 
veled to  the  SealhOar,  and  cdnfequently 
never  had  a fight'  of  white  ftfen,  fan  from 
all  parts  to  fee  us,  and  brought  us  greater 
quantities  of  Fruit,  and  of  Fleifh,  of  Buffies 
snd  Elephants,  than  we  could  eat.  The  E- 
lephantsof  chat  Country  are  not  altogether 
ike  thafe  of  the  Eaji-  Indies ; being  but  of 
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one  kind,  as  alfo  arethofe  of  C of  ala,  near 
Zanguebar , on  the  Eaftern  Coafts  of  Ethio- 
pia, The  Negroes  eat  ’em  with  a great  deal 
of  Delight,  and  efteem  their  Flefh  beyond 
any  other  : _ They  make  their  moft  fumptu- 
ous  Feafts  with  ’em,  and  thofe  who  were  de- 
firous  to  do  us  moft  Honour,  prefented  ’em 
to  us  inftead  of  Buffles;  on  which,  never- 
thelefs  I fet  a greater  Value. 

Forafmuch  as  they  were  not  able  to  com- 
prehend the  difference  of  Colour  between  our 
Complexion  and  theirs,  they  ftroak’d  our 
Faces  with  their  Hands,  to  fee  whether 
the  white  Colour  would  pafs  away  ; nay, 
divers  of  our  Company  had  their  Hands 
fcrap’d  with  Knives,  fometimes  even  till 
they  were  hurt,  yet  we  durft  not  complain 
of  that  rough  ufage  .•  However,  Prince 
Thomas  perceiving  it,  commanded  his  At- 
tendants not  to  fuffer  ’em  thus  to  rub  and 
fcratch  our  Fingers,  and  fpoke  aloud  to  the 
People  that  ran  after  us,  telling  ’em  that  all 
Foreigners  were  white,  and  that  if  the  Ne- 
groes traveled  into  other  Countries,  they 
would  appear  as  ftrangc  to  thofe  Natives,  as 
we  did  among  them  in  Game.  Nay,  he  of- 
ten fmil’d  to  fee  the  Multitude  continually 
running  after  ns,  as  if  we  had  been Tome  un- 
known Animals;  and  I know  not  whether 
he  were  difplea’d  to  fee  us  thus  pefter’d  by  the 
Importunity  of  the  Negroes,  or  whether  he 
might  not  take  fome  Delight  in  obferving 
the  Sottifhnefs  of  thofe  People : And  indeed, I 
bad  fometimes  an  opportunity  to  take  notice, 
of  all  their  extravagant  Fopperies,  *&t| 
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At  laft,  after  three  Days  Journey,  accom- 
pany’d  with  variety  of  Divertifements,  the 
Prince  convey’d  me  thro’  another  Road  to 
take  leave  of  his  Father.  The  King  carefs’d 
me  in  a moll:  obliging  manner,  according  to 
the  Cuftom  of  his  Nation,  and  made  me 
promife  to  vifit  him  the  firft  time  I return’d 
to  Game.  Afterwards  we  embark’d  in  his 
Canoo,  and  arriv’d  the  next  day  at  Prince 
Thomas's  Village,  where  he  continu’d  the  no- 
ble Entertainments, with  which  he  was  wont 
to  treat  us.  Then  he  told  me  that  he  was 
defirous  that  I Ihould  perform  the  Office  of 
a Godfather  to  his  Son,  and  I comply’d  fo 
much  the  more  willingly,  in  regard  that  I 
had  an  Opportunity  of  contributing  fome- 
what  to  the  making  of  a Chriftian,  and  the 
fan&ifying  of  a Soul. 

But  forafmuch  as  I doubted  whether  the 
Prieft  of  the  Village  knew  how  to  baptize, 
or  remember’d  the  Words  that  ought  to  be 
pronounc’d  in  the  Adminiftration  of  that  Sa- 
crament, 1 entreated  the  Prince  to  provide 
fome  of  thofe  Priefts  who  were  in  the  Portu- 
guefe  Veflels,  and  he  accordingly  fent  for  one 
to  Cafe  de  Lopez.,  who  arriv’d  two  Days  af- 
ter. The  Chriftian  Religion  was  firft  in- 
troduc’d into  that  Country  by  the  Portugne- 
fes , altho’  it  be  true  indeed,  that  they  do  not 
maintain  it  therein  as  muchasitisrequifite: 

But  theObftades  that  hinder  the  Propagati- 
on of  it,  proceed  without  doubt  from  the  dif- 
ficulty of  inhabiting  an  almoft  wild  and  bar- 
ren Country,  where  the  Air  and  Provifions 
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are  not  natural  to  Foreigners : "X  herefora 
in  order  to  its  firm  Eftablifhment  in  thole 
parts,  ’t  would  be  expedient  for  tii e Europe- 
an* to  have  fettled  Habitations,  or  to  build 
Towns  there,  to  inftruft  the  Negroes  in  the 
Articles  of  Faith,  and  Myfteries  of  theGof- 
pel,  and  to  lend  Millions  thither  from  time 
to  time  ; which  might  be  done  with  great 
Facility,  by  reafon  that  thofe  People  are  ex- 
tremely docil,  and  very  capable  of  imbibing 
good  Principles,  and  of  embracing  any  Do- 
ctrine that  one  would  go  about  to  teach  ’em, 
lince  they  have  liv’d  for  a long  time  without 
any  manner  of  Belief,  or  any  Idea  of  ano- 
ther Religion.  Theft  Negroes  being  thus 
converted  to  Chr  iftianity,forne of  ’em  might 
be  ordain’d  Priefts,  who  might  be  furnilh’d 
with  Rituals,  and  other  Books  relating  to the 
Ceremonies  of  the  Church,  and  a Catechifm 
for  the  regulating  of  their  Faith,  till  they 
were  capable  of  reading  the  New  Telfca- 
ment.  It  would  alfo  be  requilite  to  eftablifti 
a Rifliop  in  that  Town,  who  ihould  take 
care  to  fend  Priefts  into  the  feveral  Habita- 
tions of  the  Negroes  throughout  the  Coun- 
try, and  to  cauie  Oratories  to  be  built  in 
the  moft  populous  Places, 

Thus  the  Chriftian  Religion  might  be 
propagated  in  Gu'triee,  and  would  be  lefs  lia- 
ble to  be  extirpated  by  the  Wars  that  the 
Natives  make  with  foreign  People.  A Re- 
formation might  jlfo  be  effectually  carry’d 
on  amcing  the  Cbtiftians,  who  reiide  in  the 
Kingdoms  of  Fig, and  Marsav,  and  a mutu- 
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SI  Corrcfpondence  might  be  maintain’d  be- 
tween the  Priefts  of  that  Nation,  and  thofe 
of  Game,  to  the  end  that  they  might affift 
one  another  in  the  Prefervation  of  Religion 
throughout  all  the  Coafts  of  Africa.  Indeed 
Chriftianity  was  planted  almoft  after  the 
fame  manner  among  the  Gentiles,  who  had  a 
much  greater  Averfion  to  our  Faith,  than 
the  Negroes  of  Gurnee  have  atprefent.  The 
Priefts,  who  are  to  be  found  thereabouts, 
are  not  for  the  moft  part  real  Priefts ; not 
having  been  ordain’d  by  any  Biibop,  and 
having  only  fubftituted  themielves  in  the 
room  of  thofe  who  died  in  their  Country  : 
Neither  have  they  retain’d  any  thing  that  fa- 
vours never  fo  little  of  Chriftianity,  altho’ 
they  perform  many  Ceremonies,  and  have 
fome  Appearance  of  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Sacraments. 

But  to  return  to  our  private  Chriftening} 
upon  the  Arrival  of  the  Port ague fe  Prieft, 

Prince  Thomas's  Son  was  actually  Baptizd, 
and  nam’d  Lewis  the  Great,  according  to  his 
Father’s  Intention : A certain  Negrefs  of  his 
Relations  flood  Godmother,  and  I my  felf 
was  Godfather.  I was  told  that  that  Lady 
bore  the  name  of  Antonia , which  (he  receiv'd 
from  the  Wife  of  a Portuguefe  Captain,  who 
held  her  at  the  Baptifmal  Font.  Two  or 
three  Days  after  the  Celebration  of  this  So- 
lemnity, which  was  perform’d  with  all  the 
Magnificence  that  could  be  expeded  among 
the  Negroes  } fome  of  Prince  Thomas's 
Guards,  who  werepoftedat  Cape  de  Lopez, 
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to  give  notice  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Ships, 
came  to  acquaint  him  with  that  of  an  Englifb 
Veil'd.  Whereupon  I entreated  him  to  give 
nae  leave  to  embark  therein,  to  return  to 
my  native  Country,  in  order  to  my  perfect 
Recovery  from  that  illnefs,  under  which  I 
ftill  labour’d.  Eiut  he  was  not  willing  that 
1 fnould  put  ray  felf  into  the  Hands 
of  tnyEnemies,and  delir’d  me  to  have  a little 
Patience,  till  the  Arrival  of  fome  Portelguefet 
with  whom  he  would  readily  permit  me  to 
go.  ^ However,  he  went  to  Cape  de  Lopez,  to 
truck  away  Elephants  Teeth,  Wax,  and 
Negroes,  for  Iron,  Arms  and  Brandy,  and 
return’d  after  ten  or  twelve  Days,  when  he 
told  me,  that  a Portuguefe  VefFel  lay  at  An- 
chor at  Cape  de  Lvpez.  \ that  ’twas  requifite 
to  cauie  my  feif  to  be  convey’d  in  Canoos, 
to  embark  there  5 that  he  had  recommended 
me  to  the  Captain  •,  and  that!  Ihouid  want 
nothing  that  was  neceflary  for  me  during 
my  Voyage  to  Europe. 

’Then  I took  care  to  get  all  my  Men  to- 
gether, except  two,  whom  1 did  not  think 
fit  to  wait  for,  becaufe  they  had  taken  a Pro- 
grefs  into  the  Country  for  five  or  fix  Days, 
and  I knew  not  where  to  find  ’em.  There- 
fore we  embark’d  in  the  Canoos  of  that 
Prince,  after  having  foiemniy  taken  my 
leave  of  him  \ and  being  arriv’d  at  Cape  de 
'Lopez.,  I perceiv’d  that  the  Portuguefe  Com- 
mander was  an  old  Acquaintance  of  mine, 
with  "whom  S had  contratSed  Friendfhip  at 
the  Ifland  of  St  .Thomas.  Whtrebpon  I took 
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Ship  with  him,  and  three  Days  after,  we 
call  Anchor  before  the  fame  Ifland ; the  Go- 
vernourOf  which  fhew’d  me  a world  of  kind- 
nefs,  and  did  the  like  to  all  my  Men,  during 
a whole  Month  that  we  were  oblig’d  to  flay 
in  that  Port.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  an  Englifls  Ship  arriv’d,  which  had 
been  fleering  her  Courfe  on  the  Golden 
Coafls.  I foon  got  into  the  Acquaintance 
of  the  Captain,  and  at  laft  we  became  fo  in- 
timate Friends,  that  I thought  my  felf 
bound  in  Honour  to  accept  of  the  kind  Of- 
fers he  made  me.  He  entreated  me  to  em- 
bark with  him,  and  allur’d  me,  that  at  Bar- 
bados, to  which  place  he  was  bound,  I Ihould 
meet  with  all  the  Supplies,  neceffary  for 
the  recovering  of  my  Health;  becaufe  there 
were  certain  able  Jewifh  Phylitians,  who 
were  his  particular  Friends.  Therefore  I 
went  on  board  his  Ship,  with  all  my  Men, 
notwithftanding  all  the  Reafons  alledg’d  by 
the  Governour  of  the  Ifland,  to  induce  me 
to  fufpedt  the  Englifh  Captain,  who  was 
without  doubt  one  of  the  molt  courteous  and 
upright  Men  of  his  Nation : He  was  fo  kind 
as  to  refign  his  Cabbin  to  me,  and  to  afford 
me  ail  the  Delights  and  Divertifements  that 
can  be  imagin’d,  to  mitigate  the  Pains  I en- 
dur’d from  time  to  time. 

Ten  Days  after  our  Departure  from  Sr. 
Thomas,  having  loft  the  Rudder  of  our 
Ship,  we  were  oblig’d  to  fet  up  a Mali  in  its 
place,  which  was  put  thro’  the  Port-holes  of 
the  Gun-room,  and  we  were  forc’d  to  fleet 
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with  it,  daring  the  whole  time  of  our  Voy- 
age, which  continu’d  three  Months.  When 
we  flood  in  for  Barbadoes,  our  Provifions  be- 
gan to  fail,  and  there  only  remain’d  what 
was  fnfficient  for  three  Days,  infomuch,  that 
the  Captain  being  much  offended  at  his  be- 
ing overcharg’d  with  my  Men, order’d  three 
quarters  of  their  Allowance  to  be  retrench’d} 
and  as  foon  as  we  arriv’d  in  the  Port,  went 
to  falute  M.  Rujfel,  who  was  Governout  of 
the  IQand.  He  gave  him  a particular1  Ac- 
count of  the  Engagement  I had  with  the 
Guard-Ship  of  Angola , and  was  very  much 
blam’d  for  bringing  me  to  Barbados.  After- 
wards, returning  to  his  Ship,  he  related  to 
me  every  thing  that  was  difcours’d  between 
him  and  the  Governour,  who  forbid  him  un- 
der pain  of  ©eath,  to  fuffer  me  to  land  : 
However,  he  did  not  acquaint  me  with  the 
Prohibition,  but  contented  himfelf  only  to 
advife  me  not  to  go  a-ihore,  to  avoid  giving 
any  caule  of  Sufpicidn  to  M-  BttjfeB , which 
Order  I promis’d  punctually  to  obferve, 
not  being  follicitous  to  take  any  further 
Cognizance  of  a Place,  which  was  well 
known  to  me  a long  time  ago,  and  being  un- 
willing to  give  the  leaft  Offence  to  my  Cap- 
tain. 

The  next  day,  many  Jems,  who  were 
turn’d  out  of  Martimca,  came  to  vifit  me  up- 
on the  Report  of  my  Arrival  j and  perceiv- 
ing me  to  be  very  much  indifpos’<j  and  weak- 
en’d, they  fent  to  me  divers  Phyfitians  of 
their  Nation,  who  told  iae  that.  f>edu!dhot 
-*c  • be 
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be  cor’d,  unlefs  I were  brought  a-fhoar, 
proffering  at  the  fame  time  to  follicite  the 
Governour  on  my  behalf,  to  give  leave,  that 
I might  be  convey’d  into  a Houfe  on  the 
Port.  Whereupon  I drew  up  a Petition  to 
M.  Rujfel , in  which  I entreated  him  to  grant 
me  fuch  a Licenfe,  promifing  that  I would 
not  ftir  out  of  the  Chamber  that  fhould  be 
appointed  for  my  Lodging,  only  to  re-em- 
bark,  and  to  caufe  my  felf  to  be  tranfported 
to  Martinic*.  However,  the  Phyfitians  them- 
felves  were  oblig’d  to  be  my  Bail,  and  I was 
at  lafb  condu&ed  to  the  Houfe  of  one  M.  Ja- 
cob Lewes , where  great  Care  was  taken  of  me 
during  the  whole  time  of  my  Abode  in  that 
Place. 

Three  Days  after  l was  carry’d  thither* 
theMajor-General  came  to  fee  me  by  the  Go* 
vernor’s  Order } very  generoully  promis’d 
me  his- Protedion,  and  offer’d  his  Service, 
efpecially  to  procure  me  any  thing  that 
might  be  ceceffary  for  the  Reftauration  of 
my  Health:  Yet  I was  vifited  from  time  to 
time  by  the  fame  Major,  and  every  day  by  a 
Captain  of  the  Garrifon  5 who  came  not  fo 
much  to  enquire  after  the  State  of  my  Health, 
as  ro  obferve,  whether  I fhould  ere  long  be 
in  a condition  to  be  tranfported  out  of  the 
Ifland.  M himfelf  came  in  like  man- 
ner ten  or  twelve  Days  after  my  Arrival,  to 
know  whether  it  were  true  that  I was  really 
fo  ill  as  it  was  reported  : He  alfo  gave  me  a 
fecond  Vifit  feven  or  eight  Days  after,  in 
the  Evening,  and  caus’d  me  to  be  remov’d 
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from  the  Jew's  Houfe  where  I lodg’d,  to 
that  of  an  Englijb  Merchant:  He  told  me  at 
the  lame  time,  that  I fhould  be  better  ac- 
commodated there  than  I had  been  at  M,  Ja- 
cob  Lew^s ; but  the  real  Intention  was.that 
I mould  be  better  guarded,  and  that  I might 
not  have  an  Opportunity  of  difamrfinp  with 
fo  many  People.  The  next  day  he  came  a- 
gain  to  fee  me,  and  ask’d  me  how  1 lik’d 
my  new  Quarters.  I heartily  thank’d  him 
for  the  good  Offices  he  had  done  me,  and  to 
tue  end  that  he  might  not  have  c^ufe  to  fu- 
i'pea  myMen, I entreated  him  to  give  Orders 
that  they  ffiould  be  confin’d  in  the  Cittadel5 
to  prevent  them  from  ftraggling  about  the 
liland,  and  from  making  their  Efcape. 

Then  M.  Ruff'd  told  me,  that  he  intended 
to  do  fo  5 but  that  Iought  to  underftand  that 
they  were  Prisoners  of  War,  as  well  as  my 
felf.  I reply  d,  That  I was  not  ignorant  of 
it|  and  that  I thought  my  felf  happy  in  fal- 
mg  into  his  Hands;  but  that  the  EngUfh 
Captaim  7/ho  brought  me  to  Barbados.  had 
pafs  d his  Word  that  I Ihould  not  be  retain’d 
nos  any  of  my  Company:  That  upon  his 
Proteftations  of  inviolable  Fidelity,  and  the 
Offers  of  Service  he  made  me,  I ventur’d  to 
embark,  relying  on  the  marks  of  Friend ihip 
which  be  had  already  fliewn : Then  I ad* 
ded,  that  my  Requeft  to  him  was  only  to 
■grant  me  my  Liberty,  and  that  of  my  Men 
promifing  that  I would  ever  be  mindful  of 
the  Favour,  either  in  refloring  the  Prisoners 
whom  I might  carry  off  from  the  liland#,  iff 
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fhould  take  up  Arms  again,  or  in  paying 
him  what  Ranfom  he  fhould  think  fit  to.re- 
quire. 

iVo,  Sir,  (faid  M.  Rttjfel')  J will  neither  have 
your  Ranfom , nor  your  Prifoners  j for  you  are  fo 
gallant  a Many  that  your  Misfortune  and  III - 
nefs  cannot  but  be  fitted , and  therefore  on  the 
contrary , I would  entreat  you  to  accept  of  Forty 
Pifioles , of  which  I ma\e  you  a Prefent , tofup- 
ply  you  with  Neceffaries.  He  gave  5em  me  in 
a Purfe,  which  without  doubt  he  brought 
for  that  very  purpofe,  and  at  his  Departure 
acquainted  me  that  he  was  going  to  give 
Orders,  that  my  Men  Ihould  be  got  together 
again.  The  next  day  he  fent  me  two  of 
’em,  who  told  me,  that  they  did  not  know 
what  was  become  of  the  reft,  and  that  they 
had  Orders  from  the  Governor  to  flay  with 
roe : I had  the  Liberty  to  fend  ’em  abroad, to 
procure  any  thing  that  I flood  in  need  of, and 
at  laft  finding  my  felf  fomewhat  ftrengthen’d 
by  the  means  of  the  extraordinary  Care  that 
my  Landlord  took  of  me,  1 acquainted  the 
Officer,  who  vifited  me  every  day,  that  I 
would  beg  leave  of  the  Governour  to  em- 
bark in  the  firft  Veflel  that  fhould  fet  out 
from  Martinica. 

Three  Days  after  there  arriv’d  a Bark, 
which  the  Count  de  Blenac , General  of  the 
French  Iflands,  fent  for  the  exchanging  of 
Prifoners.  M-  Ruffel  gave  me  nonce  of  its 
Arrival,  and  that  I fhould  prepare  for  my 
embarking  therein.  Then  I had  the  Liber- 
ty to  goto  his  Houfe  to  thank  him  for  all 
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the  Kindnefles  he  had  (hewn  me.  He  told 
^ lorry  he  was  oblig’d  by  the 
Law  of  Arms  not  to  allow  me  more  Free- 
dom than  I had,  and  that  he  entreated  me 
to  afford  a favourable  Entertainment  to  the 
Englijh  Men  who  (hotild  fall  into  my  Hand?. 
Afterwards  I went  on  hoard  the  French  Bark  * 
which  was  commanded  by  the  Sister  Gourpou- 
formerly  an  Inhabitant  of  St.  Chriftophers\ 
but  I could  not  regain  any  of  my  Free-boot- 
ers,  except  thofe  two,  who  were  (lent  to  me 
by  M,  Ruff'd,  as  I have  already  hinted. 

We  difimbark’d  at  the  Royal  Fort  of 
Martinica , and  I repair’d  with  my  two  Men 
to,  the  Town,  to  give  a Vifit  to  M.  de  Bknuc 
who  was  feiz’d  with  the  laft  Fit  of  Sicknefs, 
of  which  he  died.  I gave  him  a particular 
Account  of  all  my  Adventures,  and. I per-  - 
ceiv’d  him  to  be  much  furpriz’d  to  hear  a 
Relation  of  fa  great  Difafters.  Forafmucht 
as  he  was  defkous  that  I Ihould  lodge  in  his 
Houfe  all  the  time  that  I ftay'd  at  Manmica r 
be  made  me  every  day  repeat  the  particular 
Circumftances  of  my  Engagement  with  the. 
Engliflt  Ship ; and  it  laft  having  found  an 
Opportunity  of  conveying  me  to  Ftmct, 
he  lent  to  enquire  after  the  Captain  of  a 
Veffel  that  was  bound  for  that  Kingdom, 
and  recommended  me  to  his  Care.  He 
termin’d  likewile  to.  gi  ve  me  Recommenda- 
tory Letters  for  M,  Phdipeaux,  to  procure 
me  fame  Employment ; but  the  day  he&re 
my  departure,he  fell  into  fo  great  wesknefe, 
that  he  was  no  longer  An  a condition  to 
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write,  and  died  that  very  Evening,  June  io. 
Indeed  1 had  all  the  reafon  in  the  World 
to  be  very  much  concern’d  at  his  Death ; 
for  M.  De  Blenac , who  was  a Perfon  of  An- 
gular Qualities,  took  delight  in  being  fer- 
viceable  to  all  Mankind  ; and  more  especi- 
ally had  a tender  Companion  for  thofe  that 
were  in  a diftrefled  Condition,  or  lay  under 
the  Prefiures  of  ill  Fortune,  as  my  Cafe  was 
at  that  time:  He  always  endeavour’d  to 
be  beforehand  with  ’em,  relieving  ’em  in 
their  Neceffities,  asfoonas  they  came  to  his 
Knowledge,  and  made  a voluntary  Proffer 
of  the  Favours  he  was  ready  to  bellow,  even 
before  they  could  well  be  fued  for.  In  a 
word,  he  was  a Man  of  an  Herofck  Courage, 
and  a skilful  Navigator,  well  vers’d  in  Ma- 
ritirn  Affairs  5 knowing  all  the  Coafts  and 
Latitudes  of  the  Continent  of  America  ami 
highly  efteem’d  by  the  King  for  his  Integri- 
ty, Juft  ice  and  Prudence,  and  for  all  the 
lignal  Services  he  had  done  the  State,  in 
matters  relating  to  Trade,  aftd  the  difeove- 
r.y  of  the  Wands.  - 

The  nextday  after  his  Death,  I went  on 
Board  the  Virgin,  a Veffel  of  Bordeaux, 
which  was  alfo  built  there,  and  after  a few 
Days  Paffagey  at  lalfc.l  arriv’d  fafe  in  the 
Port  of  that  City,  with  many  different 
and  contrary  Sentiments.  I know  notwhe- 
ther  I (hall  bid  adieu  to  the  Sea  for  ever, 
having  been  fo  much  difliearten'd  by  my  laft 
Misfortune  y or  whether  1 (hall  embark  once 
again  to.  revenge  the  Indignities  put  upon 
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me  by  the  Englijh  ; or  whether  I fhall  under-  i 
take  another  Voyage,  to  get  a fmall  Eftate;  I 
or  whether 'I  fhall  ftay  at  home  in  Tranquil- 
lity, contenting  my  felf  with  the  peaceable 
Enjoyment  of  what  my  Relations  have  left 
me.  However,  'tis  certain,  that  Maritim 
Voyages  are  apt  to  create  in  Men  almoft  the 
fame  Paffions  as  Gaming:  For  as  the  lofing 
• Gamefter,  notwithftanding  the  ill  Luck  he 
has  fo  often  had  before,  does  not  believe 
that  he  fhall  always  be  unfortunate,  but  is 
ftill  egg'd  on  by  I know  not  what  Impulfe 
to  venture  farther  5 fo  we  Mariners,  whate- 
ver Difafters  may  have  befallen  us  at  Sea,  ‘ 
are  continually  boy’d  up  with  the  hopes  of 
meeting  with  a fair  opportunity  to  indem-  ! 
nifie  our  felves  for  all  our  Loffes.  Upon  the  ! 
whole,  I am  apt  to  believe,  that  intowhofe 
Hands  foever  my  Narrative  may  happen  to 
fall,  they  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  give  me 
Advife  as  to  the  Matter  in  Debate,  and  even 
to  take  it  themselves. 


F l N I S. 


• IK  / *v.% 


oSns.  i 


